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UAB Idiomes Barcelona, Friday 19th May 2017 

 
Teaching Older Students 

 
9.00 – 10.00 
Registration 
 
10.00-11.30           
Maximising the language learning of senior learners 
Kieran Donaghy 
In this session we will look at how we can maximise the language learning of senior 
learners. We will identify why seniors learn a foreign language, the benefits of studying 
for older learners, some myths about older learners, recognise how cognitive, affective 
and physiological factors affect senior language learning, and look at compensations to 
the learning environment and methodology to make up for physical and cognitive 
losses. 
 
Kieran is a teacher at UAB Idiomes Barcelona, a trainer and award-winning writer. His 
areas of interests include teaching senior students, empathy and film. His website on 
the use of film in language teaching Film English http://film-english.com/ has won a 
British Council ELTons Award for Innovation in Teacher Resources, the most 
prestigious European media in education prize the MEDEA Award for User-Generated 
Media, and an English Speaking Union Award. He is the author of the methodology 
book on the use of film in language teaching Film in Action (DELTA Publishing). 
 
11.30  – 12.00            Coffee break 
 
12.00 -13.30      
Adapting methodology and materials for senior learners  
Mark McKinnon 
For years, language teachers have recognised that older learners may require learning 
events that are different in design and content from those provided for younger 
learners. In this session we will look at how methodology and materials can be adapted 
to build trust between the teacher and students, and among the students so that older 
learners participate fully in the language classroom.  
 
Mark is a teacher at UAB Idiomes Barcelona, a trainer and materials writer. He has 
authored an EAP skills coursebook called Skillful for Macmillan, and written other 
materials for teachers and students for various Macmillan courses. He writes an 
educational blog to help teachers integrate pronunciation into every lesson called 
https://teachpronunciation.blog/ He is also a tutor on OxfordTEFL's Trinity Dip TESOL. 
He has a special interest in senior learners and co-wrote two articles on the subject for 
the journal English Teaching Professional.   


