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Welcome letter
Dear TESOL-SPAIN members,
We might be saying "Bah, humbug" under our breath, but this month's
newsletter is full of season's wishes and good cheer from everyone at
TESOL-SPAIN (as well as the TESOL-SPAIN Seasonal Trivia Quiz).
As we get closer to the end of the year, plans are hotting up for our Online
Convention on the weekends of the 6th and 7th, and13th and 14th of
March 2021... and don't forget that it's FREE for members. We're sharing a
sneak peek of the provisional timetable in this month's newsletter (see
pages 7 and 8). Keep an eye on our convention page for further updates
to the timetable and all our sponsors for our 44th annual national event.
Earlier this term, we ran a four-part mini
teacher development course on Social
and Emotional Learning. Monica
Rodriguez gave us three lively input
sessions and finished off with an
extremely interesting round table. You
can see recordings of all four sessions
here on our YouTube channel.
Looking forward to events this month, Daniel Brint has another great
session up his sleeve from our current webinar series on Exploiting
Visual Resources, and Chris Walklett promises to get creative with his
selection of songs. Find out more and get the links to register for both
events on page 10.

This month's newsletter
CONTENTS
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Trivia Quiz
WORD SPOT - The Language of
Bargains by Dr Daniel Brint
BOOK REVIEW: Engaging
Learners in Contemporary
Classrooms, Mercer and
Dörnyei, CUP 2020 by Anita
Lutterkort
News from the 2021 online
convention: a message from
our Speakers' Coordinator,
the provisional timetable and
registration
Webinars coming up in
December
More ELT news and events
Quiz answers

We all hope you have a good break over Christmas and, while you are
eating, drinking and being merry (but home before curfew!) put on your
thinking cap and send us your Good Bits of 2020 to
tesolspainpublications@gmail.com and we'll publish them in our next issue
to start the new year with our best foot forward.
Best wishes from the Media Team
Rebecca, Daniel, Ryan and Ceri
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Greetings cards from
TESOL-SPAIN's area coordinators

Wishing all our members
a very merry Christmas.
We look forward to
seeing you at the online
Convention in March - we
would love to hear from
Madrid members! Hilary,
Jennifer and Kate (Madrid
Area Coordinators)

Dear all, 2020 has been a difficult year
in many respects, and I sincerely hope
you and your families are well. Please
take care!
Wishing you all the very best wishes for
Christmas and for the New Year ahead,
may all your dreams come true and
may we meet again soon to learn from
each other and share best practices at
these challenging times!
Best wishes from sunny Asturias,
Lourdes Molejon,
Asturias TESOL -SPAIN
coordinator

Happy Christmas to all
TESOL Spain members
from Barcelona. This year,
the city's Christmas lights
were turned on a week
early and the best selling
'Caganers' (the unique
Catalan contribution to
the nativity scene) depict
Fernando Simón, Rosalia
and the much missed Pau
Donés.
Bon Nadal i Feliç Any Nou
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TESOL-SPAIN Seasonal Trivia Quiz

1 Which country is the first to see in the
New Year?
Kiribati
Samoa
Australia
New Zealand

Germany
Norway
Turkey
Poland

2 Which is the most played Christmas
song?
All I want for Christmas is you
White Christmas
Fairytale of New York
Jingle bells

3 Which is the highest-grossing
Christmas movie?
Home Alone I and II
How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Polar Express
Elf

4 Which countries or cultures celebrate
the following December festivities?
Te Raumati
Hanukkah
Kwanzaa
Hogmanay

5 The figure of Saint Nicholas, who we now
know today as Santa Claus, is originally
from which country?

6 When was the first Christmas tree
introduced in the UK and by whom?
1536 Martin Luther
1798 Samuel Taylor Coleridge (poet)
1800 Queen Charlotte (wife to King George)
1840 Prince Albert (prince consort to
Queen Victoria)
7 Which town holds the record for the
World’s biggest nativity scene? For a bonus
point, what records do the others hold?
Vilnius, Lithuania
Alicante, Spain
San José del Monte, Philippines
Pembroke Pines, Florida, USA
8 Which countries do these seasonal
characters come from?
El Viejito Pascuero
Joulupukki
La Befana
Krampus

Answers on page 12
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WORD SPOT: Dr Daniel Brint
- the language of bargains
Black Friday arrived a few days ago promising us Incredible Deals and Massive Discounts. Deals is definitely the
go-to word according to my Black Friday ads research. It appears in about 70% of adverts. But some
businesses try to be a little more imaginative – we are urged to splash the cash by one store whilst another
promises days of thanksaving, not great pun on thanksgiving, but they tried. Black Friday has promoted a
noun derived from a crowd willing to break down the door to get access to their incredible deals, or
doorbusters.

English is in fact rich [sic] with vocabulary for getting a good deal, you might get an item at a snip, (very
cheap), so it’s a steal or you pay next to nothing. A product might be dirt cheap or going for a song. Something
can be cheap at twice the price and the persuasive seller will insist they are giving this away.
Readers of Terry Pratchett’s Discworld novels will be familiar with his salesman C.M.O.T Dibbler – his initials
standing for his constant claim – ‘I’m cutting my own throat!’ Of course, he isn’t, and at the back of our minds
we know that however good a Black Friday bargain is, it’s the companies who are laughing all the way to the
bank.
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Book Review

Have you ever wondered what it is that makes your students engage with an activity or indeed in the whole
language learning process? And do you understand what the difference between motivation and engagement
is? Well, this interesting book by Sarah Mercer and Zoltán Dörnyei will make these and other questions clear.
Chapter One deals with how a student’s engagement is affected by different factors such as family, social
acceptance of the language, and school. Chapters Two to Six follow the same pattern; the reader is led
through various reflection tasks and guiding principles to practical strategies focusing on the aspect being
discussed. Finally each chapter is summarised briefly, ending with a succinct “chapter in a nutshell” paragraph.
The book discusses all the aspects of the teacher-student relationship in depth, and for the reader it puts into
writing what you know is happening in the classroom but never really thought about in an academic way.
Trust, Empathy and Acceptance (TEA) , for example, are essential to our classroom experience and now we
have it laid out in a clear, well-researched manual, which supports your teacher instinct and encourages you
to see the learning process as a process where you can promote engagement among your students by using
the ideas suggested and careful thought.
Engaging Language Learners in Contemporary Classrooms provides guidance and ideas for improving the
teacher-student experience. A book for teachers who care!
Review by Anita Lutterkort
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TESOL-SPAIN Online
Convention 2021
A message from our speakers' coordinator
Dear TESOL-SPAIN members,
Please find below a provisional timetable for our next annual convention. PLEASE NOTE: This
Provisional Timetable is subject to change.
First of all, thanks to everybody who has taken time to send in a proposal for our first ever annual TESOLSPAIN convention online.
If your proposal doesn’t appear on the timetable, please don’t be disheartened or too disappointed. It’s
always difficult to choose amongst the many (over a hundred this year) proposals that we receive.
Unsurprisingly, there were a lot of proposals dealing with digital learning and although it is so relevant
right now, we have to cover other topics too. The timetabling was done for the first time online too and
I’d like to extend my thanks to all those involved in the process. Thank you Speaker Coordinators and
Timetabling Team!
Since it is the first time that we’ll be doing the convention online, we were not very sure about the
technicalities but we’ve decided to have 4 or 5 different sessions per time slot over 2 weekends, just in
the mornings (Spanish mornings = until lunchtime in Spain around 14.30). We think that even super
teachers and trainers have a limited attention span especially on screen! So, we’ll start at 9.30 and finish
at 14.30 (CET) on all four days. It might seem a long way off in a world where it’s difficult to plan anything
but we're so looking forward to “seeing” you there next March!
May I take this opportunity to wish you, and yours, a peaceful, safe and enjoyable, even if strange, holiday
period to come!
Karen McDonald
Speaker Resource Coordinator
TESOL-SPAIN
Online Convention 2021
www.tesol-spain.org
P.S. For any query related to the sessions, please do not hesitate to
contact us at the following email address:
speakerstesolspain@gmail.com

See pages 7 and 8 for the Provisional Timetable
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TESOL-SPAIN National Convention 2021
Provisional Timetable: March 6th & 7th
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TESOL-SPAIN National Convention 2021
Provisional Timetable: March 13th & 14th
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TESOL-SPAIN National Convention 2021
Registration
We are pleased to announce that registration
for our ONLINE TESOL-SPAIN 44th Annual
National Convention, to be held on the
mornings of March 6-7 and 13-14, is now open.
How do I register for TESOL-SPAIN Online
2021?
FREE to all our members.
Just register for the Convention here .
New members can sign up for both
membership and Convention using the
same link.
Once you have become a TESOL-SPAIN
Convention registrant, you will receive an
email from Whova, you will be sent of the
necessary instructions about how to set up
your account ready for the Convention
within 7 days of your registration date.
How do I connect to TESOL-SPAIN Online
2021?
This year’s Convention will be hosted online
via Event Platform Whova.
For instructions on how to use Whova, click
here.
Once you have registered, you can access
the event here.
You can also download the Whova app for
Android or iOS.

Looking forward to the event and helping out with your registration process.
Tammi Santana, TESOL-SPAIN Membership Officer

Join us on March 6th, 7th, 13th and 14th for the first
TESOL-SPAIN Annual National Convention ONLINE!
Everyone is welcome!
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Webinars 2020
Webinars coming up in December
Saturday December 12 11.00
Chris Walklett - Using Songs to Explore Themes and Language
The Webinar is of interest to all teachers who want to get new and
creative ideas for using songs in their classes. Chris is an experienced
teacher, speaker and writer who will share his innovative ideas in this
session. In addition, Chris will be including a Christmas related prize to
give away - complimentary Christmas-related materials to download
from his website connected to the session activities. To take full
advantage of the session, make sure you have a QR scanner on your
mobile phone to access free apps.
Click here to register.
Saturday December 19 11.00
Daniel Brint – Exploring Visual Resources Session 3: Sharp Shorts
In the third of Daniel’s series of Webinars on using visual resources he
will focus on how short dramatic films/videos are a powerful tool for
introducing relevant topics, developing memorability, language
awareness and fostering emotional engagement.
Click here to register.

Recordings in the Members' Area
The Webinars available in our Members Only area include the latest
series of online mini courses offered by TESOL-SPAIN:
Social and Emotional Learning series
Monica Rodriguez Salvo
Exploiting Visual Resources series
Dr Daniel Brint

If you missed a webinar, go to our Resources page for more information.
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MORE ELT NEWS & EVENTS
CASTILLA LA MANCHA’S
FIRST ONLINE EVENT:
HOW TO GAMIFY YOUR
ONLINE ENGLISH LESSON
Our first online event , given by RANIA ESSA, took
place on Saturday 21st November.
The webinar was excellently presented and gave us
really practical ideas to incorporate into our lessons.
Timers, Images, and Set a Challenge were explained
along with some very useful websites and shown how
they can be used to make our lessons more engaging
and dynamic.

The Eaquals Annual Conference will now take place
on 22-24th April 2021. We are holding the
conference in the same venue, the Europa
Hotel, Belfast. All information regarding changes can
be accessed via the website. If you have any queries
about registration, conference proposals,
sponsorship or attendance, please get in touch with
us at info@eaquals.org.

Rania has first-hand experience from her own
teaching situation, and the tools presented are
definitely possible to use in our lessons. The ideas
shown can also be used in face-to-face teaching or
hybrid classes.
The participants were extremely appreciative of this
chance to learn from such a wonderful speaker. As it
was online, there were people there from different
places around the world and I’m sure that Rania’s
infectious enthusiasm has inspired them to try out
some of these simple but effective resources.
If you missed this webinar, it will be available to watch
in the Members’ Area of the TESOL-SPAIN website.
Anita Lutterkort , Area Coordinator
TESOL-SPAIN Castilla La Mancha

Professional Development for Teachers
La Asociación Enseñanza Bilingüe te invita a
participar en la Sesión de Desarrollo Profesional:
Ponente: Dr. Ricardo González-Carriedo University of North Texas
Título: Playing Catch or Catching a Cold?
English Learner’s Vocabulary Development
Abstract: Vocabulary acquisition is a critical
component of academic literacy and school
success. Research shows that consistent
exposure to new words and systematic
instruction that includes scaffolding techniques
are critical elements for teaching vocabulary to
English learners. This presentation will focus on
the teaching of high-frequency words, general
academic words, and domain-specific words. A
series of strategies for vocabulary instruction will
be demonstrated.
Fecha: Jueves 17 de diciembre de 2020, a las
18:00 horas
Inscripción: FORMULARIO DE INSCRIPCIÓN
¡NO TE LO PIERDAS!
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TESOL-SPAIN Seasonal Trivia Quiz - answers (and more)
1 Which country is the first to see in the New Year?
Answer: Tonga and Kiribati are the first nations to see in the New Year.
Bonus facts: The Pacific atoll of Kiritimati, part of the territory of Kiribati, is in the world's farthest forward time
zone, UTC +14, and is one of the first inhabited places on Earth to experience the New Year. Its Gilbertese
name is the rendition of the English word "Christmas" according to its phonology, in which the combination ti is
pronounced s, and so the name is pronounced Kirismas. One of the last places on the planet to see in the New
Year, 25 hours later, is American Samoa (just 2,000 kilometres away).
2 Which is the most played Christmas song?
Answer: All I want for Christmas is You, Mariah Carey (Spotify #1 most streamed)
Bonus facts: It's difficult to get a definitive answer to this question as there are so many different ways to
measure, and a lot of Google results out there refer to different countries, so a report in 2019 gave the Pogues'
(sometimes controversial) song, The Fairytale of New York, as the most-listened to song in the UK , while the
Guinness Book of Records awards the top-selling song to Bing Crosby's White Christmas, but we have decide to
go with Spotify's ranking, giving Mariah Carey's seasonal hit as their number one festive song.
3 Which is the highest-grossing Christmas movie?
Answer: The Home Alone franchise
Bonus facts: Elf (2003) has earned more than $220 million. The Polar Express grossed more than $313 million.
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000) comes in second on our list, with earnings of more than $345 million. But
the number on top-selling movies are the two Home Alone movies, grossing $365 and $476 million. Find out
more about the biggest Christmas movie earners here.
4 Which countries or cultures celebrate the following December festivities?
Te Raumati: A Maori summer celebration, celebrated in New Zealand, it marks the summer solstice
Hanukkah: A Jewish celebration, lasting eight days, celebrated in December.
Kwanzaa: A week-long celebration that honours African heritage in African-American culture.
Hogmanay: New Year celebrations in Scotland.
5 The figure of Saint Nicholas, who we now know today as Santa Claus, is originally from which
country?
There are many stories surrounding the origins of Saint Nicholas, aka Santa Claus, but the oldest seems to
suggest that he came from Turkey. Click here to read the story.
6 When was the first Christmas tree introduced in the UK and by whom?
Again there are many stories surrounding the introduction of the first Christmas tree to the UK; but it seems
that it was Queen Charlotte. Click here to read about all four people on the list and their connections to the
Christmas tree tradition.
7 Which town holds the record for the World’s biggest nativity scene? For a bonus point, what
records do the others hold?
Answer: Alicante, Spain - the tallest Nativity figurines in teh world were erected in Alicante this year.
Vilnius, Lithuania, holds the record for the world's smallest nativity scene, smaller than a human cell!
San José del Monte, Philippines holds the record for the most participants in a living nativity scene.
Pembroke Pines, Florida, USA holds the record for the largest display of nativity scenes
8 Which countries do these seasonal characters come from?
El Viejito Pascuero: popular name for Father Christmas in Chile.
Joulupukki: a Father Christmas type figure from Finland, the name translates as "Christmas goat". He travlels
on a sliegh pulled by reindeer (but they don't fly).
La Befana: a witch-like figure that brings presents of coal to naughty children on the night on January 5 in Italy.
Krampus: In Central European folklore, Krampus is a horned figure described as "half-goat, half-demon", who,
during the Christmas season, punishes naughty children.
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La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ;tsantana44@gmail.com.
Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias
The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.
Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.
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