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Welcome letter
Welcome to the June issue of our TESOL-SPAIN e-Newsletter,
As the country moves slowly out of lock-down, teaching seems to be very
much in the headlines now – do we go back to the classroom or do we
continue teletrabajando? – something I’m sure we are all a great deal better
at now, than just a few short (?) months ago!
I hope you have been able to catch the great sessions in our mini online
conference – either live on May 9th, or now via the Members Area of our
website. (see more on the next page). To keep us in a positive digital frame
of mind, we are re-launching our series of webinars, now under the
auspices of one of the newer members of the Media Team, Dr. Daniel
Brint. Our first webinar, on Saturday 20th June at 12.00 is entitled Spot on!
Using TV Commercials in the English Language Classroom – see page 8 for
details.
We have a long history of collaboration with TESOL-France, and this month
we are not only featuring the Call for Papers for their November 2020
Colloquium, but also a report on Salamanca and our convention written by
Gillian Evans, long-time board member and collaborator with our French
counterpart – and good friend of TESOL-SPAIN.
Our featured article this month has been submitted by María González
García, a Secondary and Post-Secondary education teacher of English as a
Second Language at IES La Torreta (Elda, Alicante), writing about “36
Questions to Bond”.
Grant-winner, Carolina García Salas, has sent in her convention report, and
we also have Daniel Brint’s second article on the vagaries of the English
language – this time about words which have come into the language (and
not only into English) from films.

In this month's newsletter
Welcome letter
Teaching in troubled times
part 3 - What the future
holds Anita Lutterkort
TESOL-SPAIN's 1st online
conferences
FEATURED ARTICLE: 36
Questions to Bond by María
González García
WORD SPOT by Daniel Brint
JUNE WEBINAR NEWS!
Convention reports from
TESOL-SPAIN 2020 in
Salamanca from Carolina
Garcia Salas and Gillian
Evans
TESOL France Colloquium
2020: poster and call for
papers
An introduction to the
Language Fuel ELT Training
Library by Joanna Smith
Meet the Board Ryan Gornall

The June issue is normally our last before the summer break, but this year
we have decided to extend our calendar and offer a July newsletter as well.
If you have any news, articles, reports or tips you’d like to share, please get
them to us at tesolspainpublications@gmail.com by the 25th June.
All the best from the Media Team, Rebecca, Ryan, Daniel and Ceri
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TESOL-SPAIN's
1st online conference
A great success!
We'd like to extend a huge thank you once again
to everyone who took part in our first online
conference, participants, speakers, moderators
and organiser - and the biggest thanks of all to
Ryan Gornall for his amazing work behind the
scenes!
We had a lot of great feedback from viewers
around the globe, including these two extracts
from teachers in Argentina and the Ukraine:
Agradecida con vos y la comunidad de profesores
por esta gran oportunidad, admito que fue
agotador, sobre todo por el cambio horario, pero fue
gratificante haberlo hecho y ni hablar lo que he
aprendido. Todos los expositores han sido muy
profesionales, criteriosos y organizados en sus
discursos, la puntualidad excelente y la organización
en general me dejó muy conforme.
I would like to extend my deepest thanks for giving
me the unique opprtunity to participate in your
wonderful event - 1st online TESOL Spain Conference.
I am a teacher in Ukraine, and I find it extremely
useful to be able to join such a powerful team of
educators who shared their valuable ideas. Thank
you so much! I had not expected that the time of
Saturday from the morning till late evening would
have flown so quickly! It was really incredible.

Ryan Gornall at mission control

If you missed the sessions, or would like to see them again, they are available in our Members' Area.
Click here to sign in, and here to view all the recordings.
If you attended any (or all!) of the sessions, and you'd like to share a review of your experience, we'd
love to hear from you! Please contact us at tesolspainpublications@gmail.com. If you contact us
before June 25, we can include your review in the July newsletter!
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Teaching in troubled times part 3 What the future holds
We are nearing the end of the school term now and the hot weather is
reminding us that summer is nearly here. Despite the new routine with
online teaching, there are many questions about the future and more
particularly: How to start back again in September?

Anita Lutterkort

Some of my pupils were not able to continue with online lessons for various
reasons but would like to come back to class next academic year. My
academy is very small and I am not sure how to organise it adequately to
allow for social distancing and hygiene. One thing I’ve decided to do is to
remove the books on my bookcase and use the empty shelves to put out
some hand gels. I will also get rid of my desk and replace it with a much
smaller version (our old computer desk). That way I can stand right in the
corner and maximise the distances.
Academies have students of all ages usually, and the measures needed are
a little different according to age group. For instance, the little ones – in my
case they will be 1st of Primary next year ,will have to be much more static.
There just isn’t the space to move about safely. What about their pencils
and crayons? They will have to have their own pencil case and not use the
class ones, which will disappear with the books. What about hands on
activities? If we play with playdough, everyone will have to have their own
tub with their name on it. Doing a puzzle won’t really be possible and nor
will many of the other hands-on activities we usually do.
A teacher friend calls herself a ‘contact teacher’ and says she just can’t see
herself otherwise. We all are ‘contact teachers’ I would say, regardless of
the ages we teach. We correct work after all and often lean over our pupils
to help them as well as play games with cards and realia

Anita Lutterkort is from
London but has lived in Spain
for most of her life, where she
runs her own academy in
Puertollano. She enjoys
staying up-to-date with trends
in ELT and organising trips for
families and events for
teachers. She is currently
TESOL-SPAIN Area
Coordinator for Castilla La
Mancha.

Another aspect that worries me is how on earth will I be able to do proper speaking wearing a face mask. It just
won’t work. I’m considering whether to have the speaking part more for homework, but the reality is we speak all
the time. You may have noticed that it is quite difficult to understand people who are wearing a face mask, and
in a foreign language it will be absolutely impossible. If you have any suggestions, they would be welcome.
Although we have learned a lot of new technological tricks to keep ourselves going, we can’t really expect our
students and their families to continue with such an intensive system. I would happily use a mix of online and
classroom lessons and I can see that in some cases it could work provided that the families are committed to
helping their kids. In others, once school starts and the pressure of homework and extra-curricular activities
mounts up, there won’t be time for children to do much at home. Of course for school teachers, the problems
are a little different, but they do have the advantage of having a captive audience.
So, all in all, the future holds quite a lot of uncertainty in everyday life and also in teaching. Teaching a language is
an opportunity to open a child’s and also an adult’s eyes to another culture and this gives us a special place in the
student’s lives. However we solve the practical problems, we will continue engaging and inspiring our students
because we do have a big impact on them – something I know for a fact. I consider this aspect to be my biggest
achievement and so should you. Good luck!
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FEATURED ARTICLE:
36 QUESTIONS TO BOND
Author: María González García
Level: Intermediate and advanced
Age group: Secondary school to adults
This activity practices: Speaking and Listening
You will need: The list of 36 questions from the study “The
experimental generation of interpersonal closeness: A procedure
and some preliminary findings” by Arthur Aron (et al).
A few years ago, I came across an article by Mandy Len Catron in
The New York Times called “To fall in love with anyone, do this”. In
this article she talks about her own personal experience after going
through a set of 36 questions with a university acquaintance.
The questions were written by Arthur Aron at Stony Brook University
in 1997 for a study called “The experimental generation of
interpersonal closeness: A procedure and some preliminary
findings”. The experiment tried to assess whether intimacy could be
generated in a lab setting. Aron paired up a group of people and
gave them a list of 36 questions to go through. With every question
the list got increasingly personal (from “Whom would you want as a
dinner guest?” to “Share a personal problem with your partner”).
After finishing the 36 questions, participants were asked to look into
each other’s eyes for 4 minutes.

María González García is a
Secondary and post-secondary
education teacher of English as
a Second Language at IES La
Torreta (Elda, Alicante). Teacher
trainer for the Regional
Department of Education of the
Valencian Region (Conselleria de
Educación). She holds an MA in
Teaching Spanish as a Second
Language, PGCE and BA in
English. European Quality Label
from the Erasmus Programme
of the European Union.

I have to say that I immediately fell in love with the whole idea of
using these 36 questions in my English classes. I thought the
questions were a brilliant way of getting my students to speak. I was
tired of uninspiring speaking assignments and role plays and I was
looking for something that would motivate my students.
Finally, I decided to take the plunge and do something similar to what Arthur Aron did, but with a group of 30
16-year-old students who had a reasonable level of English (mostly A2 and a few B1).
I decided to get my students to work on one question in every class and, as I only had 3 lessons a week, it took
my students 12 weeks to get through the 36 questions. Every morning, as they came into the class, I wrote one
of the 36 questions on the board. I never told them where I got the questions from or what the original
experiment was about, as I did not want them to think that I was trying to get them to fall in love with each
other.
So, the class always started this way: We would read the question aloud, translate it if necessary and then in
pairs they had 5 minutes to talk about it. At the end of the 5 minutes I would choose 5 students who would have
to tell the class what they and/or their partner had been speaking about. These 5 students were given a grade.
After 12 weeks, 2 things surprised me the most. The first one was how keen students were to share their
personal lives with their peers. We started with the first questions (the more impersonal ones) and week by
week questions started to get more and more personal. To begin with I thought students would not want to
answer some of the questions, but to my surprise, they were always keen to answer.
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The other thing that really surprised me was how well my students were able to speak in front of the whole
class. And this made me think about how often, when I asked a student a question of the whole class, I
would not get an answer. I realised that this was not because the student did not want to speak, but
because very often, they needed time to reflect on the question and articulate a coherent answer in their
mind, and I was not giving them the time to do this.
Answering the questions, first in pairs and then in front of the whole class, gave my students a muchneeded chance to reflect on what they wanted to say and, secondly, to rehearse their answers with their
partners. After that, if they were chosen to speak in front of the class, the majority of the students felt
confident enough to answer the question.
I know by now you all want to see the original 36 questions from Arthur Aron study, so... here they are, all
yours!
Set I
1. Given the choice of anyone in the world, whom would you want as a dinner guest?
2. Would you like to be famous? In what way?
3. Before making a telephone call, do you ever rehearse what you are going to say? Why?
4. What would constitute a “perfect” day for you?
5. When did you last sing to yourself? To someone else?
6. If you were able to live to the age of 90 and retain either the mind or body of a 30-year-old for
the last 60 years of your life, which would you want?
7. Do you have a secret hunch about how you will die?
8. Name three things you and your partner appear to have in common.
9. For what in your life do you feel most grateful?
10. If you could change anything about the way you were raised, what would it be?
11. Take four minutes and tell your partner your life story in as much detail as possible.
12. If you could wake up tomorrow having gained any one quality or ability, what would it be?

Set II
13. If a crystal ball could tell you the truth about yourself, your life, the future or anything else,
what would you want to know?
14. Is there something that you’ve dreamed of doing for a long time? Why haven’t you done it?
15. What is the greatest accomplishment of your life?
16. What do you value most in a friendship?
17. What is your most treasured memory?
18. What is your most terrible memory?
19. If you knew that in one year you would die suddenly, would you change anything about the
way you are now living? Why?
20. What does friendship mean to you?
21. What roles do love and affection play in your life?
22. Alternate sharing something you consider a positive characteristic of your partner. Share a
total of five items.
23. How close and warm is your family? Do you feel your childhood was happier than most other
people’s?
24. How do you feel about your relationship with your mother?

36 QUESTIONS TO BOND
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Set III
25. Make three true “we” statements each. For instance, “We are both in this room feeling ...”
26. Complete this sentence: “I wish I had someone with whom I could share ...”
27. If you were going to become a close friend with your partner, please share what would be
important for him or her to know.
28. Tell your partner what you like about them; be very honest this time, saying things that you
might not say to someone you’ve just met.
29. Share with your partner an embarrassing moment in your life.
30. When did you last cry in front of another person? By yourself?
31. Tell your partner something that you like about them already.
32. What, if anything, is too serious to be joked about?
33. If you were to die this evening with no opportunity to communicate with anyone, what would
you most regret not having told someone? Why haven’t you told them yet?
34. Your house, containing everything you own, catches fire. After saving your loved ones and
pets, you have time to safely make a final dash to save any one item. What would it be? Why?
35. Of all the people in your family, whose death would you find most disturbing? Why?
36. Share a personal problem and ask your partner’s advice on how he or she might handle it.
Also, ask your partner to reflect back to you how you seem to be feeling about the problem you
have chosen.
You are probably wondering now how my students felt after going through the 36 questions and
sustaining uninterrupted eye contact for 4 minutes at the end. These are some of the comments I got
from my class:
“I felt a strange feeling. I don’t know why but I wanted to cry although it was only for a moment.”
“I believe this experiment changed my relationship with Raul.”
“I would like to try this with my friend Candela.”
“I think this experiment has helped us to be closer.”
“I think this experiment is not just for falling in love but for improving relationships.”
“It was fun.”
“I have realised that the way I see a person changes when I know more things about him/her.”
“I think that Carmen is a lovely person and I feel bad because I didn’t know how lovely she was before.”
“I will love her forever.”
“I feel I am with the best person in the world.”
“I felt uncomfortable because I don’t normally look people in the eye.”
As for me, what I got from the whole experience was a lot more than 25 students practising their oral
skills. Indeed, I did achieve that, and I was happy to see that week after week, my students were
communicating in English, but at the same time, something a lot deeper had happened in the class.
Students had opened up, they had spoken about and listened to very personal things and this had
created a sense of belonging, a bonding between my students and myself. Arthur Aron’s experiment had
brought us closer together as a group and, consequently, made the whole process of teaching and
learning English easier and a lot more enjoyable.
References:
Aron, A. et al (1997). “The experimental generation of interpersonal closeness: A procedure and some
preliminary findings”, Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, Vol. 23, No. 4, pp. 363-377.
Available online: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0146167297234003
Len Catron, M. (2015). “To fall in love with anyone, do this”, The New York Times.
Available online: https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/11/style/modern-love-to-fall-in-love-with-anyone-dothis.html

6

WORD SPOT: Daniel Brint
- expressions derived from films
Expressions derived from films are an intriguing part of our vocabulary. The term ‘Groundhog day’ has
appeared a lot in the media recently. It comes from the 1993 movie of the same name in which the main
character, played by Bill Murray, relives the same day again and again. Sounds familiar? It does to many
people under Corvid lockdown, those who feel they repeat the same routine endlessly. Here’s the headline of
a May 2 article from The Guardian: Groundhog day getting you down? Here's my trick for breaking the
monotony.
By the way, Murray uses his replica days to learn new skills, and that’s something positive that many people
have done in the last two months as well.
A rather more sinister film term is ‘gaslighting.’ This refers to when someone manipulates and deceives you
into questioning and second-guessing your reality. It derives from a 1944 movie – and the play by Patrick
Hamilton – in which this happens to the heroine.
Taylor Swift upset a lot of Donald Trump supporters when she accused the president of gaslighting the
American public in 2019. “[He’s] gaslighting the American public into being like, ‘if you hate the president, you
hate America.’” said Swift. “We’re a democracy — at least, we’re supposed to be — where you’re allowed to
disagree, dissent, debate.”
Film terms can also appear as loan words – in Spanish, the combination of jumper and cardigan (a twin-set)
worn by Joan Fontaine in Rebecca is called a ‘rebeca,’ although this is not used in English.
Can you think of any other movie-based idioms or expressions? If so, please send an email at:
tesolspainpublications@gmail.com
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TESOL-SPAIN JUNE WEBINAR

www.bit.ly/TESOLSpainWebinarJune20

Dr Daniel Brint is a teacher
and trainer with special interest
in literature, visual media and
creative writing. Daniel worked
for the British Council for 25
years and is now director of
Upper Street School of English,
Madrid. He gives teacher
training courses and is an
online tutor for the Comunidad
de Madrid and the University of
Alcalá. Daniel has written
material for Cambridge
University Press’s textbooks
CITIZEN Z and PREPARE and is
co-author of the British CouncilEspasa collaboration Las 500
Dudas más Frecuentes del Inglés.

Abstract
In this Webinar I will be looking at how television
commercials (spots) can be used for a range of engaging
and creative lessons at almost any level. We will discuss how
these activities are structured and consider a number of
ways of exploiting the audio-visual materials by focusing on
the relationship between language, image and themes.
Students of all ages – but especially younger students –
inhabit an intensely visual world where messages are
conveyed with immediacy and creativity. By bringing examples of these into the classroom
and using them to promote communication and fluency we are tapping into a highly
effective resource and fostering student participation and learning.

SPOT ON! Using TV commercials in the
English Language classroom
Dr Daniel Brint
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Convention Reports
TESOL-SPAIN 43rd Annual National Convention
Salamanca, 6-8 March, 2020
by Carolina García Salas, grant winner
I am English Instructor specialized in Inclusive Teaching, integrating it with innovative content and in a
context dominated by ICT in the classroom.
The leitmotiv of this convention was breaking barriers or in other words inclusive education in English
Teaching.
I am fond of this subject and ELT. As a consequence, after knowing I had received this grant to attend to
this convention, I felt doubly lucky.
There were so many interesting seminars that at the beginning I didn’t know how to choose the best
ones. Finally, I decided to attend several about topics that I wasn’t an expert on, and topics that I wanted
to learn more about but had researched and put into practice myself.
The title of the first seminar was “Automated Language Teaching - Are robots really coming for our jobs?”.
It resonated with a fear that I sometimes have about whether the advances in technology will steal our
jobs in the future, and it made me feel more secure and comfortable about it. Definitely, it was a good
beginning.
During that afternoon, I attended other exhilarating seminars such as “Gender inclusive Practices
through Gamification” and “Mediation in the context of the EFL-ESL class” and the final touch of the day
was the marvellous cocktail organized in the Congress Palace.
The following day, was the busiest one of this annual convention. However, it was enlivened with one
coffee break with live music and another one with delicious coffees and yummy sweets.
There were many seminars, but the most remarkable and useful to me on the second day were “IPA:
Symbols of Power?” “Useful Apps in the ELT Classroom” “Psychology Games for Language Learning”,
“Pronunciation integration: Why? What? How?” and Transforming Diversity into Inclusion: Strategies &
Activities to balance diversity in the classroom”.
On Sunday, I exploited all the new knowledge provided in the last seminars even though I was feeling
blue at the thought it was close to the end of this wonderful experience.
The most enthralling talks I attended were “Autism Spectrum Disorder and ADHD Implementing
Strategies” “Misspelling: 10 motivating ideas to improve our students spelling” and “Gamification in the
Language Learning: Beyond the Buzz”
I consider myself extremely fortunate for enjoying this experience. It is due to the love of my profession,
and I work day by day to be the best version of an English teacher I can. The convention provided me
with new knowledge, new tools to improve my lessons and good new colleges who created a marvellous
network to help us to overthrow the difficulties of our job.
Kind regards
Thank you
See you in Madrid 2020
Carolina García Salas
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TESOL-SPAIN 43rd Annual National Convention
Salamanca, 6-8 March, 2020
by Gillian Evans, TESOL-France
I have always enjoyed TESOL-SPAIN’s Conventions, not only for the quality of the speakers but also for the
welcome given by the friendly and helpful TESOL-SPAIN team members.
So this year I couldn’t miss their convention in SALAMANCA.
Just the name, Salamanca, conjures up images of famous people. At previous TESOL-SPAIN Conventions I
have had the opportunity to explore beautiful cities with reminders of Spain’s historic past. I, who love history
and Spain. In Seville, the statue of El Cid Campeador and the tomb of Christopher Columbus, and now in
Salamanca, the famous university, founded in 1218 by King Alfonso 1X and mentioned in several chapters of
Cervantes’ Don Qujote, although it isn’t certain that Cervantes was actually a student there.
I arrived late on Thursday evening after a long and arduous journey from Northern France. I was happy to
see that the Facultad de Filologia, where the convention was to be held, was just round the corner from my
hotel.
From the window of my hotel room I could see the magnificent old Cathedral of Salamanca. So my Friday
morning was spent visiting this wonderful building and also a quick visit of the city.
n a sunny - or even on a cloudy - day, the beauty of the massive sculptured facade of the Cathedral takes
one’s breath away. Building started 900 years ago and continued over three centuries. I had time to admire
the beautiful chapels, the tall columns and stained-glass windows while listening to a commentary with
headphones. One small item drew my attention in the Capilla de las Batallas (of the Battles). In the centre of
a beautifully carved centre-piece was a small cross which is said to be the cross that el Cid Campeador –
O
once again el Cid – always carried to his battles with the Arab invaders.
Time was going by and my feet were already
beginning to feel tired, but then, just round the
corner from the cathedral, I saw a little train waiting.
So I was able to see much of the city sitting
comfortably
I will mention just one of the interesting buildings I
saw on my tour of the city. The Casa de las Conchas
(the House of Shells). It owes its name to the 300 or
more sculptured shells which cover its facade. It
was built at the end of the XV century by order of
don Rodrigo Maldonado de Talavera and by his son,
who later lived there. They say that the shells were
placed there either because the Maldonado family
line belonged to the order of Santiago or that it was
a sign of don Rodrigo’s love for his wife, Juana,
whose family emblem was a shell.
However, the highlight of my visit was, of course, the
Convention. Some of the plenary talks were held in
the beautiful old building of the University. I, like
many before me, studied the magnificent facade,
looking for the famous « frog » (rana) or « toad
« (sapo) as some call it. Much to my regret I couldn’t
see him until afterwards on Wikipedia
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I wasn’t able, of course, to see all the talks I would have liked to see or even all the Plenary speakers, whose talks,
there's no doubt about it, were well-worth coming to Salamanca for. I would just like to mention a few of the
speakrs whose talks I had the chance to attend.
John Hughes : Creative thinking and learning inside the box
John's first question, What is creativity ? reaped various answers; imagination, inspiration, divergent thinking, new
ideas from old ideas. John outlined the different between "big C" creativity and "little c" creativity. "Big C"
creativity is linked to the work of great artists and John spoke of how, in the ELT classroom, the work of famous
writers, musicians and artists can provide stimulus to inspire students to produce something themselves.
"Little c" creativity involves creative thinking and the process we undergo to solve a problem or task. John told us
about his own son in his first year at school. His task was to write the numbers 1 to 10 backwards !(it reminds
me of a horrible task I had to do at the age of 5 ½). John’s son actually DREW the numbers backwards.
John moved on to talk about the concept of "Thinking outside the box" and "Divergent thinking" and the idea
that creativity is all about imagination and generating new ideas. But creative thinking also requires thinking in
which students reflect on their ideas and apply judgment. He also spoke of the importance of "Convergent
thinking", thinking inside the box, setting limits or constraints which in fact, force creativity. When they are set
limits, students often find it easier to be creative.
Rebecca Place : Happy endings with AEN. Reading for all.
A very stimulating talk and as the programme says, she gave us "a shelf-ful of practical suggestions" for guiding
children with individual learning styles, made more demanding by addtional educational needs, onto the right
path to enjoy their reading.
As a teacher we can use images, TV comics, even cornflake packages, for environmental reading or programmes
like Jackanory to raise their interest. And why not let children handle the book sitting on the floor if you like.
Rebecca gave us activities for short-term memory, for example Kim’s game or Realia in a bag, and for
phonological awareness, where pupils don’t have the knowledge of context to know how to spell a word. How
would a Spanish or a French child spell « Leicester Square » if he/she heard it pronounced ?
We discussed reading difficulties including, Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, AS(H) (lack of sustained concentration), and
Aspergers syndrome. Recognition, decoding, remembering, linking, organization, comprehension,
personalisation = reading.
Francesca Lambert : "Magic in the Classroom"
A really bright and lively speaker. Her talk started with a simple lesson plan structure based on the questions:
What am I teaching? How will I teach it ?How will I know if my students understand ?
She introduced scaffolding activities, and fun activities which help students to learn more, retain more and enjoy
learning. These included her magic tips: 1) routines, 2) reward and discipline, 3) rapport. These lead to less
stress in the classroom, increased motivation, more student engagement with learning, and student success.
She presented a wealth of engaging activities for speaking, writing, reading and listening including a guessing
game, a mystery box, drawing in the air, among others.
There were many other exciting moments I could mention during these three memorable days in Salamanca,
but here I must stop as those of you who attended the Convention will also have many things to say about ideas
you feel are worth sharing. So, no doubt, we may have the chance to meet again at the next TESOL-SPAIN
Convention in Madrid!
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Click here for the call for papers
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The Language Fuel ELT Training Library Joanna Smith, Director
Were your conference plans interrupted this year? Most of us look forward to the networking opportunities, to
the fresh ideas for our teaching practice. Even though the networking is not possible, professional development
can carry on online.
The Language Fuel team has developed an online training library of bite-sized, fully online PD courses for
English language teachers. Institutions or individual teachers can get a subscription to the ELT Training Library
and gain access to all courses, allowing them to pick and choose what they want to access, according to their
needs. The courses are authored by award-winning, published ELT experts from across the globe, including
some based in Spain. Do you recognise your colleagues in the list? Jill Hadfield is the content editor, and she
ensures a constant pipeline of new courses and authors, with at least one new course published each month.
All the courses are interactive, and have a
discovery-learning format rather than the
mainly-presentation format common in
webinars and other online courses. Extensive
trialling with teachers and institutions also
reported that the more traditional hour-long
course format was too much for busy teachers,
so courses are 20 minutes or less. There is also
a mobile app allowing teachers to access
courses on the go.
Recognising the different needs and levels
among English teachers, courses cover a wide
range of topics, from all areas of the Cambridge
Teacher Development framework. Groups of
teachers can get an institutional license, and
your DOS can make recommendations – for
individuals or the whole team. A report can be
generated from inside the site, detailing the
courses completed.

Some of our authors

Recently, teachers have been forced to re-invent teaching. Language Fuel has now re-invented PD. The ELT
training library makes professional development easy and accessible for English teachers, no matter where they
are in the world, or what time they have available. Consult the ELT Training Library website for more
information.

Example activity from “Teaching Teenagers: an introduction”
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MEET THE BOARD!
Meet Ryan Gornall

I first came to Spain whilst I was studying at
university during my summer holidays. I worked
on a summer camp in Tarragona, in the
Pyrenees mountains, and it was my first
experience as an English Teacher. I spent 5
fantastic summers working there, and fell in love
with the Spanish culture and language. Once I
finished my studies I moved to Alicante as a
Language Assistant with the British Council. After
that, I ended up working as an actor for an
Educational Theatre company, touring around
the whole of Spain for 2 years.
After that I settled down in Oviedo, which is
where I now call home. I love Asturias, with its
breathtaking landscapes, welcoming and friendly
people, and of course the Sidra!
I currently work at Colegio Palacio de Granda, a
private school close to Oviedo, as a Visual and
Performing Arts Teacher. I started out teaching
Theatre to my primary students, but over time I
have also started teaching them about video
editing and production. I’m a technology
enthusiast and I’m constantly looking for ways to
innovate with my teaching methods. You can
check out my online resources via my Twitter
feed: @ryangornall13
My first contact with TESOL-SPAIN was at last
year’s convention in Oviedo where I gave a
presentation about using Theatre in the
Classroom, and from that I was asked to join the
TESOL-SPAIN media team. It was a real honour
to join the board in the impressive Salamanca
University Paraninfo, and I’m really looking
forward to helping the media team and meeting
as many of you as possible at the Madrid 2021
Convention!
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La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com, tsantana44@gmail.com.
Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias
The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.
Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.
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