November 2021 Issue 81

Our theme for November is POETRY
Welcome to Issue 81 for November ’21!
Registration for our 45th convention is now open (click here!) and the
Speakers’ Coordinator and team are starting to organise the timetable for
March, our sister organisations in Italy, France and Mexico are hotting up
for their conventions and colloquiums later this month and a quick look
back to the very successful International TESOL Associations conference all
convince me that online training is very much here to stay. How else could
speakers from CyTEA from Cyprus, Africa ELT, Nile TESOL from Egypt, ELT
Serbia, IATEFL Poland, Argentina TESOL, HUPE from Croatia, TESOL France,
MEXTESOL and APPI from Portugal, alongside our star Media Team
member, Ceri, our Presi, Gerard and our Liaison Officer, Annie have built
such effective bridges? (And if you missed any of the sessions you can see
the recordings on our website!)
As COP26, ELT Footprint and our own revamped Green Policy remind us all
of the benefits to our planet if we stay at home to listen to one another, I
must admit really enjoying popping down to Valladolid for the CEIB VII
Congreso Internacional de Enseñanza Bilingüe and experiencing an oldstyle, pre-Covid coffee break! It was great to see old friends and interact
with fellow attendees and organisers – but the ease of setting up your
session, sharing your screen and even getting the font size right are
elements that even the best face-to-face meeting can’t compete with!
We’d like to thank TESOL Italy for offering a discount members of TESOLSPAIN registering for their convention: Disruptive Innovations in ELT, held
online from the 18th to the 20th November. Gerard McLoughlin will be
taking part in a panel session on New Opportunities for Professional
Development on Friday 19th (click on the link to see the programme), and
Daniel and Annie from the T-S board will be speaking at TESOL France’s
40th Annual Colloquium, online from 19th to 21st November
Have a fruitful, contemplative month and I hope to see you online soon!
All the best,
Rebecca and the
TESOL-SPAIN Media team!
(Ryan, Emi, Daniel and Ceri)
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Our Favourite Poems
As we were preparing for this month's theme, we did a little crowdsourcing and asked
our members about their favourite poems to use in class. Here are the results!
Amanda Gorman's inauguration poem, The Hill We Climb (click on
the link to hear her reading the poem at President Biden's
inauguration ceremony). I used this with high level adults.
(Anita Lutterkort)

Valentine for Ernest Mann by Naomi Shihab Nye
It is an interesting poem that can be easily used with an elementary, or preintermediate level. A project I created at a summer camp asked students to
write poems for a magazine contest. They had to write simple rhyming lines
using monosyllabic words with consonant rhymes at the end. I used the project
to teach writing a story in a different way, using critical thinking, metaphors and
similes, as well as pronunciation. I just asked them to use consonant rhymes,
mainly with monosyllabic words and they wrote nice and even funny poems.
(Maggie Qunitané Hierrezuelo)
Personal Questions - a jazz chant
Does a jazz chant count? One of my most memorable classes ever
was doing the Personal Questions jazz chant with four beginner
adult women. they remembered all the questions and the reply - I'd
rather not say! Click on the link above to see it online.
(Jennifer Murray)
In Broken Images by Robert Graves
I use this on my teacher training courses
as a reflective moment
(Gerard McLoughlin)

I had a beautiful experience teaching a group of teenagers and
introducing the topic: AGE, with the poem: ON AGING by Maya
Angelou. It led to a great discussion about generation gap, the
cruelty sometimes young people treat elderly people etc...I realized
that sometimes we take things for granted without even trying.
(Maria Antonia Castro)
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Our Favourite Poems
As a child at school and as a teacher now, the nursery rhyme I have most said and worked with is: Roses are
red. It's sweet, kind, and good to work phonetics as the (r) so difficult to pronounce for Spanish speakers, (v/b)
as in Spanish there is "no difference pronouncing them), (s+vowel or s+consonant) combination of sounds...
Roses are red
Violets are blue
Sugar is sweet
And so are you!
Also working it not only in very young learners grades with the objective of receptive and oral skills, but also
with upper primary grades. It gives you the possibility for them to make up the last two lines for themselves,
creating a whole "new" short poem/rhyme.
(Natasha Dopico Dennis)
This is one of m y favourite poems.which I like to use in teacher training workshops with teachers - We
Refugees by Benjamin Zephaniah. Benjamin Zephaniah is a poet, essayist, novelist, lyricist born in
Birmingham, England. He has written extensively on a number of social issues and has been recognised by
Time Magazine as one of Britain’s top 50 writers in the post-war era. Further information can be found at
https://benjaminzephaniah.com/biography/ .
(Annie Altamirano)
Mark Hancock's wonderful classroom materials for raising students' awareness of
pronunciation issues are well-known to most TESOL-SPAIN members. Pronunciation
Games and the more recent PronPack series provide fun, entertainment and even
humour ... pair work, team games ... but how especially useful, when teaching one-toone to have a story POEM, with a vital pronunciation focus.
I pointed out to my B1.2 individual student that this was a poem/story that she could
learn and then teach her 8 year-old son. The spookiness is an extra, and adds drama,
but doesn't mean it is 'only' for Halloween.
We didn't use Mark's recorded sung version, which would have made for pleasanter
listening than my recital. What a great voice he has! You can read and hear the poem,
Nightmare Hotel, here. And you can watch a video here. Enjoy!
(Kate Marriage)
Incy wincy spider is my all time favourite nursey rhyme, it's great to use with
infantil and nursery age children. The hand actions are great to strengthen the
muscles in the hands, which in turn are needed for writing later on, it has some
brilliant words to work on pronunciation and lastly you can make some
fantastic spiders using egg cartons and pipe cleaners! All 4 year olds love a
craft !!! ( and perhaps some 50 year olds as well !)
(Alix Treguenza)
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Our Favourite Poems
Since I was a kid, I've always loved Roald Dahl. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory was one of my favourite books
growing up, but as a teacher I discovered Dahl's "Revolting Rhymes" - 6 classic children's stories with a unique
Roald Dahl twist. This is his ending to "The Three Little Pigs":
A short while later, through the wood,
Came striding brave Miss Riding Hood.
The Wolf stood there, his eyes ablaze
And yellowish, like mayonnaise.
His teeth were sharp, his gums were raw,
And spit was dripping from his jaw.
Once more the maiden’s eyelid flickers.
She draws the pistol from her knickers.
Once more, she hits the vital spot,
And kills him with a single shot.
Pig, peeping through the window, stood
And yelled, ‘Well done, Miss Riding Hood!’
Ah, Piglet, you must never trust
Young ladies from the upper crust.
For now, Miss Riding Hood, one notes,
Not only has two wolfskin coats,
But when she goes from place to place,
She has a PIG SKIN TRAVELLING CASE.
My students have always enjoyed reading aloud these rhyming stories and this year I'm adapting this
Revolting Rhyme as a theatre show with my Year 5 students.
(Ryan Gornall)
If by Rudyard Kipling - I used this poem in one of my lessons with adults. I unjumbled the if-sentences and
they had to find the second parts and rearrange the verses, which was not so difficult for them. Then they had
to find the second verses, the ones that followed the jumbled sentences. The next task was to put the verses
in order following the rhyme. This was not an easy task and, I must confess, I had to help.
We worked on vocabulary, read the poem several times and analysed it. This lesson was great fun too.
If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
You can read the rest of the poem here. Or cllck here to hear the poem being read by the poet..
(María Antonia Castro)
I usually use haiku poems with my students, especially with the most challenging
students. They learn the technique, produce a piece of writing and I feel proud of
them as well as their confidence gets stronger. click here to see a simple
template for haiku writing in class
(Carmen Arias)
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Our Favourite Poems
Here's one of Karen McDonald's favourite poems. It holds a special PLACE in her heart as it was read at her
wedding by a very special person to her. First her friend read it in English, then she translated it into
Spanish especially for the groom's side of the family and friends. This special person is also a special person
on the TESOL-SPAIN board. A clue: as I write this today it is her birthday!
How Do I Love Thee? (Sonnet 43) - Elizabeth Barrett Browning - 1806-1861
And here's one written in ink by the same fair hand, well, typed on Karen's laptop.
Ode to a Teacher
After your parents who has taught you more?
Who has helped you when you were feeling sore?
You might’ve had some bad ones but you’ll remember the best.
You’ll remember how & when they said “Yes”
To an answer that you weren’t sure about but you took the risk,
Thanks to the encouragement when you were six.
For some, their job’s a vocation,
But for me, it’s my passion.
Don’t get me wrong I’m far from bragging but I do feel the need
To give each other a huge applause without any heed.
This humble wee poem is the first that I write in simple rhyme,
Just to show that we can do anything given the right time.
We juggle so much in our daily lives without much recognition,
We’re of the most modest beings, in fact, almost fiction,
But our tale is true and may it be told,
To those who are shy and those who are bold,
For we see in everyone all their good qualities,
And where there is bad, we teach apologies.
We teach them the language to say “sorry” but also worry
Is that enough in this crazy world of inequality and frivolity?
The list is endless of what we want to cover,
Whether in a lesson, a term, a year or a book
We know when we’ve seen that look,
If the student is excited or bored once again,
It’s our job to make sure they get a ten
In the next test they do, even if we don’t agree
With all the exams systems, we give them the key.
Our place is to show them that the big world out there
Is not about lack of care,
Quite the opposite I herald to say
So go forth and teach, without delay!
Karen McDonald, October 2021

Join us at our Meet Up on Tuesday, November 30 at 11am
to share your favourites! (see page 15 for details)
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This is Just to Say - a lesson plan by Ceri Jones
This is one of my favourite ways in to using poetry in the classroom. I’ve found it works with all kinds of classes,
from A2 up, with teenagers or adults. Here is a ten step lesson plan for a whole lesson including eating,
reading, writing and reciting.
1 Ask the students to eat a small piece of something tasty (fruit, chocolate, biscuits, cake …) and write down five
words – or phrases – to describe the taste/texture experience. If you want to try it out, choose a piece of fruit
from your kitchen, or if you’re not at home and have no fruit to hand, why not choose one from the fruit bowl
below? (Visualisation works well too if you don’t want to use an image). Pick it up, feel its weight and texture in
your hand. Lift it to your face, smell it and then take a small bite. Now write down five words or expressions
that describe the experience. (This exercise can work online too.)

2 In pairs or small groups the students compare and explain what they’ve written. If they chose or imagined a
fruit, ask them why they chose that particular fruit. Then ask them to put the list aside for the moment.
3 Give the students the jumbled up words of the three stanzas of the poem but don’t tell them what kind of
text it is yet. Ask them to rewrite it as two sentences.
1 eaten have the icebox that I plums were in the
2 probably for you which were breakfast saving and
3 delicious forgive so me cold they sweet and so were
4 Check the word order and ask the students to identify the text type (note left on the door of the fridge) and
the identity of the writer and reader (husband to wife). I sometimes give them the original text written out on
post-it notes and ask the students where they’d stick them.
Here’s the original text, with no line breaks or punctuation:
I have eaten the plums that were in the icebox and which you were probably saving for breakfast forgive me they were
delicious so sweet and so cold.
You can click here to see the original poem. And here to hear William Carlos Williams reading the poem
(twice!).
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This is Just to Say - a lesson plan by Ceri jones
In pairs students decide how they would punctuate the lines in the note. Compare with other pairs and
pyramid to a whole class consensus. Ask students to read the note out loud to check their punctuation and
emphasis the relationship between punctuation/intonation and meaning.
6 Explain that the note is actually a poem. Give them the title , This is just to say … and ask the students to read
the note aloud and decide where the line breaks would come in the poem version. If you want, you could give
them an outline (ie three verses – each with four lines) to help them.
7 Students compare their versions with the poet’s and discuss any differences. They now practise reading the
poem out loud. Ask them to notice in what way it is different from the note.
8 Ask the students to put away all copies of the poem and try to recall as much of it as they can. They should
be pleasantly surprised!
9 Now ask the students to look back at the words (and phrases) they wrote at the beginning of the lesson. Are
any of them in the poem? Ask them to substitute “plum” with their fruit/food and to substitute the adjectives
“delicious”, “sweet” and “cold” with their descriptions. Ask them to make any other changes they think might be
necessary. Students then compare their new poems in pairs/groups/with the whole class. You can ask them to
reformulate the poem as a thank you note, starting something like, This is just to say … thank you for the
grapes …
10 In the next lesson come back to the poem again. Ask the students to repeat one of the ordering activities
from the previous lesson, or prepare a “wrong” version of the poem and ask the students to spot the mistakes
and discuss any differences in the meaning (e.g. “I ate” instead of “I have eaten”, “very sweet” instead of “so
sweet”) or simply ask the students to write out the poem in pairs/groups from memory.
This is just to say
I have eaten
the plums
that were in
the icebox
And which
you were probably
saving
for breakfast.
Forgive me
they were delicious
so sweet
and so cold.
William Carlos Williams
If you or your students are interested, you can also read the "note"his wife, Flossie, wrote in reply.
(This lesson plan first appeared on the Close Up blog.)
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WORD SPOT by Dr Daniel Brint

POETRY
As we are now, in Spain, residents of autumn, I can use this excuse to combine the season with our Webinar
and meet-up theme for this month – namely, poetry.
I’d like to reflect on how a few poets have represented this time of year. It’s an intensely personal season in
my opinion, as some of us love the extraordinary colours, the chill days tinged with rust and reds, finding
inspiration and beauty, while others see a rather sad, leaf-filled road taking us into winter. Thomas Hood was
of the latter persuasion and found the ‘no’ of November a fitting point of reference:
No sun — no moon!
No morn — no noon —
No dawn — no dusk — no proper time of day.
No warmth, no cheerfulness, no healthful ease,
No comfortable feel in any member —
No shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees,
No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds! —
November!
The Brontë sisters were intensely attuned to autumn a time of powerful imagery, the force of nature evident
in its changing landscapes, and perhaps most importantly, the sense of wildness it brings in its wake. This is
from Anne’s Brontë’s Lines Composed in a Wood on a Windy Day:
The long withered grass in the sunshine is glancing,
The bare trees are tossing their branches on high;
The dead leaves, beneath them, are merrily dancing,
The white clouds are scudding across the blue sky.

As well as line end rhyme, she uses assonance (grass/glancing) and consonance (cloud/scudding),
perhaps because if there is a season we associate with sound, it’s probably Autumn, and the wind
dances through her poem in the sounds of words.
Anne’s sister, Emily, makes the imaginative connection Shelley explores in his Ode to the West Wind,
whereby autumn is a necessary time of change that allows the new world to be created.
Those words they awakened a spell –
They unlocked a deep fountain whose springing
Nor absence nor distance can quell.
In the gloom of a cloudy November
They uttered the music of May –
They kindled the perishing ember
Into fervour that could not decay…
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WORD SPOT by Dr Daniel Brint

POETRY
For Shelley, this change was part of the human spirit and took on a significance for human kind
fighting against oppression and the abuse of power, and he asks:
If winter comes, can spring be far behind?
It’s an inspiring sentiment, and as an earlier poet observed, ‘hope springs eternal in the human
breast.’
The sense of autumn as a period of change or transition is present in its very etymology – the word
was borrowed by the Romans from Etruscan – autu - meaning the passing of the year, and maybe
that is why the poetry I find for this season tends to focus on personal or social change. Shelley sees
the hope for mankind, whereas Edna St. Vincent Millay sees herself as a tree without leaves, alone
and deserted.
Thus in the winter stands the lonely tree,
Nor knows what birds have vanished one by one,
Yet knows its boughs more silent than before:
I cannot say what loves have come and gone,
I only know that summer sang in me
A little while, that in me sings no more.
A poem that brings together many different ‘autumn voices’, hope, fear, amazement, foreboding,
passions and melancholy is DH Lawrence’s Bavarian Gentians. In this, the last poem he wrote before
he died, Lawrence returns to the myth of Persephone and autumn/winter as the time she must
spend in the land of Dis. And like many of the poets I have mentioned, he ultimately sees the
mystery and beauty inherently present in the ‘passing of the year.’
lead me then, lead me the way.
Reach me a gentian, give me a torch!
Let me guide myself with the blue, forked torch of a flower
down the darker and darker stairs, where blue is darkened on blueness
down the way Persephone goes…
‘Fall,’ of course, is the American English word for autumn, and is has a kind of poetic beauty, but
given the religious associations of the term, I personally prefer to stick with the Etruscans as this
invites us to consider the passing of the year, and in doing so, reflect on how we can best make use
of it, seeing endings as opportunities, and absence as a space for new ideas.
I hope you will join us for the November Webinars and meet-ups and share ideas about how we can
use poetry to teach English throughout the four seasons!
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FEATURED ARTICLE: Folklore and traditions
in the EFL Classroom - by Juliana Bustmante
Juliana Bustamante - Independent English and Spanish teacher as foreign
languages. B.A. in English Language Teaching. Universidad Nacional Autónoma de
México (UNAM). B.A. in Journalism and Communication. (UNAM). 15 yearsexperience in teaching children, teenagers, adults and developing English for
Specific Purposes courses. Currently based in the south of France.
busjuliana@gmail.com

I still have a taste for Halloween and The Day of the Dead: spooky costumes, jack o’ lanterns, funny skeletons,
colourful skulls and creative orange and black decorations of cats and witches all around. Children just love it
and me too! That’s why I like the theme of Language and Culture in the EFL classroom so much: it’s fascinating.
We all know how important folklore and traditions are in all cultures. They are our background and our roots.
Our modern society is immersed in multiple cultural manifestations that provide us with an incredibly
diversity. For example, young people and adults are fascinated by Japanese manga conventions, the
Oktoberfest is always a successful event among beer-fans, and even Saint Patrick’s Day is widely celebrated in
Mexico by the Irish community. Can you believe it? Thanks to mass media and of course, internet, we have
unlimited access to films, books, songs, video games, or tv programs from any country in the world. We have
everything to hand to get to know other languages and different lifestyles.
Learners are becoming more independent thanks to technology, but nevertheless, teachers continue to have
an essential role in the learning process, not only developing great lesson plans and classes, but also sharing
and guiding our students towards cultural immersion in the target language.
Learners are usually curious about food, music, sports, clothes, proverbs, local celebrations, etc, and we
should not forget to integrate topics about popular culture in our courses. This year, I delivered some online
workshops about folklore at the UNAM (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México) with students studying
the major in ELT. One of the sessions was about popular children’s songs and rhymes in English and I was able
to see how fascinated they were about the topic. I also delivered another workshop about traditional songs
and poetry in French and it was very successful too. These workshops actually represent an opportunity for
the students to discover another culture in an entertaining, interactive way, with no grammar or fill-in-theblanks tasks, just having fun and learning.
November and December are great months to explore more about folklore: we have Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas, New Year’s Eve and all the atmosphere of wintertime. We can create original activities, tasks,
projects or debates no matter if our learners are children, teenagers or adults.
I would like to share with you the following brainstorm on the next page. (I’m sure you’ll come up with more
ideas):
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FEATURED ARTICLE: Folklore and traditions
in the EFL Classroom - by Juliana Bustmante
Thanksgiving Day
Why is it celebrated?, what does it mean? why the turkey, the corn
or the cranberry sauce? Textbooks always have pictures about the
football match of the NFL and the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade…
but what does it mean for our students? Is it meaningful or meaningless?

Black Friday
We all know this a modern commercial date, but it’s been widely reproduced in
many countries. I find it very useful to prepare debates or discussions about its
impact on modern society or funny publicity about the crazy discounts.

Christmas
So many things to say about Christmas! The traditional letter to Santa Claus, Saint Nicolas, Father Christmas,
the elves, the toys… Let’s ask our students: Why is he always wearing red and laughing all the time? Why not
introduce or adapt the poem: « A visit from St. Nicholas » written and published in 1823 by Clement Clarke. It’s a
good idea for integrating poetry into a class.
And what about the most popular children song of the season? Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer has a very interesting history related to literature,
marketing and business in the U.S. Well, I think this song is the most famous,
but of course we know many others: Let it snow, Jingle bells, It’s the most
wonderful time of the year or White Christmas among many others.

New Year’s Eve.
Finally, the beautiful and nostalgic Auld Lang Syne written by Robert Burns that sometimes provokes tears.
When I was very young, I heard this song many times in films and on TV shows, but years later when I read and
analysed it at the university… I was just fascinated by its beauty!
As you can see, I love folklore and popular culture very much, and this article is just an invitation to enjoy
songs, poems, legends and beautiful stories with your learners and to make the experience of learning a
foreign language incredible.
Have fun!
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TESOL-SPAIN Professional Development
Looking back to the October webinar
In this highly practical and very insightful webinar, Emily Adrianova
explored how digital tools can be used to enhance collaborative
writing tasks. Emily offered insights into how our teaching has
changed since Covid 19, fostered discussion and contributions using
a variety of online tools, and walked us through a detailed lesson
plan including sample writing texts from her students.
The digital tools Emily showcased during the webinar included
Wooclap, Mentimeter, Genially and Screencast O Matic, among
others. During the webinar Emily used Woolclap and Mentimeter so
we could see hands-on how these two platforms can be used for
surveys and opinions. But the main tool we explored was Google
documents and their many useful features. Emily took us through a
step-by-step explanation and commentary of a collaborative task
she has recently used with a teenage group that involved using
found expressions to write a review of a short film. She showed how
Google docs allowed her students to process the key language in
the model texts more actively, gave her the opportunity to give
instant “point-of-need” feedback and allowed easy access to all the
texts for both the students and the teacher. It was amazing to see
how her students had noticed and used natural sounding
comments in their own reviews.
She also looked at other possible uses for shared, collaborative
documents, such as reflective journals shared privately with the
teacher, peer feedback on speaking tasks for exam classes, and
collaborative vocabulary activities. The session was packed with
practical tips. Click on the link below to watch the recording and find
out more!

Click on "play" to see
the recording on our
YouTube channel

12

TESOL-SPAIN Professional Development
Looking back to: The 1st Online Conference of
International TESOL Associations
On October 23 TESOL-SPAIN hosted the 1st Online Conference of International TESOL Associations under
the title “BUILDING BRIDGES, BUILDING COOPERATION”, which was free and open to teachers around the
world. Speakers from eleven teacher associations from three continents – Africa, Latin America and Europe –
did sessions on a variety of topics from the effects of COVID19 on teachers, students and associations to a
mentoring project for teachers in Africa to building a sustainable classroom environment. The sessions were
very well received by the almost 700 teachers from around the world who registered for the conference.
I would like thank the associations who participated: CyTEA (Cyprus), Africa ELTA, Nile TESOL , ELTA Serbia ,
IATEFL Poland , Argentina TESOL , HUPE (Croatia), TESOL France, MEXTESOL, APPI (Portugal) and to all the
teachers who followed the sessions from 12.00 pm to 21.00 pm(CEST), a special mention goes to the
teachers in the Philippines, who stayed up to the end even when it was 3.00 am in their country!
My big thank you goes to our President, Gerard McLoughlin, who kindly opened and closed the event, to Ceri
Jones, our Newsletter editor and wonderful speaker, to Alix Tregenza, Caroline Allen Gardner and Daniel
Brint, TESOL-SPAIN Board members, Sónia Ferreirinha, Mahamba Sebastian, Kristina Grujić and Debbie West
who generously gave up their time to help monitor the sessions.
Finally, I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to Ryan Gornall, the hand that set up all the tech that made this
convention possible. Ryan, I wouldn’t have been able to do this without you!
The aim of the conference was to strengthen the ties between TESOL-SPAIN and our ‘sister’ associations as I
like to call the teacher associations we have signed collaboration agreements with, and we all agree that this
event was an important first step. Taking into account the success of the 1st. Online Conference of
International TESOL Associations, TESOL-SPAIN is already thinking of having the second edition next year and
we hope to have more teacher associations on board.
Annie Altamirano
Vice-president & External Liaison Officer
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TESOL-SPAIN Professional Development
Looking back to: The 1st Online Conference of
International TESOL Associations

You can see recordings from the day's sessions on the
TESOL-SPAIN YouTube channel. Just follow this link!
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TESOL-SPAIN Professional Development
Looking forward to November
November Webinar
Reasons for Rhyme: using poetry in the classroom
In this TESOL-SPAIN Webinar Daniel Brint will look at a number of
ways we can use poetry in the classroom for a variety of purposes
such as learning grammar and vocabulary, writing, speaking and
pronunciation. Daniel will also look at how poetry produces a high
level of language retention as it is memorable and engages our
empathy and emotions.
Click here to register for the webinar.
Dr Daniel Brint is a teacher, materials writer and teacher trainer with
special interest in literature, visual media and creative writing. Daniel
has worked for the British Council for 25 years and is now director
of Upper Street School of English, Madrid. He gives teacher training
courses and is an online tutor for the Comunidad de Madrid and
the University of Alcalá. Daniel has written material for Cambridge
University Press’s textbooks CITIZEN Z and PREPARE and is coauthor of the British Council-Espasa collaboration Las 500 Dudas
más Frecuentes del Inglés.

November Meet-ups
There will be two Meet-ups in November. The first will be especially for teachers of infant and primary classes in
mainstream education. It will be hosted by Alix Treguenza and Julie Eckroth and will be held on Thursday,
November 11 at 6.30pm. Please spread the word among your infant and primary teachers friends and contacts!
The second Meet-up will be held on Tuesday, November 30 at 11am. This Meet-up will give us a chance to
discuss ideas and activities from the webinar as well as share our own favourite poems and lesson plans.
Remember, everyone is welcome, and we'll be really happy to see you there! Click on the posters to enter the
Zoom rooms, or llok for the links on our website and social media channels.
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TESOL-SPAIN 45th Annual Convention
SPEAKERS COORDINATOR UPDATE
Thank you x 3
1. To all of you who have sent in a proposal for our next annual convention.
2. Thanks for sending before the deadline.
3. Thanks to the Reading Committee for reading so many proposals.
This year regarding the number of proposals has been a question of quality rather than quantity - though that
doesn’t mean it’s any easier to choose. Since the next annual convention will be online over one weekend we
will have limited space and time for sessions.
The “Wh- questions” regarding Speakers’ Proposals

Q. WHEN will I know if my proposal has been accepted?
A. By the end of this month, November. As soon as we have finished making up the timetable we will inform
the speakers of their acceptance as well as information on their day, time and slot for this year’s online annual
convention.
Q. WHO decides?
A. The Reading Committee (made up of board members, honorary board members of TESOL-SPAIN) read all
the proposals sent and evaluate each proposal.
Q. WHEN & WHERE is the timetabling going to take place?
A. In the past a few board members (the Speakers Coordinators & Convention Coordinator + a couple of other
board members) used to devote a whole weekend to this but, like last year, we will be doing this online so,
we’ll be doing it in our free time over the next couple of weeks
Q. WHAT do I have to do once my proposal has been accepted?
A. Register as a speaker. If you have any problems please get in touch with Karen
speakerstesolspain@gmail.com or Tammi tsantana44@gmail.com
Q. WHY?
A. Because places are limited and there is a waiting list for speakers
Thank you for your patience and understanding.
Karen McDonald
Speakers Resource Coordinator
TESOL-SPAIN 2022 ONLINE CONVENTION
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THE GREEN CORNER
Eco can-do statements in the ELT classroom
Eco can-do statements are learning objectives that are part of larger frameworks that outline environmental
literacy competencies and can be found in national curriculum, school programmes, and community policies in
countries all over the world. Many of these can-do statements lend themselves very easily to the language
classroom and to the ELT classroom in particular, as English has become the global language of protest. This
short 5-step lesson plan shows how a can-do statement can be picked up and borrowed to lend structure to a
lesson which can be used with a range of ages and levels.

What do you know about greenwashing?
INTRODUCTION: Not everyone has heard of greenwashing, and of those who
have, not everyone feels confident that they can clearly define it and share
concrete examples. Or they may feel they can do this in their L1, but can they
do it in English? This lesson is therefore based on the following can-do
statement: I can understand and explain the concept of greenwashing and offer
clear, concrete examples.
STEP 1
Ask the students if they know what greenwashing is. Ask them to work in pairs or small groups to write a
simple definition. You may want to let them do an online search if they're not sure. Ask the students to share
their definitions, Don't comment on them yet.
STEP 2
Share a screenshot of the definition of greenwashing on the
Greenpeace site (this is a good chance to introduce students
to the organisation if they don't already know it). Ask the
students to compare the definition with their own and spot
any differences, additions or omissions.
STEP 3
Explain that the definition comes from an article on
greenwashing and share the headline. Here's a screenshot.

Ask the students to look at the examples given and discuss why they are good examples of greenwashing. (In
both cases it is impossible for these products to have zero carbon emissions so their claims. You may or may
not want to look at the issue of carbon-offsetting at this point). Ask them to summarise their discussion by
completing the sentence: Carbon neutral flights are/Net zero bacon is a clear example of greenwashing because ...
STEP 4
Ask the students to think of other examples. They can look them up online if you/they want. Ask them to work
in groups to present their examples to the class. Be on hand to help with and collect any emergent language
that is relevant to the topic so that you can focus on it at the end of the activity.
STEP 5
Look at the can-do statement with your students. Discuss how confident they feel now in discussing,
explaining and sharing examples of greenwashing. Ask them if there's another similar term they'd like to
explore in the same way.

Katherine Bilsborough and Ceri Jones will be talking about ecoliteracy and can-do statements in ELT
17
at the TESOL Italy online conference on November 19 (see page 22)

THE GREEN CORNER
The climate change news ticker - a quick and easy idea to "green" your classes
in November
As you no doubt know, the COP26, UN Climate Change
Conference is currently underway in Glasgow. Why not keep a
track of news stories on a special "Climate Change Breaking News
Ticker"? Start off by sharing a headline from the conference with
your class and quickly discussing the story behind it. Add it to a
real or virtual "news ticker" in your classroom and encourage
students to add more stories to it in following classes, adding the
headlines to the ticker tape and briefly presenting any new stories to the class. By the end you'll have a rich
tool for retelling the various stories, reviewing key vocabulary and expressions and maintaining and extending
discussions on the topic.
And what better time to update our TESOL-SPAIN Green Policy and pledge to play our part?

Contribute to the Green Corner!
If you have a green story or project you'd like to
share with our members, please get in touch with us
at tesolspainpublications@gmail.com.
You can send a photo, a text, an audio file or a short
video. Your actions can help and inspire others to
spread the word!
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Upcoming Events: MEXTESOL's 48th
International Conference

Visit the website for more information.
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Upcoming Events:
Asociación Enseñanza Bilingüe
Estimado/a amigo/a,
Si en CIEB 2021 no tuviste la ocasión de asistir al panel
plenario ENSEÑANZA BILINGÜE: ESTUDIOS Y PROPUESTAS DE
FUTURO te invitamos a la presentación del estudio que se
presentó.
Si puedes y te apetece, te esperamos.
Por limitaciones de aforo, se ruega confirmación. Gracias.

Pulsa para confirmar la asistencia
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Upcoming Events: TESOL France

Click here to see
a short video
introduction

2021 marks the year of TESOL France’s 40th Anniversary. Since 1981, we’ve been supporting
teachers of English in France.
Last year, we received an EVE award for having gender parity among the speakers across all our events. For
the past 2 years, we’ve also organized several webinars on social justice and equality.
The workshops at the TESOL France colloquium are specifically done in interactive formats that engage the
audience and focus on specific, practical classroom techniques, or applicable research ideas. Our conference
talks include suggestions, models, or success stories from today's classroom and beyond. Not only do we
wish to explore ELT in France but also the world of ELT as a whole. Our goal is to open the way for in-depth
discussions, debates, and classroom enlightenment.
If there’s one more thing we can say about our events it is that the overall atmosphere is always very positive
and welcoming. Year after year, the most common feedback that we get from our delegates is that our event
is refreshing and motivating. TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) France, an affiliate
of TESOL Inc. and IATEFL, is a non-profit organization of teachers of English in France. Its purposes are to
stimulate professional development, to disseminate information about research, books and other materials
related to English, and to strengthen instruction and research.
We regularly organize high quality events which are opportunities to keep up-to-date with current trends in
teaching, to share knowledge and experiences and to meet and network with other teachers.

Full conference schedule and registration details on our website www.tesol-france.org 21

Upcoming Events: TESOL Italy

A message from the organisers - special discount for TESOL-SPAIN members
We would like to inform you that this year we have provided a special discounted registration fee for
teachers who are members of other professional associations, such as TESOL-SPAIN. Here is the link to the
Convention registration form where it will be possible to check the discounted registration fees.
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Upcoming Events: CyTEA
The Cyprus Teachers of English Association (CyTEA) annual conference, “Language teaching and the pandemic:
a shift to a new era?”, is taking place on 27th - 28th November, 2022 Online and registrations are now open.

The conference will have a wide variety of
theoretical and practical presentations as
well as hands-on workshops. The issues
covered are varied and include topics
related to language teaching and the
pandemic. More information on our
website at https://cytea.weebly.com/
Plenary speakers at the conference include
internationally renowned experts, Greg
Kessler, Sophia Mavridi and Michal
Paradowski.
Pre-registration is necessary at
https://forms.gle/P3Q6nhTjzt19z9oD7 in
order to get a link (closer to the event) for
joining our conference which this year is
free for everyone.
For more information, call Dr Stella Kourieos at 99425520 or Chryso Pelekani at 99434581 or email
mdiakou2000@yahoo.com .
On behalf of the CyTEA committee
Maria Diakou, Chair

Call for Papers - deadline extended to November 30!

Click here to submit your proposal
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A huge THANK YOU to all the
organisations who have offered to
sponsor our convention in 2022

ANGLIA EXAMINATIONS
CAMBRIDGE ASSESSMENT ENGLISH
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
EIMUB
EXPRESS PUBLISHING (GOLD SPONSOR)
GRUPO SM
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
PEARSON (PLATINUM SPONSOR)
MACMILLAN
RICHMOND (SILVER SPONSOR)
SGEL/DELTA PUBLISHING
TRINITY COLLEGE LONDON
VICENS VIVES
Click here to find out how to sponsor
TESOL-SPAIN's 45th convention in 2022.
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La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ;tsantana44@gmail.com.
Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias
The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.
Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.
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