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Talk - Get your students generating their own class material (CALL, CBL)

Objectives:

· highlight web-based publishing resources that are suited to language learning and teaching

· provide examples of how to use them in the classroom

· show how their use encourages learner autonomy and allows students to express themselves in English within an authentic environment

· focus on tasks that enable students to evaluate their progress using CEF can do statements
Intended audience:

For teachers with any level of experience and students of A2 age and above, from levels L2 and higher.

The session will be of special interest to those who are interested in integrating ICT into their teaching practice. Advanced computer skills are not a prerequisite. 

Guide to the presentation:

Get your students generating their own class material

Introduction

What is the methodology that this talk assumes? 

· a move away from the “I teach, you learn” model of education, towards a more participatory, collaborative form of learning; 

· the encouragement of learner autonomy, by the employment of participatory web resources and engagement of students in creative work. 

How does the use of participatory web resources facilitate this dynamic? 

1. First, what are participatory web resources?

You’ll also hear people give these resources the collective title of web 2.0.

People use the title web 1.0 to describe the Internet its first stages: when it was those people who were experts in creating (or commissioning) web pages who provided all the information. The term web 2.0 was coined with the recent proliferation of internet resources which make it easy for all of us to publish our work.

For me, as a language teacher, the most useful and flexible web resources are blogs, and I use them in my classes as a platform for all the other web 2.0 resources I employ.

2. So, how can blogs and other participatory web resources encourage learner autonomy and a more collaborative form of learning?

A blog can act as a class organiser creating dialogue and a sense of solidarity within a class.

Students feel at home working blogs and web resources, in general, because they are of their generation.

Many web resources are great fun to use, as we’ll see later when we look at vokis, voicethreads, Animoto and Vaestro, and they stimulate students’ creative capacities.  

Using them takes students’ experience of learning English beyond the confines of the classroom: it gets them publishing their ideas and employing language in an authentic environment which, in turn, greatly increases their sense of motivation.

While you the teacher set the task, the students choose the content that appeals to them and which they feel they have something to say about.

Let’s look at an example of this in practice on a class blog: BBC online at youtube task http://weseeandenjoy.blogspot.com/2008_01_01_archive.html
Show class blog task: BBC online at youtube, then Hiroshima and A very strange bird + comments.

As we can see, the students responded to the task in very individual ways which lead to a lively interchange of ideas.

If you’re following a course book, you can make it more digestible by setting tasks related to the units on the class blog but then letting the students choose their own content.

All these things add up and you’ll find your role as teacher changing: instead of your students listening passively to your language points, you’ll find them calling on you to give them help in finding the right language to say in their postings what they want to say.
Creating a class blog and starting off on the right foot

Get your students involved from the start so they see the blog as a space for them to freely express their ideas. 

Set up a class blog with them: get them to choose its name, template etc: 

See http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/2007/03/setting-up-blog.html and click on Download (at the end of the post or on Setting up a class blog on the sidebar). Look at the step-by-step guide for setting up a class blog, instructions for your students on how to become a blog author and getting your students to generate their own class material.

A great way to start off your students’ contributions to the blog is to get them to choose a youtube music video and, once they’ve done it, you will have the material for your next class where: 

· you can do a language focus for the whole class on the typical mistakes they’ve made in their postings.

· get them to make a comment on each others’ posts saying what they thought of the choice of video and song.

Look at an example of this: http://weseeandenjoy.blogspot.com/2007/10/sex-pistols-god-saves-queen.html
· feature the lyrics of one of the songs for further language work

· use the time they’re doing this to talk to them individually about the language they’ve used in their postings, (I never post comments about language errors. Any comments I make are always about content.)

Fun web resources which can also help with carrying out assessments and keeping a record of students work

When faced with the task of doing speaking assessments, have you often asked yourself?

· How can I keep the rest of the students in a class occupied when I've separated out a couple of them to listen to?

· How can I concentrate on the students I’m testing when one ear is on the rising hubbub coming from the rest of the class?

· How can I give my students useful feedback and let them hear and be party to the mistakes that I point out to them?

· How can I keep a record of my students' speaking capabilities and measure their advances during the course?

· What material do I have at hand show parents that will demonstrate to them their children’s progress?

Using vokis, voicethreads, Animoto and Vaestro, may well be your answer. 

With all of them, you or you students have to register first but the process is simple, rapid and free.

1. Vokis

See their potential by looking at http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/2007/09/creating-voki-characters.html
2. Voicethreads

See their potential by looking at http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/2007/12/voicethread.html
3. Animoto

See its potential by looking at http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/2007/12/making-video-with-animoto.html
4. Vaestro

See its potential by looking at http://encouraginglearnerautonomy.blogspot.com/2007/03/adding-knobs-and-whistles.html and locating the section on Vaestro and clicking on the image
Keeping one step ahead and using the CEF reference grid for task setting

The CEF can do statements are well-suited for setting tasks on your class blogs and by getting students to assess their language skills themselves, you encourage their learning autonomy.

I’ve approached using the CEF reference grid in 2 ways that are more or less formal: 

· For the first, see http://andwearethebest.blogspot.com/2007/01/can-or-cant.html where I asked students to look at the can do statements in the CEF grid and to find their own material to test themselves with.

· but I’ve also given groups this more guided set of tasks. See http://www.ydemas.com/blog/CEF_grid_tasks_v2.html
The name of the game when you’re working with class blogs is to keep coming up with interesting tasks, and to stay one ahead of your students. That way, while they’re working on the next task you’ve put on the blog, you can go around them individually and talk to them about the one they did before.

Both you and your students will find the resulting class dynamic really gratifying because you’re doing what you and they always hoped you would: helping them to communicate in the real world and to say what they want to say in English!
