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Welcome letter
Dear TESOL-SPAIN members,
November is notoriously a month where the initial punch we started the
new term with has mostly worn off, and this year many of us are still trying
to get to grips with all the changes in our profession…but TESOL-SPAIN is
here to remind you how important you are as part of the teaching
community and how much you have to offer your students, your
colleagues and your fellow T-S members!
We have 2 webinars for you this month – a Round Table on November 14
at 13.00 to discuss the ideas and reaction to Monica Rodriguez Salvo’s
three sessions on Social and Emotional learning, and Trailers Now and
Then, the second of Daniel Brint’s four webinars about exploiting visual
resources on November 28 at 11.00. Don’t forget that you can watch any
webinars you missed – or enjoyed and would like to watch again – by going
into the Members Only area on our website (have your membership
number to hand).
The line-up for next March’s online convention is taking shape, so many
thanks from Karen McDonald, Speaker Coordinator for all the submitted
proposals. She and her team of readers will be timetabling later this
month – albeit virtually rather than sticking Post-its on the dining room
table! Virtual planning continues apace on every aspect of the convention
and last Sunday the Board met to choose the platform we’ll be using in
March. We’re confident you’ll enjoy the experience!
Don’t miss the chance to sign up for TESOL-France’s 39th annual
Colloquium and British Council Spain’s ‘Rethinking’ panels, discussing key
areas of bilingual and plurilingual education.
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If you have anything to share with your fellow TESOL-SPAIN members,
don’t hesitate to drop us a line to tesolspainpublications@gmail.com, and
good luck for the month ahead!
All the best, Rebecca, Daniel, Ryan and Ceri
TESOL-SPAIN Media Team
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TESOL-SPAIN NEWS
Area coordinators' coffee morning
A big group of TESOL-SPAIN Area Coordinators from around the country got together for a Zoom Coffee
Morning last Sunday. We hadn’t seen each other since Salamanca, and it was a great opportunity to say Hi,
see what’s going on in each region and brainstorm ways of reaching out to our members in these difficult
times.

Led by Caroline Allen, Regional Coordinator, and Gerard McLoughlin, President of TESOL-SPAIN, the
conversations kicked off as ACs shared a mug of coffee (prize for best mug, complete with chalkboard, going
to Carmen Arias, Castilla y León North!) and talked about how belonging to the TESOL-SPAIN community is
so important for them as professionals in so many different teaching situations - Claire Potter in Seville is a
CELTA and DELTA examiner, Anita Lutterkort in Castilla La Mancha runs her own academy and Frank López
in Murcia specialises in EdTech and educational robotics, to name a few! Everyone had something positive to
input and we all learnt from Jessica MacKay’s recent experience running an online, 2-session event for
members in her area in and around Barcelona (catch up on Sean Hutchman’s session here), Charo Reyes’
organisational know-how as former president of GRETA, and the triumvirate of long-time TESOL-SPAIN
stalwarts in Madrid, Hilary Plass, Jennifer Murray and Kate Marriage.
It was super to see so much enthusiasm on a Sunday morning mid-COVID, so look out for a T-S Coffee
Morning coming to your area soon!
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WORD SPOT: Dr Daniel Brint
- expressions derived from books
Earlier this year, I wrote about common expressions derived from films. This month I would like to consider
some from books. For the sake of brevity, I will exclude Shakespeare. Let’s just say plays don’t count as books
for the time being, as that avoids choosing from between 450 and 1700 terms (opinions differ on the exact
total) the Bard is believed to have added to the English language.
Numerous adjectives and nouns originate from books – quixotic, Orwellian, Kafkaesque to describe qualities,
Pollyanna (optimist), Scrooge (miser) Peter Pan (eternal child) or Walter Mitty (dreamer) to define types. The
adaptation of character names seems one of the most common ways books enter the language. We talk
about a Jekyll and Hyde personality, or Malapropisms (derived from a Dickens character Mrs. Malaprop,
meaning an unintentionally humorous misuse or distortion of a word or phrase, such as Mike Tyson’s
comment upon losing the world boxing title – ‘I made fade into Bolivian’ – instead of ‘oblivion’.)
Less common but as interesting are terms to describe ideas or concepts such as a ‘catch 22 situation,’
derived from Joseph Heller’s 1961 novel Catch 22, or ‘big brother surveillance’ which references Orwell’s
1984.

But is the reported drop in how much people read (currently reversed, however, due to lockdowns and
confinements) likely to limit this kind of word formation? It is the case that the terms I have mentioned rely
on a widely shared frame of literary reference and this is something that has changed in recent years. We
can no longer assume that everyone has read or knows about the same books. Yet perhaps that doesn’t
matter. As Italo Calvino one observed, there are books that everyone else has read so it's as if you’ve read
them anyway. ‘Catch-22’ is a great way to describe a situation where you cannot make the right choice. It
really doesn’t matter whether you have read the book or not.
A case study could be the expression ‘lean in.’ This is taken from the title of a 2013 book by Sheryl Sandberg
about how women combine a family life and a career. Originally used to refer to women being proactive in
their professional environment, it has now taken on a more general sense of steps and processes that
advance a career. Merriam Webster notes the term on its website but qualifies the inclusion by adding, ‘while
lean in is certainly gaining currency, it doesn't yet have the widespread and sustained use necessary to be
entered into the dictionary.’ As always with language, some fashions fade while others thrive. Only time will
tell whether the attention lean in attracts is significant, or much ado about nothing.
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Congratulations to ELT Footprint!
On October 15, the British Council's 18th ELTons Innovation awards ceremony was held online for the
first time. The awards celebrate initiatives from all over the world in a number of different categories with
some really interesting finalists on the various shortlists.
This year, the award for Innovation in Teachers' Resources went to an initiative that is close to the hearts
of many of our TESOL-SPAIN members, who are also members of the initiative which won the award , the
ELT Footprint community.
Below you can read the acceptance speech given by Kath Bilsborough, teacher, trainer, materials writer,
long-term resident in Spain and a regular speaker at our annual convention.
Thank you to the British Council and to the ELTons team for organizing this year’s event and thank you to
the judges who voted for us. It was already an honour for ELT Footprint be a finalist and I’d like to
congratulate our co-finalists on their excellent and innovative products.
I can’t say I’m a hundred per cent surprised at winning because, let’s face it, the climate emergency is THE
most important issue facing the entire world right now and it’s high time our profession played its part in
saving the planet. All of the three thousand plus members of our community know this and this award is
for each and every one of them. Thank you!
Today we pause to celebrate. But tomorrow it’s back to action. We have a moral obligation to do whatever
we can within our ELT sphere. There are lots of conversations to be had. And lots more innovative ideas to
be developed and shared. ELT Footprint is the perfect place for this. I’d like to end by inviting everyone out
there to join us if you haven’t already. Everyone is welcome.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

To find out more, visit the ELT Footprint blog,
or join the conversations on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn
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Webinars 2020
Webinars coming up in November
Saturday, November 14 , 1pm (CET) (click on the title to join)
Round Table: Social and Emotional Learning
A round table to discuss the ideas and reaction to Monica Rodriguez
Salvo’s three sessions on Social and Emotional learning which
included her ideas, advice and activities for such areas as emotional
regulation, exercises for teachers and students, social awareness and
empathy. Rebecca Place will host the round table. If you have any
questions for Monica, please send them to:
tesolspainpublications@gmail.com.
Saturday, November 28, 11am (CET) (click on the title to join)
Trailers Now and Then.
In the second of four webinars about exploiting visual resources Dr
Daniel Brint will look at ways of using film trailers, in particular, trailers
for films which have been remade as these create opportunities for
comparison, visual literacy and an understanding of genre.

Recordings in the Members' Area
The Webinars available in our Members Only area include
the latest series of online mini courses offered by TESOLSPAIN:
Social and Emotional Learning series
Monica Rodriguez Salvo
Session 1: Introduction to social and emotional learning
and self-awareness
Session 2: Self-regulation and social awareness Session 3:
Positive relationships and improved decision making
Exploiting Visual Resources series
Dr Daniel Brint
Session 1: Animated content

If you missed a webinar, go to our Resources page for more information.
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Calendar of TESOL-SPAIN Events
NOV 2020 - JAN 2021
NOVEMBER 2020
Saturday November 14
Round Table Social and Emotional Learning Mónica Rodriguez Salvo
Saturday November 28
TESOL-SPAIN Teacher-training series - Exploiting Visual Resources Dr Daniel Brint.
Part 2: Trailers now and then

DECEMBER 2020
Saturday December 12
Webinar Using Songs to Explore Themes and Language Chris Walklett
Saturday December 19
TESOL-SPAIN Teacher-training series - Exploiting Visual Resources Dr Daniel Brint
Part 3: Sharp shorts

JANUARY 2021
Saturday January 16
Webinar - speaker to be confirmed
Saturday January 30
TESOL-SPAIN Teacher-training series - Exploiting Visual Resources Dr Daniel Brint
Part 4: Adding Ads
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UPCOMING BRITISH COUNCIL SPAIN EVENTS

The British Council are running a series of “Rethinking” panels which aim to focus conversation on key areas in
plurilingual education: inclusion, valid assessment and quality assurance.
Each panel begins with a short intervention from their guest speakers before moving on to discuss and
debate the questions posed by the Chair and the audience. They feel the panels promise to be interesting,
relevant and useful, and hope members of TESOL-SPAIN will be able to join and also share with our network
of colleagues and educators.
The first in the series of panels, “Rethinking Assessment”, was held on the 20th October, the second
“Rethinking Inclusion”, will be at 18.00 on Tuesday November 3, and the third and final panel, “Rethinking
Quality Assurance”, will be held at 18.00 onTuesday November 17.
Tuesday, November 3 Rethinking Inclusion in Plurilingual Education
There are huge challenges around inclusion policies and inclusive practices in education and some argue that
these challenges are even more difficult to address in plurilingual and bilingual education programmes. Is this
true? Does learning through another language make any or all areas of inclusion more difficult and if so, how
can we mitigate this? Critics often question the inclusion policies and practice in schools in these
programmes, but are they right to do so? Are these different from those in other schools? Should they be?
What can we all do to ensure that plurilingual and bilingual programmes provide a successful education for
all?
Speakers:
Professor Tony Booth, Director, Index for Inclusion Network
Dr. Marisa Pérez Cañado, Universidad de Jaén
Mariano Fernández Enguita, Catedrático de Sociología, Univ. Complutense, Director del Instituto Nacional de
Administración Pública
Sonja Uhlmann, Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Lead, British Council Spain
Pre-Register here.
Tuesday, November 17 Rethinking Quality Assurance in Plurilingual Education
All schools want to offer the best education possible to their pupils, but what does quality mean in plurilingual
and bilingual education? What policies and practices of school leadership help ensure quality and how do we
monitor the impact and success of these so that we can celebrate and build on what is working and change
what isn’t?
Speakers:
Dr. Catrin Redknap, Principal Research Officer (Welsh Language) Knowledge and Analytical Services, Welsh
Government
Sara Pampín García, Head, Instituto Ferrari de Valladolid. (Secondary School in Bilingual Education
Programme)
Mercedes Hernández Estrada, Head, British Council School
Pre-register here.
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MORE ELT NEWS & EVENTS
Dadoris

- an invitation to collaborate

Debbie West from TESOL-France has sent an invitation to
everyone at TESOL-SPAIN to join them for their 39th
Colloquium at the end of this month. You can see the
provisional timetable and register for the event on their
website.

Dadoris is a Spanish educational foundation
whose aim is to enable exceptionally talented
young people throughout Spain to study for a
university degree, students who would be
unable to do so without the financial, academic
and personal support of the volunteers and
donations Dadoris provides. You can learn more
about their work here:
https://fundaciondadoris.org/
I am currently organizing extra English training
for those Dadoris students who wish to develop
their language skills. Although this is being
coordinated through our School of English in
Madrid it is entirely non-profit and only made
possible by teachers giving up some of their
time to teach the students in 1 hour online
classes. If you might be interested in getting
involved, or would like to know more about the
classes, please contact me at the following
address: sdbrint@protonmail.com
I would like to thank TESOL-SPAIN for supporting
this initiative by inviting me to write this appeal
for the monthly newsletter.
Daniel Brint
TESOL-SPAIN board member
Director – Upper Street School of English,
Madrid.

Un mensaje de la asociación de enseñanza bilingüe
Recientemente se ha publicado un estudio titulado "La Incidencia del
Programa Bilingüe en la Segregación Escolar por Origen Socioeconómico
en la Comunidad Autónoma de Madrid: Evidencia a partir de PISA", de
Lucas Gortázar y Pere A. Taberner, en el que se atribuye al programa de
enseñanza bilingüe de la Comunidad de Madrid cierto nivel de segregación.
La Asociación Enseñanza Bilingüe ha procedido a su análisis con el fin de
valorar la fiabilidad del citado estudio y de sus conclusiones. Por si fuera de
interés, en la web de la asociación www.ebspain.es puedes acceder al
citado estudio y al correspondiente informe elaborado por la Asociación
Enseñanza Bilingüe.
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La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ;tsantana44@gmail.com.
Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias
The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.
Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.

ISSN 2255- 0356

10

