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Our theme for June is Taking Stock
This month's newsletter focuses on our TESOL-SPAIN Area
Coordinators and their great work over the past year
Dear Members,
Welcome to the last TESOL-SPAIN newsletter before the summer
break – whether you’re winding down as the end of term comes into
sight or gearing up for summer courses (or those long longed-for
summer holidays!).
If we were normal, average, run-of-the-mill people, then our year
would begin and end around Christmas – and if we were accountants,
around Easter! – but I’d hazard a guess that most of us know in our
bones that this year is nearly over. So, what better time to take stock
and look back at what we’ve achieved and what we’ve experienced,
who we’ve met and who we’ve lost, and then to look forward, and start
pencilling things in for the New Year?
Thumbing through some of the past publications this year, I’ve been
rereading our featured articles, teaching tips and book reviews and
would like to thank Karen McDonald for her Musings on the first term
when Covid-19 “new normality” rules prevailed, Sisi Rabenstein for
Busting the Myths of Autism in ELT and Regina Szuszkiewicz for
Mastering spontaneous conversations in English: thinking creatively;
Miriam Castro Huerga for her Mediation activity and Anita Lutterkort,
Francisco Javier López Buyo and Kevin Salvage for their book reviews
(and Sarah Mercer and Zoltán Dörnyei, Mark Hancock, Chris Walklett
and Tony Penston for sharing their work with us). Thanks must also go
to Dr Daniel Brint whose Word Spot has become a wonderful monthly
feature of the newsletter ever since he joined the Board and Media
Team in Salamanca, and of course, to all the authors who contributed
to the TESOL-SPAIN Collected Papers 2020.
This newsletter is your forum to share ideas with like-minded ELT
enthusiasts, so why not make it your New Year’s resolution to
contribute with a piece of your own!
You can contact us at tesolspainpublications@gmail.com
All the best from all of us
on the Media Team,
Rebecca, Ryan, Emily,
Daniel and Ceri
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TESOL-SPAIN Area Coordinators

Who we are and where to find us!
Click on our interactive map to find out more.

Andalucía:
Córdoba and Jaén, Lara Portelli laraportelli1590@gmail.com
Granada and Almería, Charo Reyes charoreyes.actesolgranada@gmail.com
Málaga and Cádiz, Megan Wummer megan.wummer@gmail.com
Sevilla and Huelva, Claire Potter teachertrainer@clic.es
Asturias, Lourdes Molejón loumaovi@gmail.com
Baleares, Natasha Dopico Dennis tesolspainbaleares@gmail.com
Barcelona, Jessica Mackay jmackay@ub.edu
Castilla-La Mancha, Anita Lutterkort tesol.clm@gmail.com
Castilla-León North, Carmen Arias tesol.cylnorth@gmail.com
Castilla-León South, Annie Altamirano tesol.cylsouth@gmail.com
Extremadura, Caroline Allen Gardner tesol.extremadura@gmail.com
Madrid, Hilary Plass Jennifer Murray and Kate Marriage tesolmadrid@gmail.com
Murcia, Francisco Javier López Buyo tesol.murcia@gmail.com
País Vasco and Navarra:
Maggie Quintané Hierrezuelo teachermag2012@gmail.com
Matt Doughty matt@matthewsschool.com
Maureen Carroll maureen.portu@gmail.com
María Gil Alonso maria.astigar@gmail.com
Zaragoza, Maria Argente m.argente@hotmail.com
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Regional events 2019 - 2021and a message
from our Regional Coordinator!
The regions are the parts which make up the whole; TESOL-Spain’s network of Area Coordinators makes
it possible to reach out to teachers all around the country to pass on, by word of mouth, how fortunate
we are to be part of the TESOL-SPAIN community and become better professionals into the bargain.

These are the regional events organised by TESOL-SPAIN Area Coordinators over the last two years. Take a look at
our map and contact your AC to find out what is going on in your area. Tell your friends and come along and meet
us!!

Caroline Allen Gardner, TESOL-SPAIN Regional Coordinator
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New arrivals in the Area Coordinators' Club!
Natasha Dopico Dennis,
AC Baleares

Hi there! I’m Natasha, I live in Mallorca and I’m a Teacher of English! My first contact with TESOL-Spain
came last year because I was interested and curious about meeting other teachers of English for
speakers of other languages and share teaching practice experiences. I must say that I was grateful to
attend TESOL-Span 44th Annual National Convention! It was so inspiring meeting and chatting with the
speakers and members, that I thought it would be a great idea to collaborate and join as an Area
Coordinator… I had the need to contribute to promote TESOL-Spain in the Balearic Islands.
My friends describe me as an enthusiast, a survivor, motivated, passionate, perseverant, a dreamer and a
happy person. And I, would say something like… I like to surprise, to take care of details. I love taking
photos, designing while developing my creativity. I enjoy conversations, debates and reflections about my
Ikigai (Education). I need music in my life in everything I do… and if I had to say which soundtrack
resonates in this new experience, it would be “Run boy run” (instrumental) by Woodkid.

photo by Natasha Dopico Dennis
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The newly-formed País Vasco and Navarra
Area Coordinator team!
A big Kaixo from the new País Vasco and Navarra team!
We are Maggie, María, Matt and Maureen (the 4 Ms!) and we’d just
like to say how excited we all are to be joining the other TESOL Spain
coordinators and that we’re really looking forward to meeting you all in
Alava (and La Rioja), Bizkaia, Guipuzcoa and Navarra. We’ve just started
so we’ll be in touch with you shortly to introduce ourselves personally
and to let you know about regional events to support you and offer
professional development.
We know it’s been a difficult year but if you know anyone who’d be
interested in joining us, we’d love to welcome new members, so spread
the word! Hope to see you soon! Agur!
P.S. Thanks to Henri for all your hard work and help!

Maureen Carroll

Hi! I’m Maureen,
Together with Maggie, María and Matt, I’m a new joint Area Coordinator for País
Vasco and Navarra. I’ve been in Basque Country since 1990 but I originally come
from Colchester in England. I live in Portugalete and have my own freelance
business teaching English face to face and online, mostly exam preparation and
conversation. Being part of TESOL Spain is an interesting challenge for me and I
hope to meet loads of new people and develop professionally.
Looking forward to meeting you all!

María Gil Alonso is an Anglo-German philologist, who has been involved in language
teaching since 1998 and in EFL since 2008. She's the director of two language schools
In the rural area of Navarre,'Ludoteca de Idiomas de Aoiz’ and ‘Ludoteca de Idiomas de
Aoiz Lumbier'.
She follows the motto "Fill your life with interesting experiences if you aim to be an
interesting teacher".

Matt Doughty

María Gil Alonso

Originally from Reading, England, I moved over here 17 years ago, starting in Cantabria
before moving to the Basque Country in 2013. Since 2018 I’ve been running my own
language academy, Matthew’s School of English, in Orduña, Bizkaia, and we opened a
second branch in nearby Amurrio last September. I really enjoy the challenges of
teaching different ages and levels. Each class has its own personality and adapting and
improving as a teacher is fundamental to be able to meet our learners’ needs.
Now I’ve started a new role as AC for Gipuzkoa in a brand-new regional team for the
Basque Country, Navarra and La Rioja, I’m looking forward to connecting with teachers
throughout the area to try and revitalize the membership here. In my spare time I love
hiking and sausage dogs!

Maggie is a bilingual writer and teacher trainer settled in Bilbao, Basque Country. Since
1989, she has taught English language as a teacher trainer at the Foreign Languages
Faculty of “Enrique José Varona" University of Pedagogical Sciences in Havana City. A
passionate linguist, she also studied German in the same university. Having taught in the
US, Germany and Spain, she has experience in the public, state-assisted and private
education sectors and has taught young learners, teens, and adults. She also studied
some French and Basque in Bilbao.
In 2004, she studied German literature at the University of the Basque Country in Alava.
Some years later she gained an MA in Language Acquisition in Multilingual Settings at the
same university.

Maggie Quintané
Hierrezuelo
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The Madrid Area Coordinator Team
Following the Salamanca TESOL-SPAIN Convention in March 2020, when
preparations were already under way for the 2021 Madrid Convention, Annie
Altamirano asked Hilary, Jennifer and me to help publicise the next Convention.
Specifically, we wanted to organise a pre-convention event, as in many previous
years.
Blissfully unaware of how the world was changing that in the second week of March
I even contacted the wonderful Instituto Internacional, in the centre of Madrid, our
preferred venue .... Suffice to say, we could not discuss using their premises in
September/October 2020. And of course there was no Madrid Convention in 2021.
The extremely successful online Convention in March 2021 will have boosted
TESOL-SPAIN’s profile worldwide, but won’t have given the usual boost to Madrid
membership. Sadly, despite what was offered, I even heard comments from people
who ‘couldn’t face’ more screen time and had decided not to attend… So our first
challenge is to encourage people back!

We all miss proper holidays and a chance to travel, but we also miss face-to-face encounters with our friends and
colleagues. This, perhaps even more than the rich online community we are developing, is what is so valuable
about TESOL-SPAIN: a broad, inclusive community of teachers from all sectors, teaching learners of every type –
hard to reach, in some cases, but that is our challenge. Furthermore, the average age of Madrid TESOL-SPAIN
members may exceed the country average: some of the inspirational founder members still join us, and there
are other former Board Members, as well as people who have now retired from teaching. We also need to reach
younger teachers, including those at the beginning of their careers, those juggling the expense and difficulties of
life here, raising families etc etc.
Institutional memberships are one way forward – and will inevitably have declined over the last 12 months, but
we also want to reach those who work in relative isolation: autónomos, and those in small academies. The best
way to do this is through word of mouth, bringing a friend, a colleague, or anyone from the next generation to a
TESOL-SPAIN event. Ideally an ‘in-person’ event!
Watch this space … and feel free to contact us!
Kate Marriage
I have been attending TESOL-SPAIN conventions since the late 1980s, so it was time for me
to get more involved! I have been a Speaker Coordinator, a Board Member, and Madrid
AC. Now - even better - I am one third of the Madrid AC team! And as I am recently retired
from teaching, I should have so much free time, but somehow ... I am enjoying being in
touch with other ACs and sharing their enthusiasm. Here's to a bright future!
Jennifer Murray
My first TESOL-SPAIN event was the 2001 National Convention in Seville. Since then, I’ve
been to a total of four conventions in Sevilla (and many others), AC for Jaén, Board
member and President, and now, with Hilary and Kate, part of the AC team in Madrid. No
longer in a classroom-based role, TESOL-SPAIN keeps me in touch with teachers and their
learners, trends in ELT, and more recently, the top tech tools that teachers have been
using in online classes.
Hilary Plass
TESOL SPAIN and I go back a long way. I attended my first Convention at the Universidad
de Deusto in Bilbao in 1991. My two abiding memories are that it rained the whole
weekend and that I met loads of great people. Since then I’ve been closely involved with
the organization, including posts as Convention Coordinator and President. Now I’m
retired I have plenty of time (in theory!) to dedicate to TESOL-SPAIN Madrid.
Contact Kate, Jennifer and Hilary at: tesolmadrid@gmail.com
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Greetings from the regions!
ASTURIAS
Hello everybody!
This is Lourdes Molejon, AC for Asturias!
How are things going?
Certainly this year has been a challenge for everyone! and
we are ready for a well-deserved summer break :-) Thanks to
all the teachers who never lost their energy and their smile both face to face and online! We have been through a
difficult school year where we had to re-invent our teaching
methods and build a strong network online both among
teachers and among students. Our will to give the best to
our dear students kept us motivated and on top! You are
amazing! Take care and see you soon at TESOL events!
Greetings from Asturias!
Lourdes Molejon
Tel: 636069332
TESOL. Area coordinator in Asturias.

BARCELONA

Here in Barcelona, as elsewhere, the local vaccination rollout is
picking up pace and teachers in this area are looking forward to a
return to relative ‘normality’. The private sector was hit particularly
hard during the crisis, but EFL teachers are a resourceful bunch,
and are using the new skills learnt in the last year to diversify into
different teaching modalities. As more and more teachers are
working freelance, or in different centres in diverse contexts:
hybrid, online and F2F, we are becoming increasingly responsible
for our own professional development. This is where TESOL Spain
is an invaluable resource of:ideas, opportunities, quidance and
contacts as well as a much-needed sense of community.
Jessica, AC for Barcelona

CASTILLA LA MANCHA
The general feeling among teachers is that thank goodness
the summer holidays are round the corner. Despite all the
uncertainty last September, freezing classrooms in winter,
students quarantined and a huge increase in school
bureaucracy, I think I speak on behalf of teachers in Castilla La
Mancha when I say that we've managed to continue
educating our students, which must surely be considered a
real achievement!
Best wishes from Castilla La Mancha and happy holidays!
Anita Lutterkort, AC Castilla La Mancha
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Greetings from the regions!
CASTILLA y LEÓN NORTH
In TESOL Spain – Castile & Leon we decided to split our long
and wide region in two some years ago , with the clear
intention of getting a bigger number of teachers of English
to know our work and being aware that together we are
stronger ( paradoxically, splitting we can get closer) .Our aim
in Castile & Leon North is to mix public and private sectors:
involving CFIE ( Teacher In-service Training Centre) and
University ( UBU in Burgos) with TESOL brings us
opportunities not only to provide us with excellent venues
to hold our regional meetings , but to involve teachers of all
levels, sector and contexts. Join us up here!
Carmen Arias, AC Castilla y León North

CASTILLA y LEÓN SOUTH
Hi from Salamanca! What a year! What a steep learning curve it
has been for all of us! So many challenges, so many changes,
such a long time without meeting family and friends, sadly many
losses too. The summer break is approaching and with it the
opportunity to have a well-deserved rest, far from the laptop and
close to our loved ones.
From TESOL-SPAIN Castilla y León South we hope to be able to
meet again face-to-face in the autumn, so we are already
planning local and regional events and other opportunities for
development. Please, do get in touch and visit us on Facebook
and Twitter Castilla y León South. We wish you a restful summer
and hope to see you again in the autumn.
Annie Altamirano, AC Castilla y León South

EXTREMADURA
just a quick message to show you some pictures of
the fun we've had at TESOL-SPAIN events in Mérida
over the years. We are looking forward to holding
these face to face events again in the coming year ... It
would be wonderful to hear from volunteers based in
other areas of Extremadura such as Plasencia or
Cáceres ...
If you're based in Extremadura and you're interested
in getting involved, please don't hesitate to contact us!
Caroline Allen Gardner, AC Extremadura and Regional
Coordinator TESOL-SPAIN
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Greetings from the regions!
GRANADA and JAEN
I believe the word that defines the teachers in my particular area is
resilience, with a capital R. Having been confronted with a such a ghastly
teaching year, my fellow teachers have proved, once more, that despite all
the odds, the concern for our students’ progress and well-being is always
at the very core of our efforts and deeply relies on personal time and
sacrifice. Teaching with a mask on, learning to use (completely) new
technologies overnight, planning, preparing and caring for large groups
that attended classes in alternate days, helping new (very young) support
teachers navigate their first touch down in public schools, tending to the
sick remotely and maintaining some kind of normality in a classroom
where you could not touch or move much have been tremendous
challenges that even the oldest ones among us cannot remember facing
before.
Facing a screen to communicate has become staple diet for all of us, not
just at work, but in our personal life domains too. This has obviously had
an impact in the way we feel about having to use telecommunication. But,
let’s face it! Some things are here to stay and, when we finally come out of
this struggle, we will be able to make a more reasonable use of online get
togethers for work or training purposes.
in the meantime, I look forward to the time all the ACs and the TESOL Spain Board are yet again summoned to
work sessions together to plan our 2022 Annual Conference, when, with a little bit of luck, we will be able to
meet, learn and be merry again. My plan is to contribute to materializing our next conference and bettering
training opportunities for English teachers in the South of Spain.
Charo Reyes, AC for Granada since September 2019.

SEVILLA and HUELVA
Greetings everyone from Sevilla!!
The last year has been a big learning curve, &
words which were never in our teacher diction
15 months ago like 'zoom, hybrid, breakout rooms,
1.5 metros please, & 'have you gelled your hands?'
are now a way of teaching life. The main thing I
have heard & feel teachers need this summer is
a proper break; the chance to see friends & family
in different provinces or countries, the chance to
switch off the laptop and to lie on the beach or hike in the mountains, & the chance to reflect on how far they
have come as teachers in the last 15 months and how far they have brought their students, despite the
challenges. So from TESOL in Andalucía wishing you such a well-deserved rest, but hoping to see you at TESOL
events in the autumn with renewed energy!!
Claire Potter, AC Sevilla and Huelva
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WORD SPOT: Dr Daniel Brint
- Taking Stock
For this month’s newsletter I took stock of the word stock. It turns out this seemingly innocent word has a
rich and varied history (most of which needn’t concern us here) entitling it to 8 full pages in my Compact
Edition of the Oxford Dictionary (that’s 8 full size books shrunk to four pages per page and printed in two
volumes weighing about 9 kilos each.) Perhaps the editors should have checked out the definition of
‘compact’ in volume C to F before choosing the title.
‘Stock’ comes from an old English word meaning a tree trunk or stump. The later etymology is unclear but
it probably became used in the sense of the resource things are made from. So, when you take stock, you
are assessing what you have in order to go forward – what can you make from what you have. Stock also
takes on the later meaning of descendants (she comes from good stock), which might explain the
expression ‘a chip off the old block’ (she’s just like her mother) as a play on the sound of the word ‘stock’.

For many of us, ‘stock taking’ was a regular and frustrating occurrence when your local supermarket
announced it was closed for the day as employees counted tins and packets. Thankfully, technology has
largely eliminated the need for this type of product inventory. Literal stock-taking is thus an expression in
decline.
The metaphorical meaning – reflecting on where we are and what we have – has, on the other hand,
become widely used. Google Ngram* reflects this fact but also highlights a very interesting phenomenon.
‘Take stock’ has three peaks – 1870, 1945 and 2018. How could this be interpreted? If I had to guess, I
would say they correspond to three key moments in the English-speaking and specifically British world.
The first is the beginning of the third phase of the Victorian period – the onset of a reflective and often
pessimistic perspective deeply influenced by scientific and religious debate and profound changes in
people’s perception of the world. The second is the post-war period, a period that saw a great deal of
soul-searching about what kind of society could be created in the aftermath of world conflict. And the
third is our current historical moment, a time when so many long accepted and established ways of doing
things have been turned on their heads, for better or worse.
The act of taking stock is often a moment of great personal, professional and social significance. It’s a
theme we look forward to sharing in this month’s meet- ups. We can leave the other 27 meanings of the
word (as compactly defined in my wonderful Oxford dictionary) for another day.
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CPD with TESOL-SPAIN
Looking forward - June Meet-ups

Taking
stock
This month's CPD theme is Taking Stock. We'll be looking back over the last year, sharing the lessons we've
learned from the challenges we've faced and discussing plans for building on those lessons in the next
academic year.
We will be holding one coffee morning Meet-up, on Friday June 11 at 11am, and one afternoon tea
Meet-up on Wednesday June 16 at 5pm. Come and join us to talk about your year and the challenges
you've faced and to hear from other teachers, trainers and educators across Spain and beyond.
Click on the posters below to get a direct link to the Zoom rooms on the day, or visit the events tab on our
Facebook page. We're really looking forward to seeing you there!
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Coming up VERY soon!
TESOL-SPAIN June Webinar

TikTok: engaging teens with
short-form videos
Steve Muir
Tuesday, June 1, 11am
In this session we will look at a number of classroom activities inspired by short-form videos such as those found
on TikTok. These activities focus on a variety of language areas and skills, including listening, pronunciation and
speaking. By the end of the session, participants will have a number of teaching ideas to take away with them
and use with their own students.
Steve Muir is an English teacher at the British Council in Madrid,
where he works with adults and young learners. In the classroom, his
interests include video clips, vocabulary and exam preparation. His
other main interest is English Medium in Higher Education, and he
teaches on courses for university lecturers who deliver their content
in English.
Click on the poster to sign up for the webinar. We will be holding a
short Post-webinar Meet-up chat immediately after the webinar
for anyone who wants to join in.
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A year of CPD with TESOL-SPAIN
September - October 2020
Webinar mini series: Social and Emotional Learning
with Monica Rodriguez Salvo
October 2020 - January 2021
TESOL-SPAIN Teacher Training Series:
Exploiting Visual Resources with Dr Daniel Brint
December 2020
TESOL-SPAIN Webinar Series: Using Songs to Explore
Themes and Language Chris Walklett
February 2021
TESOL-SPAIN Webinar Series: It ain't what you do (it's
the way that you do it) : How to get the most out of
projects with teens Laura McWilliams
March 2021
TESOL-SPAIN's 44th ANNUAL CONVENTION
Adjusting the sails, the right directions in ELT
TESOL-SPAIN Webinar Series: Managing challenging
behaviours in hybrid teaching Emily Lee.
April 2021
TESOL-SPAIN Webinar Series: Mediation tasks and
strategies: Practical tips for the ELT and CLIL classroom
Riccardo Chiappini
May 2021
TESOL-SPAIN Webinar Series: India - How it made me
rethink my teaching Silvia Benítez Redrejo
June 2021
TESOL-SPAIN Webinar Series: TikTok: engaging teens
with short-form videos Steve Muir

To catch up on any of the CPD events you missed from the last 12 months,
visit the Resources page in the Members' Area on our webiste.
13

Looking back: the May Meet-ups
CPD, ZPD: Continuing Professional
Development by Any Other Name
by Dawn Lucovich (JALT)
I am writing as a recent guest to the Coffee Morning Meet-up on May 20th,
2021. I enjoyed the event with 14 participants and breakout rooms that
divided us into groups of 7 to talk about the theme of the day: Context. The
breakout room conversation was informally facilitated by a member. Members
of the board were on hand to greet us, facilitate the main room, invite us to
submit to their newsletter, and, at the end of the meet-up, advertise upcoming
events.
I am the president of The Japan Association for Language Teaching (JALT), a
fellow TESOL and IATEFL affiliate. I work at a brand-new public university, The
University of Nagano, located 80 minutes north of Tokyo in Nagano city (home
of the 1998 Winter Olympics). In Japan, the academic year begins in April and
ends in February or March. Although initially closed at the beginning of the
pandemic, most elementary, junior high school, and high school students have
had face-to-face classes throughout the pandemic—masked and with COVID19 prevention measures in place, but with social distancing difficult to maintain
after school hours. Universities, private tutoring centers known as juku, and
adult learning institutions have varied greatly in their policies. At my university,
classes have been largely online throughout the pandemic, and my program’s
classes have been completely online and will remain online until the fall.
As we discussed in our breakout rooms and in the main session, motivating
and engaging learners (especially during lockdown or school closures),
mastering software and new forms of technology, and keeping up with rapidly
shifting policies have all been difficulties during the past year. Due to the policy
of online classes and online meetings, the lack of connection with colleagues
has been another ever-present challenge, not just for myself and my
institution, but for many education-related professionals in Japan.

Dawn Lucovich is President
of The Japan Association for
Language Teaching (JALT)
and an Assistant Professor at
The University of Nagano.
Her research interests
include assessment,
discourse communities,
linguistic landscapes, and
leadership skill formation.
She welcomes discussion
and dialogue at
president@jalt.org.
Website
Facebook
Instagram
Twitter

With this in mind, I began my term as JALT president in January 2021 and launched the JALT Zoom for
Professional Development (ZPD) at the end of that month. Like the Coffee Morning Meet-up and other new
initiatives that have begun during emergency remote teaching (ERT), it is free and open to guests. Although these
events may differ in size or format, essentially the purpose is the same: to connect people, to promote
professional development, and to create communities (which was fittingly the theme of the first Coffee Morning).
I would like to compliment and congratulate TESOL-SPAIN on their initiative and on their success in building
such a comfortable atmosphere for newcomers and for conversation. I would also like to cordially invite TESOLSPAIN members to join the next JALT ZPD on Wednesday, June 30th at 12:00 (WEST)/13:00 (CEST)/20:00 (JST)
and connect with teachers, researchers, and other language teaching professionals at bit.ly/ZPDRSVP

We'd like to say a huge thank you to Dawn, both for joining us at our Meet-up
on May 20 and for sharing her thoughts and reflections with us here.
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Special announcement!
Announcing TESOL-SPAIN’s 45th Annual Convention
Innovating Changes: A World of Diversity
Looking back over the last decade of TESOL-SPAIN Annual Conventions, we’ve zigzagged across the country
and focused on a wide variety of themes, from Madrid 2011 “Changes and Challenges: Expanding Horizons in
ELT”, Bilbao 2012 “Plurilingualism: Promoting co-operation between communities, people and nations”,Seville
2013 “Teaching with Technology and the Human touch”, Madrid 2014 “21st Century Teaching Always on the
Move”, Salamanca 2015 “New routes in ELT: from inspiring to empowering”, Vitoria-Gasteiz 2016 “ELT in these
changing times”, Elche 2017 “Evolving & Involving”, Madrid 2018 “The Heart in the Art of Teaching: Weaving
Language, Culture and Communities”, Oviedo 2019 “Dream Big: Changing the World Through Education” and
Salamanca 2020 “Breaking barriers: make it happen, make it matter!”, up to this year and our first Online
Convention, “Adjusting the Sails: the Right Directions in ELT”.
So what is in store for 2022?
In our May Board Meeting we took the decision
to stay online for ’22, for many reasons, not least
because of the extremely positive feedback we
got from participants, speakers and everyone
working behind the scenes. There will be
changes based on our experiences back in
March, including the calendar (1 weekend, not 2),
timetabling (all sessions will be 45 minutes long,
and the Plenary Q&A sessions will follow on
straight away) and the points for Spanish state
school teachers. We will be using the Whova
platform again, along with it’s new, improved
features for as interactive an experience as
possible, there will be 2 grants on offer for FirstTime Speakers and the Robin de Andrés grant
(for teachers of pre-Primary, Primary and
Secondary I Spain). We are always trying to make
the convention a viable and attractive place to
share views and ideas. The 2022 convention fee
will include membership at €35 and registration
at €15. A total of €50 to join and take part
wherever you are.
The Call for Papers opens mid-June – so keep
an eye on our website, and registration opens
on November 1st. So pencil the weekend of
March 4th to 6th 2022 into your diaries and we
look forward to seeing you there!
Convention Coordinator
Rebecca Place
Bilbao May 2021

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Call for Papers - mid June.
Regsitration - November 1.
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A Tribute to Sara Martin
Sara Martin Diez RIP April 24th, 2021
One of the great pleasures of the annual National Convention is the chance to build relationships and
friendships over many years. As a member of the organisational team, it is wonderful to meet new
speakers and attendees, but there is a special excitement to hearing from and again seeing people who
have come from far away, year after year, to form part of the TESOL-SPAIN community. During the early
2000s Sara Martin would join us from Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, smiling her broad infectious smile,
and sharing what were then innovative ideas about IT in teaching.
Always busy and fully involved with her profession, Sara became president of the Canarian Teachers of
English Association (TEA). She was a teacher (at IES Perez Galdos), a teacher trainer, and was renowned
for helping people prepare for Oposiciones. She taught courses at the Universidad de LPGC, spoke at
conferences and was involved in CLIL and European projects. An enthusiastic traveller, and open to new
challenges, she had been learning Japanese, reaching a proficient level. She had also become expert in
origami, even making her own bridal bouquet of origmai flowers for her wedding to Francisco Javier
Gonzalez Martin. Fran’s moving eulogy to his beloved wife can be found online, and he has kindly shared
photos of her, so that we can remember her smile and what a lovely person she was.
Sadly, Sara is not of course the only person our profession has lost to Covid over the last 18 months, and
not the only person we will be mourning. But I am sure TESOL-SPAIN members will wish to share
thoughts and prayers for her family, her husband, her students, her colleagues and all who are
personally affected by her tragically early death.
By Kate Marriage, AC Madrid
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FEATURED ARTICLE: Mastering spontaneous
conversations in English: thinking creatively
Language games can make the most troublesome aspects of English
learning easy to overcome, and I used to think that my experience of
designing these would solve any problems.
This is what I have been doing. Whenever my English learners struggle
with using an appropriate grammar structure, I immediately reach for a
game. I can then happily observe my students coping with any
intimidating language feature within it in a relaxed atmosphere. Every
time shy and distanced students find a speaking activity stressful, I use
some game techniques. Deeply absorbed in the game, the students
speak freely, without the feeling of being observed or judged.
Using this technique, I have been greatly satisfied with the results
obtained during the language classes and proud of my students’
achievements.
However, from time to time, it has occurred to me that their knowledge
and the range of vocabulary they possess do not reflect their ability to
use the language freely in natural English conversations. In other words, I
realized there is still one thing my students find challenging: speaking and
reacting spontaneously.
From knowledge to spontaneity
Most of us, non-native teachers, still remember the feelings of frustration
when we got blocked and inhibited by stress and embarrassment during
our first conversations in English. We were unable to react instantly and
spontaneously while speaking the language, even though we had the
necessary theoretical knowledge to do so, and we had reached a level of
fluency while talking in English for plenty of time in the classroom. In
reality, we had to process the information or a question, and only then
we were able to find the proper answer to an unexpectedly given
question. It is important to remember this feeling, so that we can ease
our students’ early speaking experiences.
Preparing for the unpredictable
The best way to help achieve this flexibility is to expose our students to
unpredictable and spontaneous conversations. Acting out dialogues with
their classmates and exchanging questions are handy first steps. These
give them a chance to practise newly acquired phrases and to use these
in context. However, we need to bear in mind the predictability of the
lexis used in such dialogues and the fact that students are prepared to
expect what the co-speaker will ask about.

Regina Szuszkiewicz, MA in
English Philology, a passionate
English teacher and language
games developer. She has built a
recognizable brand REGPIO
language games. She has always
emphasized that games may
enhance language acquisition if
they are appropriately used. She
runs workshops for English
teachers on how to use games in
the classroom. Regina has
contributed to the ESL area by
presenting at national and
international conferences including
TESOL Spain 2017, ELTAF Frankfurt
2017, PASE Warszawa 2018, TESOL
USA Atlanta 2019, BELTA 2019,
Brussels, PASE 2020, IATEFL
Poland 2020 and others.

As learners usually encounter a specific range of vocabulary while working through one of the units, their brains will
memorize the structures in that particular dialogue. After several lessons, this language is stored in their brains and
becomes “passive”, and therefore, it takes time until it is “found” and used spontaneously.
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Mastering spontaneous conversations in
English: thinking creatively (continued)
What might be the solution, then?
We need activities which we can use to challenge our students with unexpected questions and reactions. In
this way, we can help them to produce responses which will use all the lexis actively, on the spur of the
moment.
The range of language should vary from simple, short responses to more complex questions or reactions. The
tenses also should be mixed to challenge the students and make them practise a range of these (in real-life,
nobody tells you: “OK, Guys, let’s talk in the Past Simple tense.”).
Using creative cards
The idea I came up with is a set of cards on which you will find topic sentences and selected reactions and
phrases. These are all mixed and appear on each card, so they appear apparently unrelated. The idea is to
introduce the topic and then find a suitable reaction on the cards in each player's hands.
Every time the students find a suitable reaction to the previous speaker, they put the card on the table and
read it out. Here is an example of the dialogue:
-It’s so hot today!
-Don’t complain!
-Would you like to swim in the soup?
-Don’t tell me you want to stay at home.
-It’s going to be really awesome!
-You’re a lazy bones and that’s all.

What are the advantages of this game?
The students practise a range of useful phrases numerous times and memorize them more effectively. They
take part in conversations that are unpredictable and surprising each time.
The reactions on the card might be polite and friendly; however, they are likely to be biting and sarcastic.
And, of course, they can be in any grammar structure, you can think of.
After having played the game several times, the students get used to reacting in any situation. What's more,
they learn some useful, neutral phrases which they may use at any time. They get accustomed to
responding appropriately and instantly. Over time, they don't need the cards; they start to reply with no
hesitation, using the phrases they have spoken repeatedly.
Preparing for the future
Although speaking fluently and spontaneously is the skill that English learners mostly long for and need, it is
also the skill they most struggle with.
Even though our students learn plenty of useful phrases to use, they find this is not a simple task to
accomplish. Especially when they need to produce instant reactions during a real conversation; therefore,
we should find a way to help them to gain this desirable skill. In addition, presenting them with activities
where they have to respond using an unpredictable grammar structure or range of vocabulary would
definitely be beneficial for them in their future careers.
More information about Regipio games and Speaking cards: HomEnglish
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Special offers for
TESOL-SPAIN members
BOOK TO REVIEW

Using Drills in English Language Teaching
by Tony Penston
The why, how and when of drilling for teachers. A brief history of drilling,
followed by examples of bad and good drilling, a seven-point rationale,
demonstrations of how to drill according to communicative language teaching
principles, nine interesting activities and a compact lesson plan.
You can access a digital version of the book here.
If you would like a paper copy of this book to review for the newsletter, send
your contact details (including your postal address) to
tesolspainpublications@gmail.com

4 - 5 June 2021 ARTESOL 2021
First-ever ARTESOL Virtual Convention!
Registration opens April 1st. Click here for information.
ARTESOL are offering TESOL-SPAIN members two free places at the convention. If you're interested in
attending, please get in touch with Annie Altamirano at tesolspainliaison@gmail.com
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Calls for Papers
Dear TESOL practitioners,
Sunshine State TESOL (SSTESOL) is a trusted leader in Florida for advancing the quality of English language
teaching through professional learning, research, standards, and advocacy.
We are excited to announce the 2021 SSTESOL Conference to be held at the Westshore Grand Hotel, Tampa,
FL on October 28, 29, & 29th, 2021. The theme of this year's conference is: Reconnecting.
Please submit your proposals by July 31st, 2021. You will receive a notification of acceptance by August 31st,
2021. Online presenters will be invited by the SSTESOL Program Committee upon acceptance of proposal.
The call for proposals is on our website. It is also viewable here: 2021 CALL FOR PROPOSALS.docx
Proposals should be submitted to: 2021 SSTESOL Conference Presentation Submission Form
Best wishes,
SSTESOL Program Committee
-----------------------------Andrea Lypka
University of South Florida
United States
------------------------------

IATEFL Poland
Call for papers is still open.
Submission Deadline:
10th June 2021
Click here for more
information.
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Members' Perks -

for members old and new
Did you know that as a member of TESOL-SPAIN you can:
receive a newsletter every month - and get access to past editions
attend our monthly webinars - and catch up on the recordings of past sessions
receive a copy of the Collected Papers
attend regional events at discounted prices
get discounts to join other Teachers' Associations (e.g. IATEFL)
get a six month free trial at the TEFL Development Hub
get a 25% discount on print books from the BEBC bookstore

And in addition this year ...
get continued access to the Whova convention app
check out all the conversations in the Community area
watch all the convention recordings until September 2021!

Please share the good news with a friend (or
two, or more!) and invite them to join the
TESOL-SPAIN teachers' community!
(click on the logo for more information)
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La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ;tsantana44@gmail.com.
Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias
The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.
Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.
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