1st REGIONAL TEACHERS’ DEVELOPMENT EVENT 

CASTILLA Y LEÓN NORTH 

BURGOS , Friday, November 16th

This was the first time that TESOL-SPAIN has had a gathering of teachers up here .

“Getting to know TESOL: Some Tools for  ELT Teachers” was the name we chose, for one specific reason : our desire for TESOL-SPAIN to be better known in this area of the country . 

CFIE Burgos was the venue of our dreams – perfect room and perfect host , Noelle Clayton , whose help and kindness will never be forgotten. Without her and María Luisa Cerdán this meeting simply would not have been posible.

Nearly forty teachers - an unexpectedly high number for a first meeting and for a Friday afternoon - gathered together from many different locations in and around Burgos, from Soria, Segovia and two star guests from Salamanca - Annie Altamirano and Nora Kaplan, my mentors in the TESOL-SPAIN adventure, thanks for coming!

There were three talks: after a short introduction about what  TESOL-SPAIN is and what it means for us as members of the association, Maria Luisa Cerdán talked about “Creativity” . In an excellent session, María convinced us that WE teachers are all creative, even when dealing with scarce resources or little ICT knowledge. After a short coffebreak, movement and swing came from the vitality of Michéle Rankin (Shelly), who lead us through a bunch of low-prep DOABLE activities and tips to create  a positive class atmosphere. We finished up with David Judge  and his focus on older primary students - I would say any kind of learner would benefit from his brilliant ideas to capture students attention - showing in a practical way how to help them develop their skills and confidence.

Many thanks to all. We do hope this event is the first of many.

Carmen Arias 

Area Coordinator for TESOL- Spain Castilla y León - North

