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Dear TESOL-SPAIN members,

Welcome to our October e-Newsletter – whether you’re online or off,
locked down or gelled-up. This month’s issue is a little late coming out
as we were waiting for the Board’s decision to move our 2021
convention online. The deadline for our Call for Papers is still the 15th
October, but apart from that there are quite a few changes planned – all
to make next year’s convention a truly special occasion for all our
members.

Keep reading to find out about other upcoming events, including
Monica Rodriguez’s final webinar, and the beginning of Daniel Brint’s 4
sessions on exploiting visual resources. As of this month, we’re sending
out our e-newsletter as a link which we hope will mean that more of you
will visit our website, fewer of you will have to sift through Spam to find
our email, and everyone will see it easily on the device of your choice.
Many thanks to everyone who responded to our poll – especially those
of you who sent their feedback combined with messages of support for
TESOL-SPAIN.

Have a good month.
All the best,
The Media Team TESOL-SPAIN

P.S. Don’t forget that you can catch up with Monica’s  2nd session here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wh_GCJ9fYM
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TESOL-SPAIN'S ANNUAL CONVENTION 
ONLINE FOR THE FIRST TIME!



Dear TESOL-SPAIN members,
 

Given the current situation with COVID19, and the
impossibility of predicting what the situation will be
like in the upcoming months, we think that it is not
safe enough or feasible in terms of organisation to
have a face to face convention. Therefore, we would
like to announce that the 2021 TESOL-SPAIN 44th
National Convention will go online.
 
This is an unprecedented situation and we believe it
is the most sensible and rational choice, which aims
to preserve the safety and well-being of all
participants. 
 
At our board meeting on Saturday October 3rd we
worked hard to make adjustments and come up with
lots of creative ideas to make the change to a fully
online convention. I’d personally like to thank
everyone involved for sharing thoughts and
enthusiasm to make the 2021 convention a success.
  
We are delighted to announce a great line-up of
plenary speakers this year: Dr. Anne O’Keeffe, Harry
Kuchah Kuchah, Varinder Unlu and Sophia Mavradi. 
 You can find more details about them on the
webpage and in this issue of the newsletter. 
 
We hope you will join us for this amazing event and
new venture for all of us. Keep an eye on our social
media platforms and the website for more news in
the coming months.
 
Gerard McLoughlin
President and Convention Coordinator 2021
TESOL-SPAIN

We are delighted to announce the following
changes to our regular format:

Venue
Zoom

Dates
Over two weekends
Saturday March 6th & Sunday March 7th,
Saturday March 13th & Sunday March 14th

Time
09.30 – 14.30 on all days

Registration 
Opens on December 1st 2020

Call for papers
Deadline October 15th 2020. We have included a
new option for talks of 30 minutes. These will
involve a 15-minute presentation and then 15
minutes of questions and answers

Grants
Given the circumstances grant winners will
receive free membership
for one year.

Website
https://www.tesolspainonline2021.com/

Twitter
TESOLSPAINonline2021
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MEET OUR PLENARY SPEAKERS 
Dr Anne O’Keeffe is a Senior Lecturer in Applied
Linguistics at Mary Immaculate College, University of
Limerick, in Ireland. Her teaching career started in the
1990s in Barcelona when she taught English in
Manresa. Over the years, she has published numerous
books and research articles. These range across English
Language Teaching, English discourse and corpus
linguistics and include  From Corpus to Classroom (2007,
Cambridge University Press, with Michael McCarthy and
Ronald Carter), English Grammar Today (2011,
Cambridge University Press, with Ronald Carter, Michael
McCarthy and Geraldine Mark), Introducing Pragmatics in
Use 2nd ed (2020, Routledge, with Brian Clancy and
Svenja Adolphs).  She also co-edited the Routledge
Handbook of Corpus Linguistics (with Michael McCarthy).
She also developed the online resource: English
Grammar Profile (Cambridge University Press), with
Geraldine Mark. Dr O’Keeffe is co-editor of two
Routledge book series, Routledge Corpus Linguistic
Guides and Routledge Applied Corpus Series.

Harry Kuchah Kuchah is a Fellow of the British Higher Education
Academy and Lecturer in Language Education at the University of
Leeds, UK, were he also serves as Leader of the MA TESOL, Young
Learners programme. He has been involved in a range of teacher
education and materials development initiatives in sub-Saharan
Africa, South East Asia and Europe. More recently, he has served as a
Consultant with the Council of Europe in Albania, with Windle Trust
International and ELT Consultants in South Sudan and with the
British Council in Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea and Afghanistan where he has
set up English language teacher communities. In 2016 Harry was
recognised by TESOL International Association as one of ‘30
upcoming leaders’ in ELT globally. He is currently President of the
International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign
Language (IATEFL) and member of the British Council English
Language Advisory Group. His research interests include Teaching
English to Young Learners, English Medium Education, Language
teacher education and continuous professional development as well
as Language education in challenging contexts and he has published
extensively in these areas. He is co-editor (with Fauzia Shamim), of
International Perspectives on Teaching English in Difficult Circumstances
(Palgrave Macmillan) and of a forthcoming book (with Annamaria
Pinter) Ethical and methodological issues in researching young language
learners in school contexts (Multilingual Matters).
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Sophia Mavridi is a digital learning specialist
and a lecturer in English Language
Teaching at De Montfort University in the UK.
She also works with educational
institutions around the world providing in-
service training and consultation. Her
latest publications are ‘English for 21st Century
Skills’ (Express Publishing, 2020)
and ‘Digital Innovations and Research in
Language Learning’ (IATEFL, 2020) both
of which reflect her keen interest in innovative
pedagogies in language education.
Website &social media 
sophiamavridi.com
Facebook Page @sophia.mavridi2
Twitter @SophiaMav
Instagram @sophia.mavridi
Linkedin Sophia Mavridi

I have worked in ELT for over 28 years in all contexts
from private language schools to FE and HE, teaching
students of all ages.  I have been a DOS/Academic
Manager since 2002.  I am currently the school
Principal at Speak Up London.  I am also a teacher
trainer for both Cambridge CELTA and Trinity TESOL. 
I am the co-founder of  Inclusive Practices and SENs
IATEFL SIG and was the coordinator for three years.  
I have written articles and blog posts for various
publishers and websites.  I am currently the joint
coordinator for the Global Issues IATEFL SIG. I have
spoken at many conferences on many different topics
including CPD for teachers, Helping Learners with
Learning Differences (SENs), Inclusion, Self Organised
Learning Environments (SOLEs), NNESTs v NESTs,
CLIL, Teaching Young Learners, Early Childhood
Cognitive Development and  Motivating Learners and
Teachers.

Sophia Mavridi

Varinder Unlu

5



About ten years ago I heard my son and his friends (teenagers at the time) complaining about a PlayStation game
being ‘weak sauce,’ and from the context I understood it meant something disappointing or unconvincing. The
expression first appeared in 1992 but is now listed in both the Cambridge Dictionary and Merriam Webster. The
origin is clearly food-based, probably of the fast variety – Tex-Mex, Nando’s, Chipotle etc. – a sauce expected to be
hot and tasty but which doesn’t live up to expectations. The recent movie Knives Out has a scene where a
detective dismisses evidence as ‘weak sauce,’ frustrated that he can’t make a case with what he has. Given the
frequency of use, we can safely assume that ‘weak sauce’ is now a useful expression to know.

But why is it that some slang, youth-culture expressions enter the mainstream and others do not? This question
has very practical implications for teachers – should we encourage learners to use current expressions or err on
the side of caution and avoid them? Students often want to try out phrases they have heard and shouldn’t we
encourage that interest in language? 

The decision is made harder by the apparent randomness with which new expressions become part of the
language. ‘Stoned’ for example, to mean high or drunk, is an accepted informal term which first appeared in 1952.
But a whole raft of 60’s terms – ‘groovy / far-out / right-on / turn on etc.’ are now only used ironically or
anachronistically. My own feeling is that phrases carrying a vivid metaphorical or sense-based image are more
likely to survive. 

‘Weak sauce’ involves the directness of taste. An expression from the 1920’s ‘to carry a torch for someone’ –
meaning to retain strong feelings of love, is a powerful image of keeping a feeling alive and active – it’s visual and
appeals to our senses. ‘Far-out’, on the other hand, is a weak metaphor, referring to distance, but in a vague,
imprecise, impersonal way. 

So perhaps the key is what Jakobson defined as the ‘poetic’ language function – the effective and memorable way
words communicate and connect the speaker and the addressee. If the new words we use are not weak sauce,
they are more likely to survive.

WORD SPOT: Daniel Brint
** Weak Sauce ** 
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Great teachers know that long- lasting education is far from
being limited to a subject, it is about developing life skills.
Great teachers understand that creating positive teacher-
student relationships and fostering a growth mindset in
students is the essential key to closing the prevailing student
achievement gap. Skills such as social and emotional
development, mindfulness for mind training, the development
of a truly collaborative spirit, empathy, and affective
communication are the critical levers that initiate and sustain
any successful teaching venture. 

This webinar series of Professional Development will focus on
the implementation of Social and Emotional Learning in the
classroom, through sharing ideas, projects, activities and the
latest research related to this field. 

In a world full of uncertainty, equipping our students with tools
to cope with anxiety, establish more nurturing, positive
relationships, decreasing levels of stress and bullying seems
an invitation we can no longer avoid. 

Each session will develop the theoretical framework, research
and activities related to the 5 International areas of
development related to emotional literacy in the classroom: 

Self- awareness
Self- regulation
Social Awareness
Improved relationships
Decision making

In each webinar I will share my own experience implementing
these programs, as well as tips and recommendations for the
classroom. The approach of each session will be practical,
hands on and will be focused on creating an experiential
learning journey for teachers.

Introduction to Positive relationships
Elements of our interpersonal world. 
How to develop better relationships
through empathy and self-respect.
Decision-making: what it is and how
it impacts our lives. 
The role of a healthy emotional
biome in decision making.
Brain science and emotions: how to
nurture a calm brain through
emotional regulation

Join us at the third and final session on
Saturday, October 17 at 1pm.  (Please
join the webinar punctually as Zoom
places a limit on session participants
and if more people than expected join
on the day you may not have a place) 

Session 3
Positive relationships and improved
decision making   

Webinar series: Social and Emotional  Learning
Monica Rodriguez Salvo 

Monica Rodriguez Salvo
Fundadora y Directora Académica
InspirED* Consultora Educativa
www.inspired.com.ar
Instagram/Facebook: Inspired Consultora
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Introduction

Click on the link to register for the event     https://bit.ly/TESOLSpainWebinarOct17 7

http://www.inspired.com.ar/
https://bit.ly/TESOLSpainWebinarOct17


Those of you who were teaching in the pre-Internet era will
probably remember the difficulties of using film or video.
There were practical challenges – faulty projectors,
damaged video tape, delays while searching for the right
place on the 3 hour VHS, and pedagogical – where could
you find materials to go with your theme or topic? If you
taught abroad, you couldn’t just record from the BBC and
tended to rely on whatever odds and ends had found their
way into the resources cupboard. As someone who has
always tried to harness visual input for teaching I found this
immensely frustrating. 

And then came YouTube. Within a few years one could
access animated films, adverts, song videos, film trailers,
movies clips and cartoons. For me, this was – and still is – a
treasure chest. Of course, most of these materials don’t
come with a lesson plan but I believe it is possible to
develop a personalised ‘tool kit’ that makes it easy to adapt
them to classes quickly and effectively. 

For several years I had the opportunity to work with
primary and secondary school teachers in Mallorca and
Madrid when I gave training courses on using visual
materials. These courses clearly demonstrated the benefits
of lively, attractive and sometimes provocative visual input
for a learning environment. I hope the Exploiting Visual
Resources Webinars will provide practical and useful
ideas and approaches for participants.

The Webinar sessions from October to January will each
show a lesson plan based on a different format –
animation, film trailers, short films and commercials.  A
copy of the lesson plan will be available for TESOL-SPAIN
members and I will also be establishing a forum where
members can comment on the Webinar and lesson, share
their own experiences of using visual materials and
recommend resources.

What tends to characterize short animated
films?
Why are these characteristics effective for
learning?
What kinds of activities can we use with them?
How can they be combined with a course book
based syllabus?

SATURDAY OCTOBER 24, 11am  (link below)

Part 1 – ANIMATED CONTENT
In this first session I will look at ways of using short
animated films and address these questions:

After a brief summary of some answers to these
questions, I will give examples of lesson activities
using animated films and highlight the aims  and
objectives involved.

The teacher’s notes for these activities are
available to TESOL-SPAIN members. Please contact
me at tesolspainpublications@gmail.com after the
24th to receive a copy.From October to January
TESOL-SPAIN members can join and contribute to
a forum with the purpose of sharing experiences
of using the  kinds of materials and activities
described in the Webinars. 
 
Saturday November 28
Part 2  “Trailers now and then” 

Saturday December 19  2020
 Part 3 “Sharp shorts
  
Saturday January 30  2021
Part 4  “Adding Ads”
 

TESOL-SPAIN Teacher Training Series 
Exploiting Visual Resources

Dr. Daniel Brint

Dr Daniel Brint is a teacher and trainer with special interest in literature, visual media
and creative writing. Daniel worked for the British Council for 25 years and is now director
of Upper Street School of English, Madrid. He gives teacher training courses and is an
online tutor for the Comunidad de Madrid and the University of Alcalá. Daniel has written
material for Cambridge University Press’s textbooks CITIZEN Z and PREPARE and is co-
author of the British Council-Espasa collaboration Las 500 Dudas más Frecuentes del Inglés.

Introducing the series 

Click on the link to register for the event     https://bit.ly/TESOLSpainWebinarOct24
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Saturday October 17  1pm (CEST)

Saturday October 24  11am (CEST) 

Saturday November 14 

Saturday November 28

Saturday December 12 

Saturday December 19

Saturday January 16 

Saturday January 30

 OCTOBER 2020

Webinar series Social and Emotional Learning Mónica Rodriguez Salvo 
Session 3 Positive relationships and improved decision making

TESOL-SPAIN Teacher-training series - Exploiting Visual Resources. Daniel Brint 
Part 1: Animated content

NOVEMBER 2020

Webinar - speaker to be confirmed

TESOL-SPAIN Teacher-training series - Exploiting Visual Resources. Daniel Brint. 
Part 2: Trailers now and then

 
DECEMBER 2020

Webinar  Using Songs to Explore Themes and Language Chris Walklett

TESOL-SPAIN Teacher-training series - Exploiting Visual Resources. Daniel Brint  
Part 3: Sharp shorts

 
JANUARY 2021

Webinar - speaker to be confirmed 

TESOL-SPAIN Teacher-training series - Exploiting Visual Resources. Daniel Brint 
Part 4: Adding Ads

UPCOMING EVENTS
Calendar of TESOL-SPAIN Events

SEPT 2020 - JAN 2021

79



7

Oct 15  La Asociación Enseñanza Bilingüe  
Oct 23-24 Eaquals Online Event 
Oct 30/31 - Nov 1 XVI Anglia ESOL examinations International Congress 

La Asociación Enseñanza Bilingüe te invita a participar en la
primera Sesión de Desarrollo Profesional.
 
Ponente: FRED GENESEE [McGill University]
Título:  Looking Back and Moving Forward: Lessons from
Research 
Fecha:  Jueves 15 de octubre de 2020, a las 18:00 horas
Inscripción: www.ebspain.es  o pinchando en el siguiente 
 enlcace: https://cieb.es/conferenciasEB/ 

Un cordial saludo, 
Asociación Enseñanza Bilingüe

UPCOMING EVENTS
Other up-coming events in October 

Eaquals Online 2020 is a two-day, 
 online event . It showcases and shares
the knowledge and expertise of the
Eaquals membership through plenary
sessions, presentations, case studies and
panel discussions. 

 There's something for everybodyl –
academic managers, directors of studies,
teacher trainers, language teachers, and
school directors. 

More information here. 

Nos es grato comunicarles que los días 30 y 31 de octubre y 1 de noviembre del corriente, Anglia ESOL
Examinations estará celebrando su XVI Congreso Anual para Profesionales de la Lengua Inglesa,
razón por la cual nos gustaría invitarlos a participar, DE FORMA GRATUITA, como Auspiciantes Honoríficos
de dicho evento. Pueden ver más información sobre este evento aquí:
http://www.angliaexams.com/congress.
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We're sharing the latest APAC e-news, with
information on our Autumn Workshops, the call
for papers for our next ELT Convention, Birds of a
FeatherTeach Together, and the call for
submissions for the John McDowell Awards. Read
it, share it, and get involved! We look forward to
seeing you, face-to-face or online, and wish you
all the best in the new academic year. 
Best regards,
The APAC board
Associació de Professorat de Anglès de Catalunya
30 years with you... and counting!  

The TESOL GREECE Board would like to inform
our members that the 42nd Annual International
TESOL GREECE convention will take place
ONLINE on March 6 - 7, 2021.  The Call for
Participation is open. Proposal deadline is on
November 3, 2020.  Click here 
to find out more: Call for Participation 

MORE EVENTS & other news

On Saturday 26 September, British Council Spain
held their first Teaching for Success online
conference. 

On the day there were over 800 teachers from 33
countries watching the talks and many more logged
in to view them afterwards. The recordings of these
sessions are now available on the British Council
YouTube channel:

All the talks (apart from the plenary) were delivered
by colleagues based here in Spain and there has
been some excellent feedback. 

The sessions covered a variety of areas related to
teaching, including some excellent talks about
teaching online.

Call for participationEvent report 

APAC newsletter Can you help? 
This questionnaire is part of my undergraduate
dissertation which investigates the link between
bilingual and non-bilingual education in Spain
and whether this impacts on students' levels of
motivation and attitudes towards English. The
study is aimed at Spanish teenagers between
the ages of 14 -18 and is an anonymous
questionnaire which will take less than 10
minutes to complete. I would appreciate any
and all responses and distributions of this
questionnaire.
Many thanks, 
Ebony Lightowler
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On Friday 2nd October, TESOL Spain held a Barcelona regional event. Due to ongoing COVID restrictions, the
event was held online via Zoom. This had the obvious advantage that we could open the event to the wider
ELT community. In the end, we had 33 participants over the course of the morning: TESOL Spain members
joined us from Cordoba, Madrid and Malaga and international attendees connected from countries as far and
wide as Hungary, Morocco and even Peru, where it was 4 o’clock in the morning! There was plenty of
opportunity to chat in breakout rooms and get to know teachers working in different contexts.
 
The theme of the event: ‘Exploring the intersection of EFL pedagogy and EdTech’ is extremely topical, as many
of us are still highly dependent on technology in order to keep our courses running. It was clear how far we’ve
come since March, as the attendees all knew how and when to use mics, cameras, breakout rooms, etc., which
made the whole event relatively seamless and stress-free for the organisers!

Sean Hutchman (EIM; UB; SLB) started with the session ‘Towards a cyborg pedagogy? where he explored the
advantages of combining human and technological abilities, hence the ‘cyborg’ of the title.

In the second session, ‘Choosing digital resources for language learning and teaching’ Jackie Robbins (UOC)
shared her considerable experience of tech tools that work for ELT and introduced us to the ICT-REV
Inventory, a curated, searchable collection of links and reviews of online tools at the service of the ELT
community.

In these highly interactive sessions, we had ample opportunity to experience some of the tools in action. We
collaborated in breakout rooms and used shared google docs to summarise ideas. We took part in polls on
www.mentimeter.com and www.sli.do. We used QR codes to link to web sites and explored the possibilities of
apps such as www.flipgrid.com and www.quizlet.com. Both speakers also reminded us that technology should
always be at the service of pedagogy, and not used for its own sake. In conclusion, this question (below, on a
slide from Jackie’s session) should always guide our decisions and choices. 

TESOL Spain Barcelona regional 
online event 2/10/20

TESOL Spain Barcelona regional 
online event, 2/10/20
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La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)  y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla  o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ;tsantana44@gmail.com.

Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias

The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.

Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.
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