


32nd  Annual TESOL-SPAIN Convention

March 13th-15th 2009

Preliminary Convention Programme

The 32nd TESOL-Spain theme: Blending Tradition with Innovation: Does “new” always mean 

“good”? The Convention theme for 2009 aims to re-explore the tried and tested and also to 

consider the fields of activity both inside and outside of ELT that offer new insights and forms of 

activity to the ways in which we teach. Reflection and exploration by teachers, materials writers 

and curriculum developers can be a powerful vehicle for professional development. Areas of 

interest include teacher training, methodology, curriculum design, materials development, 

classroom practice, testing and evaluation, teacher interaction, CLIL and of course information 

technology. 

The Convention offers participants a wide range of presentations by national and international 

speakers, including plenary and keynote presentations, papers, workshops, round tables and 

product presentations. It is attended by a wide variety of EFL professionals. There are teachers 

from infant, primary and secondary schools, from E.O.I.s, universities, technical schools and 

academies, as well as teacher trainers, materials writers and course planners. Publishers, ELT 

researchers, members of testing boards, national and international authors also take part in the 

Convention. 

TESOL-SPAIN and Seville welcome you to our 32nd Annual National Convention. The capital 

of Andalusia and her exquisite monuments promise to host another unforgettable Convention 

whose site will be the University of Seville, an 18th-century construction originally built for a 

tobacco factory. It lies in the heart of Seville, one block from the luscious Maria Luisa Park and 

two blocks from the Cathedral and its towering Giralda.

This pre-programme publication is intended to give you a taste of what’s to come, to guide you 

through what you need to do to participate, and to make the most of what’s on offer. Although 

there are still bits to be tightened up and some details are subject to change, I hope it serves this 

purpose and that you find the coming Convention an event worthy of your support. Please visit 

www.tesol-spain.org/convention2009 for up to date information. 



CONVENTION  LOCATION

The 32nd Annual National TESOL-SPAIN Convention will be held at the University of Seville 

in the Facultad de Filología with an entrance on c/ San Fernando, 4. You may enter the university 

from this side when gates are open. Walk through interior courtyards until you come to the 

registration area. This street also has various restaurants for lunch. Another entrance is on 

c/ Palos de la Frontera. Enter through this main entrance and you will immediately see the 

registration area in the Faculty of Languages (Facultad de Filología). The first entrance is closed 

on Sundays. The University is in the center of town and there are shops, banks, restaurants, bars, 

etc. within easy reach. It sits between two major bus stops, one in the Puerta de Jerez and the 

other in the Prado. 

GETTING  AROUND  SEVILLE

Traveling around Seville by public transport is relatively easy. The bus system is regular and 

there are two major stops on either side of the University. A one-way bus ticket is 1,20 E and 

can be purchased directly from the driver. There is also a 10-ride bus pass that can be purchased 

at almost any newsstand for 6 E. Taxis are relatively inexpensive and available. If not in peak-

hours during the main fiestas, you can get a taxi very quickly. Wait for one with the green light 

on and wave your hand. The price is around 7 € from north to south of the city center. This 

is a good option for those touring during the late hours. To arrive at the Convention site from 

one of the convention hotels is a 6- to 15-minute walk. Following is some basic information 

to acquaint participants. Refer to www.sevilla5.com/sevilla/transportation.html for more 

detailed information.



ARRIVING  IN  SEVILLE

By air
Extensive Airline coverage:

Vueling Airlines - Air Europa - Avianca - Iberia - Transavia - Lufthansa - Spanair
Ryanair - Royal Air Maroc - President Airlines -American Airlines - Air Berlin
Regional Air Lines - Austria Airlines flights

A taxi from the airport is a flat rate of 22 E one way and this should include baggage charges. 

There is an airport bus, that leaves the airport every half hour. It has three stops with the last 

being at the Hotel Alfonso XIII, which is right next to the University (the Convention site). A 

one-way ticket is 2,30 E.

By rail

A taxi from Santa Justa Train Station should cost between 6 E and 8 E to the site or to any of the 

convention hotels. There is bus #C2, which can be picked up very near the taxi stop as you walk 

out of the station and it stops a block from the Convention site. Ask for the Prado bus stop.

*Note: All prices are approximate and as of January 2009.

There will be information about local facilities around the Convention site available at the 

conference information desk.

A reduction has been negotiated with RENFE on all trains of 30% per one way journey. 

To be eligible for these discounts you must present the valid TESOL discount voucher 

to a RENFE travel agent or even at any station (discounts cannot be booked through 

internet). These vouchers can be obtained personally at Jenny’s office or by sending 

a stamped addressed envelope stating the number of vouchers required. The validity 

of these vouchers is between the 11th and 17th of March 2009 for those who wish to 

do some sightseeing before or after the Convention. PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO A 

LIMITED NUMBER OF VOUCHERS PRINTED THESE WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE FOR 

PEOPLE MAKING ACCOMMODATION RESERVATIONS THROUGH JENNY.  Details 

available at www.tesol-spain.org/convention2009.

By bus

There are two bus stations in Seville, each providing services to separate cities: 

· Estación de Autobuses Plaza de Armas | Tel: 954 908 040  

· Estación de Autobuses Prado de San Sebastián | Tel: 954 417 111

 

Prado de San Sebastián provides bus services to cities of Andalusia, whereas Plaza de Armas 

connects with the rest of Spain and the province of Huelva.



ARRIVING  IN  SEVILLE

Hotels

All hotels are within walking distance of the convention centre but please note that the 
sooner you make the booking the better because for this weekend accommodation is 
limited in Seville. Prices listed on TESOL-SPAIN website are per person per night and 
include buffet breakfast unless stated and VAT. These prices are for the nights of 13th and 
14th March 2009 ONLY. Extra nights will be quoted for separately on request. For those 
requiring invoices, fiscal details will be needed, but be warned that invoicing is the last part 
of the job. The principle part is to get accommodation and this all has to be done in stages.  

A reservations deposits will be required to guarantee the booking, a 50% deposit will be required 
with the balance to be paid one month in advance. Once the reservations have been confirmed, 
cancellations can only be considered if adequate proof (e.g. medical) can be provided as why the 
person cannot attend. ALL RESERVATIONS ARE ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. 
Please check on a regular basis because allocations are reducing already in some hotels due to 
bookings. For more detailed information on hotels and sightseeing in Seville, please go to our 
website at: www.tesol-spain.org/convention2009.

Student Housing

We are offering student housing at very economical rates. For more information, please 
contact Tammi Santana at tsantana@arrakis.es (e-mail only!)
Information will not be given by phone or post. Please DO NOT contact Jenny Brown for 
student housing.

For information on travel and 
accommodation, contact the 
OFFICIAL TESOL-SPAIN 

TRAVEL AGENT

Tel/Fax: (00 34) 91 522 8927 (Mon to Wed: 10:30 - 13:30 and 15:00 - 20:30 Thu and 
Fri - pm only)
Mobile: (00 34) 652 021188
E-mail: jennybrowntrave@telefonica.net (NOTE - There is no letter “l” in the word 
“trave”)
Please note that Jenny is the travel agent and for those coming from outside of Spain 
and wishing to add days to their stay in this country and visit other areas, Jenny will be 
delighted to assist.

However, Jenny is not part of TESOL-SPAIN and will be unable to answer any questions 

about the Convention itself.  Please refer to the contacts you have on the web.



ABOUT  THE  CONVENTION

Pre-registration and Registration
If you are resident in Spain, you must be a member of TESOL-SPAIN to attend the Convention. 
If you haven’t already signed up, you can either pre-register (deadline for pre-registration is 
February 25th) or register on-site at the Convention. A photocopiable registration form that 
can be photocopied is included in this pre-programme and can also be downloaded from the 
TESOL-SPAIN website at www.tesol-spain.org and filled in. 

If more than five people sign up from the same institution, they can avail themselves of our 
institutional membership scheme, which offers reduced membership rates. There are also special 
rates for students, who are required to send a photocopy of their status with the registration 
form or, if registering on-site, to present this document when registering. All registration forms 
can be found on our website.

We encourage you to take advantage of the cheaper pre-registration rates by sending in your 
form to reach us before February 25th. Please send it, with proof of payment, to Tammi Santana 
at the address on the form. If you pre-register, you should go to the pre-registration table in the 
registration area of the Convention Site to pick up your name tag, programme and convention 
pack on arrival.

You can also register on-site on arrival at the Convention, but at a higher rate.

Attendance Certificates
These will be issued to all participants and speakers and you will be able to collect them from 
the Registration desk when you pick up your convention packs.

Homologación/Official Accreditation
Esta actividad está siendo gestionada para obtener la homologación del Ministerio de 
Educación para el profesorado en activo  / We have applied to the Education Ministry for 
official accreditation for this event.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!!!

The two prize winners of the draw for free registration at the 
2009 Convention are:
Ilona Marisa Weber

Marla Dixon

These prizes are awarded to those who have filled in 
convention and speaker feedback forms.



An  Overview  of  the  Convention

We received a huge number of presentation proposals for this event, and it was a difficult job to 

select the ones to accept. Our criteria have always been to choose those presentations that are 

backed by theory but that include some awareness of the audience – who you are, what you will 

enjoy and what you will find most useful. We hope we have chosen wisely! There are 90 and 

60 minute workshops where you will get plenty of hands-on practice, and the 60 minute talks 

and demonstrations cover a range of topics which will motivate, interest, inspire and involve 

participants. We are particularly excited about our plenary and keynote presentations, all of 

which address some of the most pertinent issues in English language education today. 

Publishers’ Exhibition

A large variety of exhibitors will offer an excellent opportunity for participants to examine a 

selection of the latest materials for teachers and classrooms, catch up on technological innovations, 

find out the best offers for students wanting to study abroad and for teachers wanting to embark 

on professional development. Many publishing and educational establishments continue to 

offer their support to TESOL-SPAIN members by displaying their products and services and 

sponsoring speakers and other aspects of the Convention. Once again, we offer them our thanks! 

The exhibition will be open 3.00 pm on Friday 13th. 



Social and Professional Contacts

The Convention offers many opportunities to meet colleagues and look for professional contacts. 

There will be a cocktail gathering for all participants on Friday evening at 8.30. We will hold our 

conference dinner at Torre de la Plata restaurant on Saturday evening. This year we also invite 

all to participate in a special after dinner presentation (www.pecha-kucha.org). Please see insert. 

We advise pre-booking, since places are limited. Please indicate name and number of tickets 

you wish to reserve by e-mail to Jacqulyn Kowalsky (jmk.moo@gmail.com), and make payment 

on-site in the registration area

Jobs Board

We will be setting up a centrally located table and board where potential employers and job-

seekers can advertise at no charge. Fill out the appropriate form (inserted in this pre-programme 

also available on TESOL-Spain website) and drop it off at the Jobs Board table so it can be 

displayed on the board. For further information, please contact Caitlin Rivera (caitlin.rivera@

gmail.com) .

Regional meetings

TESOL-SPAIN has always tried to cater to members’ needs at the local level through our network 

of Area Coordinators. Apart from trying to attract new members and build up databases as 

to where English is taught in their regions, our Area Coordinators also try to provide local 

activities to suit the needs and wishes of the members in their areas. The last few years have seen 

very successful local events in Madrid, Lleida, Bilbao, Seville, Valencia, Santander, Donostia-

San Sebastián, Vitoria-Gasteiz and Oviedo and Area Coordinators in other areas are looking 

to continue this tradition in their own regions. The regional network is far from complete, 

however, and we need people in other regions where we have significant numbers of members. 

If you would like to find out more about how you could contribute to the work of TESOL-

SPAIN in your region, contact the Regional Coordinator on the Board, Olga Fernández, during 

the Convention, or write to her at regional@tesol-spain.org with any queries, suggestions etc. 

you might have. 

Swap Shop

This is a fun idea to exchange teaching materials with other colleagues. Share your favourite 

activity and collect up to 40 ideas in return by following these guidelines.

Write up your lesson plan or activity in a clear, user-friendly format. The heading should 1.	

include your name, place of work, lesson / activity title, and the age group and level for 

which the activity is appropriate. All submissions should be typed and the maximum 

length is one page (front and back).

Prepare 40 copies and bring them with you.2.	



Take your copies to the Swap Shop table no later than lunchtime on Saturday, where you 3.	

will be given an entrance ticket to the Swap Shop.

After lunch on Saturday, return to the Swap Shop and exchange your ticket for all the 4.	

activities that have been submitted.

Raffle

A raffle will be held on Sunday during the Closing Ceremony of the Convention. Don’t miss it! 

There are plenty of prizes, all worth winning, and some of them are really special!

Photocopy & Internet Facilities

There will be both IT and photocopying facilities available over the weekend, but the amount 

of material we can photocopy is limited. Volunteers will be on hand to assist. Speakers are 

reminded that they are responsible for providing photocopies of handouts etc.

Getting more involved with TESOL-SPAIN 

Have you ever stopped to think how a convention like this one comes into being? TESOL-

SPAIN is a non-profit making, entirely voluntary organisation. Without the support of our 

members, that’s all of us, including you, TESOL-SPAIN would cease to exist. Equally, producing 

newsletters, running regional and national events, keeping Special Interest Groups going, liaising 

with other TEFL organisations, require time and energy. All of those who are involved would, 

I’m sure, agree that it’s well worth it. We believe in what we’re doing and the service we provide. 

We love the excitement and the challenge. We meet people and extend our horizons. And we are 

always delighted to welcome new people on board!

You can get involved in TESOL-SPAIN at many levels. The first and most obvious is to come to 

the General Assembly on Saturday at 13.30 in the Auditorium to find out about us and cast 

your vote for new board members. Other possibilities include becoming active in our Regional 

Network, contributing to our newsletter, volunteering to help with the next National Convention 

or standing for election to the TESOL-SPAIN Board. Look out for the Regional meetings which 

will take place on Saturday from 17:00 – 18:00. Come and meet new people and find out more 

about how to get involved! Don’t forget that contact details of board members can be found in 

the newsletter and on our website.

Finally, but most importantly, please tell us what you think about the Convention and about 

TESOL-SPAIN. Fill out the Feedback forms and leave them at the Registration desk. If you 

forget or don’t have time, we’ll leave a mailing address for you. Your opinion matters!



TESOL-SPAIN

Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages in Spain)
ASAMBLEA GENERAL ORDINARIA DE LA XXXII CONVENCIÓN DE 

TESOL-SPAIN

Orden del Día
1ª Convocatoria  del día 14 de Marzo de 2009, 13.15 horas
2ª Convocatoria  del día 14 de Marzo de 2009, 13.30 horas

1.- Lectura y aprobación, si procede, del acta de la Asamblea General de la 
XXXI convención anual celebrada en Villaviciosa de Odón el 8 de Marzo 
de 2008.

2.- Presentación de los candidatos para la Junta Directiva de TESOL-SPAIN. 
Votación y recuento de votos.

3.- Lectura del informe financiero de 2008 y aprobación, si procede.
4.- Informe de las actividades realizadas por TESOL-SPAIN.
5.- Informe resultado de la votación.
6.- Ruegos y preguntas.



Weekend  at  a  Glance

Friday 13 March
15:00-17:00	 Registration and Publishers’ Exhibition

17:00-17:30	 Official Opening Ceremony

17:30-18:30	 Opening Plenary: Ronald Carter
18:30-19:00	 Break / Publishers’ Exhibition

19:00-20:30	 Presentations / Workshops*
20:30-21:30	 Opening Cocktail

Saturday 14 March
08:00-09:00	 Registration

09:00-10:00	 Plenary: Jeremy Harmer
10:00-10:30	 Break / Publishers’ Exhibition

10:30-12:00	 Presentations / Workshops*
12:00-12:15	 Break

12:15-13:15	 Presentations / Workshops*
13:15-13:30	 Break

13:30-14:30	 TESOL-SPAIN AGM
14:30-15:30	 Lunch

15:30-16:30	 Presentations / Workshops*
16:30-17:00	 Break / Publishers’ Exhibition

17:00-18:00	 Presentations / Workshops*
		  Area Co-ordinators’ Meeting

18:00-18:15	 Break

18:15-19:15	 Presentations / Workshops*

Sunday 15 March
9:30-11:00	 Presentations / Workshops*
11:00-11:30	 Break / Publishers’ Exhibition

11:30-12:30	 Presentations / Workshops*
12:30-12:45	 Break

12:45-13:45	 Presentations / Workshops*
13:45-15:00	 Lunch

15:00-16:00	 Presentations / Workshops*
16:00-16:15	 Break

16:15-17:15	 Presentations / Workshops*
17:15-17:30	 Break

17:30-18:30	 Closing Plenary: David A. Hill
18:30-19:00	 Raffle and Official Closing Ceremony

*Keynotes in every slot



Presentations
Remember, this is a pre-programme and subject to change. Please refer to

www.tesol-spain.org/convention2009 for more detailed and up to date information.

Plenaries TESOL-SPAIN 2009

Opening Plenary – Friday
Professor Ronald Carter

Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/elt

Tradition and Innovation: The English Language Today

There are rapid developments in the English Language world-wide. New descriptions of 

English using multi-million word corpora are also generating new insights into grammar and 

vocabulary which present challenges for our course materials and teaching methodologies. 

At the same time there are innovative developments in the English language, such as Internet 

English. This talk will discuss how teachers face a genuine challenge to blend creativity and 

innovation with traditions of existing knowledge and good classroom practice.

Ronald Carter is Professor of English at the University of Nottingham. He has written more 

than 50 books and 100 articles in the fields of applied linguistics and the teaching of English 

and has taught in over thirty countries. His recent books include: Cambridge Grammar of 

English (Cambridge University Press, 2006), winner of the 2007 British Council English 

Language Innovation Award.

Saturday Plenary
Jeremy Harmer

Marshall Cavendish

www.mcelt.com

Ease up on the Slap: Language and Discourse in the ESOL Classroom

In a world where English is expropriated by a hugely diverse community of speakers, what 

should we teach students, and what should we teach it for? When British politicians talk 

about ‘our’ language, exactly who is ‘we’, and while we are thinking about it, who should 

teach whatever it is, anyway?

The plenary will examine the complexities of language, discourse and methodology in the 

constantly evolving world of international English.



Author of the Just Right Course and the Just Skills books Jeremy has an international 

reputation as an author, teacher trainer and expert in ELT methodology. His course 

materials and teacher’s guides are used in over 40 countries. The Just Right course is 

a 5 level general English course ideal for adult learners. The Advanced level will be 

published in February 2009.

Closing Plenary – Sunday
David A. Hill

Helbling Languages

http://www.helblinglanguages.com/

Blending the Ancient Need for Stories with Classroom Practice

Human beings live through stories, and we neglect this fact in language teaching at our peril. 

Although there have been a number of books about using story-telling in ELT, there has 

been no systematic attempt to work on story-writing as a skill. This Plenary will show some 

ways in which teachers can help their learners to become writers of stories.

David A. Hill is a free-lance ELT consultant based in Budapest, and is mainly occupied with 

materials writing and teacher training for language and literature. He is Coordinator of the 

IATEFL LMCS SIG, and has trained teachers every summer since 1998 for NILE. He has 

recently written Writing Stories with Andrew Wright for Helbling Languages.

Keynote  SpeakerS

Mark Almond

Pilgrims / TESOL-SPAIN / Canterbury Christ Church University

Who do You Think You Are? Investigating Teacher Identity

I will present on-going research into the relationship between teacher identity and the use 

of performance skills by teachers. 

Mark is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of English and Language Studies at Christ 

Church University, Canterbury, UK where he directs CELTA courses and teaches on Diploma 

and MA TESOL programmes.  

Annette Capel

Cambridge University Press

Making Sense Of Words: The English Profile Wordlists Project

Cambridge University Press is sponsoring research into A1-B2 vocabulary to produce detailed 

wordlists for the first four CEF levels. This practical session offers interesting evidence on 

the words and senses learners know and use.



Annette Capel has been involved in the Cambridge exams as an item writer and examiner 
since 1990, and is co-author of textbooks for five levels of these exams (A2 to C2). 

Ronald Carter
Cambridge University Press 
Spoken English, Written English: From Corpus to Classroom
This workshop explores recent research into differences between spoken and written English 
which shows how and why speech has marked features of grammar and vocabulary. 
Ronald Carter is Professor of English at the University of Nottingham. He has written more 
than 50 books and 100 articles in the fields of applied linguistics and the teaching of English 
and has taught in over thirty countries. 

Hugh Dellar
Heinle ELT / Cengage Learning
What are Texts in the Classroom for?
In this provocative talk, I will be challenging traditional ideas about teaching reading in 
particular and will be suggesting some alternative ways in which we could view the purpose 
of reading lessons.
Hugh Dellar is a teacher and teacher trainer at the University of Westminster and the co-
author of the series Innovations, published by Heinle Cengage. 

Ben Goldstein
Richmond Publishing
Fashioning an Intercultural Voice
This practical talk will promote the use of global and local topics and learner-generated 
tasks in which students are encouraged to seek out a space where they can fashion their own 
voice and vision of English.
Ben is a teacher, teacher trainer and materials writer. He has taught for nearly 20 years and 
is currently an online tutor at the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya and on the New School 
MA TESOL programme in New York.

Ceri Jones
Freelance
Visions of Success : Creating a Positive L2 Self-Image
We will look at how a series of practical classroom activities based on explaining the cultural 
and personal background to images and texts taken from the students’ own lives and 
communities can help students build a positive image of themselves as successful language 
users.
Ceri is a teacher, trainer and writer who has worked in Italy, Hungary, Spain and the UK and 
is currently based in Cádiz.



Jeremy Harmer

Marshall Cavendish

Ringing the Changes 

So what should you do if you are writing a course book and you want to take

account of student differentiation? This workshop will look at vocabulary or

pronunciation (depending on audience choice) in the context of Just Right, a

5-level course for adults and young adults. 

Author of the Just Right course and the Just Skills books, Jeremy has an

international reputation as an author, teacher trainer and expert in ELT

methodology. 

Jamie Keddie

Oxford University Press

From Flashcards to Flash Images

In this practical presentation, we will see how easy it is to create digital slideshows of engaging 

images to teach and revise the language that our learners require and request.

Jamie Keddie is a Barcelona-based teacher, teacher trainer and writer. He is the founder of 

teflclips.com, a site dedicated to the possibilities for YouTube and online video-sharing in 

the classroom. 

Pete Sharma

Freelance / TESOL-SPAIN

New Technologies: New Pedagogies

This session updates participants on developments in technology, and then presents a 

taxonomy of ‘new pedagogies’ emerging in the teaching of grammar, vocabulary, language 

skills and phonology. It includes a range of new, practical teaching ideas.

Pete Sharma is a lecturer at Oxford Brookes University, author and teacher trainer. He 

reviews ELT materials in the EL Gazette, and is currently Newsletter Editor for the CALL 

Review (IATEFL Learning Technologies SIG).

Scott Thornbury

Delta Publishing / TESOL-SPAIN

Seven Ways of Looking at Grammar

What is grammar and how is it internalised in the mind?  In this talk I will review some 

of the key models of grammar that have influenced classroom practice over the last few 

decades. 

Scott Thornbury is currently Associate Professor of English Language Studies at the New 

School in New York, where we teaches on an on-line MATESOL program.A forthcoming 

book, Teaching Unplugged (Delta) will be co-written with Luke Meddings.



Pecha  Kucha  Dinner

Pecha Kucha is an innovative form of giving presentations. Speakers illustrate their talks with 

twenty PowerPoint slides, each shown for only twenty seconds, allowing for six minutes and 

forty seconds of fame before the next presenter is on. 

Come along to the dinner to enjoy a variety of interesting presentations, the chance to share 

ideas and to sample some traditional Spanish food. 

Note: You will receive a full programme with more convention information when you 

register.

Contact  details  for  the  convention

- Jane Cooper – Convention Coordinator: convention2009@tesol-spain.org

- Gwenydd Jones – Exhibitions and Advertising: ggjones@gmail.com

- Jennifer Murray – Speaker Coordination: speakers@tesol-spain.org

- Tammi Santana – Registration and Membership:  tsantana@arrakis.es

www.tesol-spain.org

Please consult our deadlines for exhibitions, stands, tables and other sponsorship at 
http://www.tesol-spain.org/convention2009/spons.htm

We look forward to seeing you in March in Seville.


