ROUND TABLE
Bilingual Education: The State of the Art in Spain
The popularity of bilingual schools in Spain has risen dramatically in the last few years and we have
all heard the phrase “bilingualism is here to stay”. But what is the state of bilingual education at
present in our country? Issues such as the need for assessment of current bilingual programmes,
inclusive practices, pre-service and in-service training, levels of satisfaction with provision or
resources and material and many other pressing topics will be discussed by four experts on the
subject.
Participants: Xavier Gisbert da Cruz; Carmen Aguilera Lucio-Villegas; María Moliner; Ramiro Durán
Martínez
Moderator: Nora Kaplan

Xavier Gisbert da Cruz is a High School Professor of French.
He has extensive experience in education nationally and internationally. He has been responsible
for the development of the bilingual schools in Madrid.
He is the director of the CIEB International Conferences on Bilingual Education and is currently
President of the Spanish Bilingual Teaching Association.
Carmen Aguilera Lucio-Villegas is a High School Professor of English and lecturer at the Rey Juan
Carlos University.
She has extensive experience in the implementation of bilingual education programs.
She is currently Vice President of the Bilingual Teaching Association.
María Moliner holds a PhD in Bilingual Education and is the Head of the English Methodology for
Infant and Primary Education Department at the Faculty of Education at the Pontifical University
of Salamanca. Her field of expertise is English Literacy Development at early years. She also works
for Oxford University Press as a Teacher Trainer.
Ramiro Durán Martínez, Ph. D., is an associate professor in the English Studies Department at the
University of Salamanca. He has collaborated in international teaching placement schemes and
participated in postgraduate courses in the areas of English Language Teaching and Bilingual
Programmes. He has published several books and papers in these areas.
Nora Kaplan holds a PhD in Discourse Studies and a Master’s Degree in TEFL. She has been a
lecturer at Universidad de Salamanca and Universidad Pontificia de Salamanca. Her main areas of
interest are applied linguistics, discourse analysis and pragmatics. She currently runs her own
language school in Salamanca.

