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Welcome to our Convention 2021
Special Issue Newsletter
Welcome to this special edition of the monthly TESOL-SPAIN newsletter! Find out
everything you need to know about our 44th annual convention. Click on the video for a
special message from TESOL-SPAIN President (and this year's convention coordinator),
Gerard McLoughlin.

SHARE THIS WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES!
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Convention
updates
1. Online platform
The convention has been live on the Whova platform and app since the beginning of the year. If you
have already registered for the convention, you will already have signed on and created an account.
If not, read on to find out how!
2. Participants
Registration is open until February 28. If you are already a member of TESOL-SPAIN, the event is
free. If not, you just need to sign up as a member here. Once you have registered, take a look at the
Attendee Guide to find out all of the things you can do to get the most from the convention. Don’t
forget to complete your Profile once you’ve registered – that way you can start networking straight
away!
3. Speakers and Programme
The provisional timetable is now available on the webpage and on the Whova platform. You can find
out about the speakers by clicking on this link. The programme is currently under construction. Take
a look at this sample and keep an eye on the Agenda. You can start looking through the talks and
even sign up for ones you know you don’t want to miss!
4. Publishers and Sponsors
Our sponsors are already preparing their virtual stands – why not pay them a visit!
5. Homologación
We have applied to the Ministry of Education for approval and are awaiting approval. Fingers
crossed!!
6. Social events
As the convention is online, we don’t have the usual cocktail, coffee breaks and dinner for
participants to mingle and network. However, one of the reasons we decided on Whova as a
platform for our convention is that there is a great networking service.
Click on the image to visit the Q&A page for more information!
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Click on the image to see the most
up-to-date version of the timetable

TAKE A LOOK AT ALL THE TALKS
ON OFFER AND SIGN UP TODAY!

32

Treasurer's Report
February eNL: From the treasurer
The 2021 TESOL-SPAIN Annual National Convention is an online event. Regarding
financial aspects, this has generated some changes:
1 Exceptionally, this convention is free of charge for all participants. It requires
you to be a paid-up member, but no additional conference fee will be charged. This
decision was made by the board in consideration of the difficult position many English
teachers find themselves in, as a result of the COVID pandemic. Access to professional
development has become more complicated for many of us, and as a non-profit
association run by teachers for teachers TESOL-SPAIN believes that we should make our
activities available at an affordable rate.
2 Membership is now available not only for residents in Spain but also
internationally. Online events can be of interest to many more than just teachers of
English in Spain. We have therefore decided to accept new members from all over the
world and give them access to our convention, webinars and online training sessions.
3 You can register and make payment of your membership fees here.
4 Convention contact: For any urgent concerns during the 2021 Convention, you can
meet with Tammi Santana (Membership Officer) and me (Treasurer) on the convention
platform (Whova) at one of our two virtual meets at these times:

Sat 6 March: 10:30-10:45
Sun 14 March: 11:30-11:45
5 Accounts: These will be presented briefly at the Annual General Meeting. (add link)
They will also be made available in the members’ area on the TESOL-SPAIN website.
Please have a look to see how we have administered your membership fees, and if you
have any questions or comments, please write to TESOLSPAINTreasurer@gmail.com.
Birgit Strotmann
Treasurer TESOL-SPAIN

FREE for members!
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Annual General
Meeting
TESOL-SPAIN’s Annual General Meeting is always held during our convention and this
year is no different. It is a public meeting and we hope you will join us to hear what the
organisation has been doing over the past year.
Orden del día AGM
Fecha: 13 de marzo 2021
Hora: 14.30
Lugar: Online
1. Lectura y aprobación, si procede, del acta de la Asamblea General de la XLIII convención
anual celebrada en Salamanca el 7 de Marzo de 2020.
2. Presentación de los candidatos para la Junta Directiva de TESOL-SPAIN. Votación y
recuento de votos.
3. Lectura y aprobación, si procede, del informe financiero de 2020.
4. Informe de las actividades realizadas por TESOL-SPAIN.
5. Informe resultado de la votación.
6. Ruegos y preguntas.
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PLENARY SPEAKERS
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Valorising Learner Competence: how can we see beyond errors
in learner language and value growth in competence?
This plenary session will focus on the positives of learner language, especially in terms of lexical and
grammatical development by exploring the notion of learner competencies. As language teachers, it
is often easier to see what learners get wrong at a particular stage of language learning rather than
what they have gained when compared with a previous level. Errors are essentially easier to identify
and, as teachers, we can address them pedagogically. Historically, the exploration of errors has
informed syllabi through contrastive analysis of learners’ first language with the target language.
Additionally, error analysis has improved our understanding of the concept of ‘interlanguage’.
However, in this talk, I will attempt to show, using examples, that learners, at all levels, are moving
along a developmental pathway. Errors are part of this development but in tandem with errors, there
are many developing competencies. As part of the talk, some learner examples will be used from the
55-million-word Cambridge Learner Corpus (CLC) which comprises over 200,000 English Language
exam scripts, from over 200 countries, from speakers of over 140 first languages. By looking more
closely at learner competencies, it is hoped to bring focus to the positive side of language teaching,
learning and development.
Dr Anne O’Keeffe is a Senior Lecturer in Applied Linguistics at Mary
Immaculate College, University of Limerick, in Ireland. Her teaching
career started in the 1990s in Barcelona when she taught English
in Manresa. Over the years, she has published numerous books
and research articles. These range across English Language
Teaching, English discourse and corpus linguistics and include
From Corpus to Classroom (2007, Cambridge University Press,
with Michael McCarthy and Ronald Carter), English Grammar Today
(2011, Cambridge University Press, with Ronald Carter, Michael
McCarthy and Geraldine Mark), Introducing Pragmatics in Use 2edn
(2020, Routledge, with Brian Clancy and Svenja Adolphs). She also co-edited the Routledge
Handbook of Corpus Linguistics (with Michael McCarthy). She also developed the online resource:
English Grammar Profile (Cambridge University Press), with Geraldine Mark. Dr O’Keeffe is coeditor of two Routledge book series, Routledge Corpus Linguistic Guides and Routledge Applied
Corpus Series.
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Developing and Fostering Pedagogic
Partnerships for Meaningful Learning
A large part of the response to the challenges imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic has been on how
teaching can best be sustained rather than on how learning can be developed. While teachers in
technologically advanced contexts have focused on identifying the best possible platforms to teach
their students, this has not been the case in low-to-no-tech contexts, where teachers and children have
either been forced to abandon formal education completely or have resorted to locally available
resources such as radio and paper-based teaching and learning. In both contexts, questions about how
learning - rather than teaching - can be sustained have still not been fully answered. The central
argument of this presentation is that for effective learning to happen, we need to recognise,
acknowledge and engage learners as experts in learning and develop collaborative inquiry-based
practices which put them at the forefront of pedagogic processes. To illustrate this, I draw from an
ongoing teacher-association research project I have been involved in, as well as from my own
experiences of teaching and researching young learners and teenagers to demonstrate that instilling a
sense of shared responsibility for investigating the praxis between teaching and learning can help
students develop a sense of autonomy which is essential for their language learning in the real world.
The presentation concludes with some reflections on global citizenship, autonomy and authenticity in
language pedagogy for young learners and teenagers.
Harry Kuchah Kuchah is a Fellow of the British Higher Education Academy and Lecturer
in Language Education at the University of Leeds, UK, where he also serves as Leader
of the MA TESOL, Young Learners programme. He has also been involved in a range of
teacher education and materials development initiatives in sub-Saharan Africa, South
East Asia and Europe. More recently, he has served as a Consultant with the Council of
Europe in Albania, with Windle Trust International and ELT Consultants in South Sudan
and with the British Council in Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea and Afghanistan where he has set
up English language teacher communities. In 2016 Harry was recognised by TESOL
International Association as one of ‘30 upcoming leaders’ in ELT globally.
He is currently President of the International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language (IATEFL)
and member of the British Council English Language Advisory Group. His research interests include Teaching
English to Young Learners, English Medium Education, Language teacher education and continuous professional
development as well as Language education in challenging contexts and he has published extensively in these
areas. His is co-edited (with Fauzia Shamim), of International Perspectives on Teaching English in Difficult
Circumstances (Palgrave Macmillan) and of a forthcoming book (with Annamaria Pinter) Ethical and
methodological issues in researching young language learners in school contexts (Multilingual Matters).
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Keeping students engaged online
With COVID-19 forcing schools and institutions to move their classrooms online, a new
approach to education has emerged; that of emergency remote teaching (ERT). This quick
transition out of the physical classroom and into the virtual one has presented most
educators with great opportunities but also challenges, not least of which is keeping
students engaged at a distance. How can we create engaging and interactive learning
experiences in the synchronous and asynchronous language classroom? Informed by online
pedagogies, this plenary session will explore effective and practical ways to keep students in
the learning zone.

Sophia Mavridi is a digital learning specialist and a
lecturer in English Language Teaching at De
Montfort University in the UK. She also works with
educational institutions around the world providing
in-service training and consultation. Her latest
publications are ‘English for 21st Century Skills’
(Express Publishing, 2020) and ‘Digital Innovations
and Research in Language Learning’ (IATEFL, 2020)
both of which reflect her keen interest in innovative
pedagogies in language education.
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Are we all equal and included?
ELT is a profession which tries to promote tolerance and understanding, it is often lacking in
inclusivity and equality. Policies alone are not enough to build an inclusive workplace, and inclusion
should not be a box-ticking exercise. At its most basic level, it is about ensuring that no one is
discriminated against because of their age, disability, race, religion or belief, gender, sexual
orientation or other factors such as social background. Equality and diversity can bring with them
many challenges, so to promote inclusion, you need to consider how staff and students will work
together on a daily basis.

Varinder Unlu has worked in ELT for over 28 years in all contexts
from private language schools to FE and HE, teaching students of
all ages. She has been a DOS/Academic Manager since 2002.
Varinder is currently the school Principal at Speak Up London, as
well as a teacher trainer for both Cambridge CELTA and Trinity
TESOL. Varinder is the co-founder of Inclusive Practices and SENs
IATEFL SIG and was the coordinator for three years. She has
written articles and blog posts for various publishers and
websites, and is currently the joint coordinator for the Global
Issues IATEFL SIG. Varinder has spoken at many conferences on
many different topics including CPD for teachers, Helping
Learners with Learning Differences (SENs), Inclusion, Self
Organised Learning Environments (SOLEs), NNESTs v NESTs, CLIL,
Teaching Young Learners, Early Childhood Cognitive
Development and Motivating Learners and Teachers.
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Convention dates for your social diary!
Pre-conference
Meet and greet!
Friday March 5
8pm

Saturday
Vermouth
Session
March 6 &13
2.30 pm

Coffee
breaks
meet up
in the breaks
between talks!

Sunday
Vermouth
Session
March 7 & 14
2.30 pm

Keep an eye on our social media - or pop
into Whova check out the community tab for more invitations!
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La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ;tsantana44@gmail.com.
Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias
The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.
Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.
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