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Our theme for October is Digital Tools
Dear TESOL-SPAIN members,
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Good to see you all again! We’ll soon be saying that and meaning it literally,
but in the meantime, let's spare a thought for all things digital which have
kept us going over the 18 months since lock-down and COVID restrictions
began.

Digital Tools
Video: Watch Russell Stannard
share some new twists on two
of his favourite digital tools.
Harry Water introduces
Teachers Talk Radio
Seb Paredes explores the use
of wikis

This month our focus is on the digital tools we have come to love, the ones
which have helped us communicate with our students and colleagues (and
families and friends), and allowed us discover new ways of teaching and
learning, of sharing and motivating. We asked our members which tools you
like best, and have a selection of the responses. Harry Waters introduces
Teachers Talk Radio, Seb Paredes explores the use of wikis and we have a
great video interview from the digital-guru himself, Russell Stannard. Don’t
miss our programme of Meet-Ups and our Online Resources Officer, Emily
Adrianova’s webinar Collaborative student work before and after on October
16 at 11:00am CEST.
Thanks go to Ben Crompton and Gerard McLoughlin for contributing
their stories in the Green Corner this month, and to Dirk Lagerwaard,
Daniela Avello, Ryan Gornall and María Lanza for sharing their
experiences as grant-winners at past TESOL-SPAIN conventions.
If you are contemplating proposing a session for our convention (remember
the deadline- October 15), check to see whether you too are eligible to apply
for our First-time Speaker or Robin de Andrés grants (more information on
page 13 of this issue of the newsletter).
We share our newsletters with a lot of sister Teaching Associations and our
Vice-President and Liaison Officer, Annie Altamirano, has been working
hard over the summer, organising the 1st Online Conference of
International TESOL Associations. You can read all about it here, and join
colleagues from around the globe on Saturday October 23.
Have a good October and do send your ideas and experiences to
tesolspainpublications@gmail.com (by the 25th of the preceding month) so
we can showcase them for all our members.
The TESOL-SPAIN Media Team,
Rebecca, Ryan, Emily, Daniel and Ceri

TESOL-SPAIN Professional
Development in October:
Webinar and Meet-Ups
1st Online Conference of
International TESOL
Associations
Saturday October 23
TESOL-SPAIN 45th ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
Plenary Speakers
Call for Papers
Information about grants
Interviews with grant winner
Dirk Lagerwaard, Daniela
Avello, Ryan Gornall and María
Lanza
WORD SPOT by Dr Daniel Brint Innovation
THE GREEN CORNER
Ben Crompton introduces
Language for the Planet, an
online course for teachers
Gerard McLoughlin talks about
making the CELTA course
paperless
Other upcoming events and
calls for papers
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Digital Tools - Russell Stannard
shares two of his favourite tools
Do you want to create better lessons quicker? Are you a fan of student generated content? Whatever your
teaching situation is this academic year, watch Russell Stannard share two of his favourite digital tools:
Wordwall & Padlet. Even if you're familiar with these tools you can watch this short video to see some new tips
and tricks. Russell demonstrates an activity using Google Earth with Wordwall. He also shows us how students
using Padlet can leave comments on their peers' opinions and also shows us a timesaving tool for teachers on
how to give feedback. Click here to watch the video on our TESOL-SPAIN YouTube channel. Happy viewing! And a
huge thank you to Russell for sharing his ideas!

Russell Stannard is a multi award-winning Educational Technologist and founder of
www.teachertrainingvideos.com. He received awards from the British Council ELTONS, the Times Higher and
the University of Westminster for his work in the use of ICT in education. He is especially known for his work in
using technology to enhance feedback, teaching online and blended/flipped learning. Russell was previously a
Principal Educational Technologist at the University of Warwick and the University of Westminster. He currently
works as a consultant on educational technology at Kings College University London and as an associate trainer
at NILE. where he teaches on the MA programme and runs courses in blended/flipped learning. He has more
than 60,000 subscribers on his YouTube channel and 12,000 subscribers on his popular newsletter.
He is a recommended Camtasia Trainer and a member of the JISC Expert Users Group. Russell has presented in
over 55 countries around the world.

What about you? What's your favourite digital tool? Read some answers from
TESOL-SPAIN members. Is your favourite in the list?
Alix Treguenza Breakyourownnews.com. We have been having fun with this. Thinking of our headlines and
then I have searched for a picture but older children could do that themselves
Gerard McLoughlin Share audio files and help students with speaking vocaroo.com
Daniel Brint Who could resist the chance to create an animated tomato😁? Fodey.com. Another tool I use all
the time is random.org lists. It automatically creates a random order of anything you paste into the box. Great
for texts (put these sentences in the correct order), vocabulary exercises (match 1-10 with a-j) and even putting
students into groups (put it on the IWB and they can see that it created the groups, not you! ) A great time-saver.
Caroline Allen Gardner End of lesson fun with Bamboozle.com
María Antonia Castro (and the teachers at Ebenen) factile, eslbrains, eslgamesworld, kahoot,
wheeldecide, lyricstraining, kiala edu, jeopardy labs - check out the links to find out more!
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Harry Waters introduces Teachers Talk Radio
Teachers Talk radio was formed back in January by educational powerhouse, Tom Rogers, a history teacher from
the United Kingdom. He’s written over 100 blogs for TES and spoken about topics ranging from burnout to the
benefits of edutwitter.
The mission statement is simple:

What makes the Teachers Talk Radio stand out from other educational podcasts?
For me there are 2 main reasons, the first one being the station has over 40 volunteer presenters from all walks
of educational life, each one brings their own experience and expertise to the table.
The second reason has to be the live element the station has. No other edupodacast gives listeners the chance
to call in, write in and give their ideas and ask the expert guests their opinions and advice on the given subject
matter. It can then be easily downloaded and listened to in podcast form at a later date.
After 14 shows I’d still refer to myself as something of a novice. The support from the management team and
fellow hosts has been exceptional and the faith placed in me to bring my own unique brand of ELT based talk,
very reassuring.
In my professional life I have always loved a challenge, an opportunity to grow and Teachers Talk Radio has
given me this opportunity, and then some. It isn’t simply the fact that my bow now has a live radio presenter
string to it. It’s more the fact that each and every guest I’ve spoken to has brought something very different and
very special to the show, giving the listeners and I the chance to learn and grow.
So, what do we do on the ELT segment of the show? I’ve spoken to teachers around the globe about topics
ranging from the everlasting “Non-Native” teacher debate with TESOL-SPAIN’s very own Annie Altamirano, to
Queer Identity in the classroom with Jordan Putman. What I love about TTradio is that as hosts we are
encouraged to not only, not shy away from “controversial” classroom topics, but tackle them head on.
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Harry Waters introduces Teachers Talk Radio
With the rest of October fully booked with topics such as using poetry and writing to aid mental health,
confidence in the classroom and then a few environment specials, in and around COP36.
Remember it isn’t all ELT, to be honest, it mostly isn’t ELT with the other hosts tackling equally difficult topics like
how to deal with a toxic school environment and microaggressions to name but a few.
It isn’t all super serious subjects though. One of my own shows in the middle of summer was about holiday
nightmares, we’ve also had presenters talking about dates and the love life of a teacher. It is, in short, a glance
into the staffroom. We all know as teachers we love to talk shop, here is where you can talk as much shop as
you like and listen to those around us doing the same and not feel bad about it at all.
If you’re an ELT professional with something important to say, you can always call in to “The Drive Home” every
Wednesday at 17:00 Spanish time on ttradio.org and please don’t hesitate to drop me an email to
harry@renewableenglish.com if you have a burning topic and you’d like to be a guest on the show. Better still, if
you want to host your own show get in touch with the management team at teacherstalkradio@gmail.com
Happy listening everyone!

Harry Waters has buried deep in the TEFL world for over 14
years. He is a trainer for the ELTon award winning Pearson
and BBC Live Classes project. He is also the learning guide
for Pearson and BBC Studio’s project Speak Out for
Sustainability. His passion for teaching and obsession with
the planet led him to create Renewable English an online
English course, providing free classes and materials aimed at
raising climate change awareness across the globe. Harry is
also a passionate teacher trainer. He describes himself as an
imperfect environmentalist with a love of flags and funky
second-hand shirts.
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Exploring the use of wikis to develop and improve
note-taking skills in EFL classrooms by Seb Paredes
Sebastian Paredes is TEFL, CELTA and DELTA qualified English teacher with 15 years of
experience teaching both monolingual and multilingual classes. He has participated as a
speaker in international conferences related to English language learning Currently, he is
studying for a master’s degree in Education and applied linguistics.
About the article: The study grew out of the necessity to provide opportunities for
students to improve and develop note taking skills using Web 2.0 tools in remote teaching.
The research focuses on the students’ perceptions and attitudes towards the use of wikis
for collaborative note taking. Furthermore, the research was carried out based on notions of sociocultural
theory, in which learning takes place through dialogue and it is achieved through the interactions between
teachers and students, where knowledge is not possessed by individuals but rather shared by each member of
the community (Rojas-Drummond, 2008). Thus, the development of knowledge is supported by the constant
collaboration between peers, in which experts and novices promote each other’s learning.
Since the pandemic started and we switched to online classes, I began to notice how students have difficulty
taking notes and summarizing information, so I started to think about ways in which they can become more
interested in doing so. Online EFL learning environments, in which students are simply facilitated with all the
materials created by teachers and coursebooks, have contributed to the students’ apathy when it comes to
taking notes of the lesson. Many learners are reluctant to take notes since teachers usually share their
presentations on platforms or via email or WhatsApp groups, or students can simply watch the recordings of a
lesson. Learners have become reliant on the teacher’s materials and do not know how to select important
pieces of information and transform them into their own. Additionally, students who do take notes, do it in
isolation and they rarely compare their notes with those of their peers, and in many cases, they try to write
down everything that is being said or written in a lesson. To address this issue, I decided to create a wiki in order
to help students develop and improve their note taking skills with the goal of creating a database that contains
all the information that they have seen throughout the course. Students nowadays need to develop a variety of
skills that involve collecting and presenting information using different kinds of technological tools, and they
need to become aware of how to use these tools in collaborative ways that will enable them to gather data in a
more efficient way. I conducted a small-scale project with 10 adult EFL learners in order to explore the
effectiveness of using wikis for collaborative note taking, and to understand the students’ ideas and perceptions
towards the implementation of Web 2.0 tools in classrooms. During the project the students were quite
enthusiastic to participate since they were the ones in control of the materials posted on the wiki. Thus, its
content emerged as a result from the students’ participation and dynamic construction of knowledge where the
production and revision of texts was controlled and distributed by the community. The following images, taken
form the wiki, show how the students were able to upload content and create hyperlinks in creative ways in
order to take their knowledge beyond what was learnt in the lesson. The first image shows a table about
sentence adverbs which was the main topic of the lesson. However, it can be noticed that the students included
a hyperlink related to frequency adverbs, which was not something discussed in that particular lesson. This
shows how students were motivated and engaged in the tasks, and how the wiki’s features can enhance their
learning experience.

Image 1
containing hyperlylink
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Exploring the use of wikis to develop and improve note-taking
skills in EFL classrooms by Seb Paredes

Image 2 (frequency adverbs)
Source: https://slimwiki.com/english-teacher-seb-paredes/week-7
Although the small number of participants in this project will not produce generalisable findings, the results
of the surveys and interviews carried out with the students indicate a positive attitude towards the use of
wikis for note taking and the creation of a repository of information about the course. The following figures
show the students’ responses to the questionnaire surveys carried out at the end of the project.
How much do you think the wiki contributed to your learning?
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Exploring the use of wikis to develop and improve note-taking
skills in EFL classrooms by Seb Paredes
Do you think wikis should be a permanent learning tool?

Do you think your learning experience was enhanced when collaborating with others?

Source: Exploring the use of wikis to develop and improve note taking skills in EFL classrooms. Paredes, 2021
The findings show how the majority of learners see the implementation of wikis in classrooms as an asset that
can bring about changes in the way they perceive and carry out note taking activities. The results also indicate
that students enjoy working together in digital environments that promote language production and collective
scaffolding. Overall, while the pandemic continues, it is important to find creative ways for collaborative
learning supported by computer-based activities which can enhance the learning process, and motivate
students to learn from one another.
References
Rojas-Drummond, S., Albarrab, C.D. and Littleton, K.S. (2008) ‘Collaboration, creativity and the co-construction
of oral and written texts’, Thinking Skills and Creativity, vol. 3, no. 3, pp. 177–91.
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TESOL-SPAIN Professional Development in October
The October Webinar Collaborative student work before and after with Emily Adrianova
Teaching with the help of technology has now become our
day-to-day and digital tools are crucial for the achievement of
the lesson aims. In this talk we will explore some practical
ideas for collaborative digital activities. We will look at some
collaborative digital tools I used to use in the past and I still do,
we will talk about how their use can be adapted depending on
the classroom setting: face-to-face / online / hybrid, and we
will explore some tools and activities I discovered in the last
year. The talk is interactive so anyone who participates will be
able to try out most of the tools we will cover.
Click on the poster to join the webinar.

The October Meet-Ups
We have two general Meet-Ups lined up:
where our topic will be Digital Tools and
we'll be sharing ideas and resources,
favorites and flops! As always, everyone is
welcome! Click on the posters for a link to
the Zoom room, and watch out for a
reminder in your inbox!

This month we are also experimenting with two more specialist Meet-Ups where we'll be inviting teachers with a
shared background to get together to discuss their specific context and the challenges they face. We're hoping
these Meet-Ups can offer support and new networking opportunities.
Meet-Up for Teachers Preparing for Oposiciones
A chance to share ideas, experiences and concerns,

Meet-Up for School Teachers (Infants and Primary)
Compare challenges and solutions for your context.

If you know someone who you think might be interested in joining either of these meetings, please pass the
information on. These meetings are open to everyone! And if you'd like to propose a Meet-up for your specialist
area, please get in touch at tesolspainpublications@gmail.com
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Introducing the FIRST International
TESOL Associations Online Conference
During the 44th TESOL-SPAIN Annual Convention back in March, we invited the
Presidents and representatives of the international teacher associations TESOL-SPAIN
has signed collaboration agreements with to a meeting. The aim of that meeting was to
discuss issues of common interest and find ways in which we can collaborate more
with each other for the benefit of our members. One of the decisions reached was to
organise a conference together. After a few months, the day has come! On October 23
TESOL-SPAIN will host the 1st Online Conference of International TESOL Associations
under the title “BUILDING BRIDGES, BUILDING COOPERATION”. We'd love to see you
there!
Annie Altamirano
Vice-president & External Liaison Officer

The conference is free but it is essential to register. Click here to register. 9

1st International TESOL Associations
Online Conference - Programme

Click here to read more about the sessions and the speakers.
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TESOL-SPAIN 45th Annual Convention
PLENARY SPEAKERS

Vicky Saumell

Katherine
Bilsborough

Gabriel Díaz
Maggioli
116

TESOL-SPAIN 45th Annual Convention
CALL FOR PAPERS
Since COVID struck we’ve had to learn to change our mindsets in order to cope, but perhaps we’ve also learned
to change in order to thrive. Everyone has reacted to the pressures of working in a pandemic in different ways –
and maybe we are becoming more aware of just how diverse we are – as teachers, as students, as writers, as
people. TESOL-SPAIN would like to celebrate what we’ve learned, how we’ve changed and how enriching diversity
can be.
Looking back over the last decade of TESOL-SPAIN Annual Conventions, we’ve zigzagged across the country, from
Madrid to Bilbao and Seville and back to Madrid, from Salamanca to Vitoria-Gasteiz, Elche, Madrid, Oviedo and
back to Salamanca. In 2021 we held our first Online Convention, and we have taken the decision to stay online
for ’22. There are many reasons behind our decision, not least because of the extremely positive feedback we
got from participants, speakers, sponsors and everyone working behind the scenes. There will be changes based
on our experiences back in March, including the calendar (1 weekend, not 2), timetabling (sessions will be 45
minutes long) and more interactive features on Whova, such as Roundtables. We will endeavour to offer the
same range of high quality sessions that TESOL-SPAIN conventions are known for, plus the Community Board,
Platinum, Gold and Silver sponsors, Speaker Grants (First-Time Speaker and Robin de Andrés grant for speakers
presenting on a theme relating to primary or secondary education. See the next page for more information
about the grants.) Once again we hope to welcome speakers and participants from across the country and
around the world.
We are very happy to confirm the three plenary speakers for our 45th Annual Convention: Kath Bilsborough,
Gabriel Díaz-Maggioli and Vicky Saumell, and are looking forward to reading through all the speaker proposals
that reach us by the deadline of October 15th.
Registration opens on December 1st – so keep an eye on our website and pencil the weekend of March 4th to
6th 2022 into your diaries today!
Click on theposter to submit your proposal.

Reconocimiento de Créditos : an update
I am very sorry to inform you that our attempts to achieve
teacher credits (reconocimiento de créditos) for the 2021
online convention were not successful. This was a new
format for us, but also for the ministry, and despite our
best efforts to navigate the process it was, regrettably,
not possible to meet the necessary requirements.
I apologise to members who applied for this and realise it
must come as a great disappointment. Given the
problems we experienced – and in particular the onerous
tasks involved for participants – we have decided not to
apply for "reconocimiento de créditos" for the 2022
online convention but wait until the next face-to-face
event before offering the option, with the hope that when
we return to this format, we can be confident of obtaining
a successful outcome.
Daniel Brint
Internal Liaison Officer

Remember the deadline for proposals is October 15!
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TESOL-SPAIN 45th Annual Convention
Grants for Speakers
Hello, my name is Alix and I’m on the Board of TESOL-SPAIN and I would like to remind you that we have two
grants on offer for the Convention next March, if you are thinking about putting a proposal in and you’re a first
time speaker, then you can apply for the First Time Speaker's grant or are you thinking about putting a
proposal in on a subject related to primary or secondary education here in Spain ? Then we have the Robin de
Andres grant, just waiting for you to apply!
GRANT 1: FIRST-TIME SPEAKER GRANT
Awarded to a speaker presenting at a TESOL-SPAIN convention for the first time. Click here for information
GRANT 2: ROBIN DE ANDRÉS GRANT
Awarded to a speaker presenting on a theme related to primary or secondary education in Spain. Click here for
information
Dirk Lagerwaard, past winner of the Robin de Andrés grant, answers some questions about TESOL-SPAIN and
his teaching experiences in Spain.
How did you get to know about TESOL-SPAIN?
The moment I started teaching English, I realized I had found my
true vocation. In order to improve as a teacher, I started looking
online for conferences in Spain. That is where I found out about the
TESOL-SPAIN annual conference. I immediately enrolled myself and
absolutely enjoyed the conference in 2017, in Elche. The people I
met and shared teaching experiences with at that conference, such
as Kieran Donaghy and Ceri Jones, encouraged me to start carrying
out a PhD on English Language Teaching.
That is great! What is your research about?
In the research I conducted, I analyzed the implementation and
effects of an agency-based communicative pedagogical approach in
the secondary language classroom. Thanks to this qualitative research, I came to understand how we can
develop the secondary learners’ capacity to express themselves through their agency. That is, how we can
enable them as teachers to consciously make their own emotionally influenced decision regarding how to
express themselves in the English language.
That sounds familiar! Didn’t you win the Robin Andrés grant with your investigation?
Yes! After my first conference in Elche, I discovered that you could win a grant with a speaker proposal. For the
conference in Madrid, in 2018, I decided to send my abstract. The main reason for me to do this was because I
could not wait to share with other teachers what I had learned thus far with my investigation. It was an
unforgettable conference, my trip, accommodation, and TESOL membership were all taken care of. Apart from
that, many teachers explained they had enjoyed the talk as well.
After winning the Robin Andrés Grant, how has your professional career changed?
In February this year I defended my doctoral investigation with success; I now hold a summa cum laude doctoral
degree in Translation and Language Sciences from Pompeu Fabra University, Spain. I started working as an
associate professor in the MA program on Teacher Training for Secondary Education and Baccalaureate,
Professional Training and Language Learning at the Blanquerna – Ramon Llull University in Barcelona, Spain. I
also still teach English at a secondary school in Barcelona, as teaching teenagers is what I enjoy the most.

Find out more about the grants on our website.
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TESOL-SPAIN 45th Annual Convention
More Stories from Grant Winners
Daniela Avello, First Time Speaker grant-winner 2019

I will never forget the amazing experience I had in Oviedo at the TESOL-SPAIN convention 2019, since it was
one of those events that split my life into a before and after. I had previously obtained a scholarship to study
a Master’s program in Applied Linguistics in Barcelona from 2016 to 2017, and when I had to go back to
Chile I thought I would never have the opportunity to return to Spain.
Back in Chile, I started to work as a school teacher again, which is my passion and vocation, and I was also
hired to instruct some courses at a university. I have always loved learning about education and EFL
teaching, but, at that moment, I had so much work to do (normal for a teacher in Chile) that I had to leave
that side of me on standby. In addition, the opportunities to share my thesis on CLIL were limited and my
motivation to learn more on the area started to fade.
When I saw the call for papers for the TESOL-SPAIN convention and read the names of the keynote
speakers, I got really excited but I knew that I was too far away from Spain and I did not have enough money
to pay for a trip. However, when I learned about the possibility of getting a grant, I did not hesitate to write
my abstract and send my application. Some months later, I was thrilled to hear the wonderful news: I had
been selected!
Once in Oviedo, I enjoyed every second of this unforgettable learning experience as a speaker and EFL
teacher. Not to mention that I felt really welcomed and supported by the TESOL-SPAIN board members and
I had the chance to share with teachers from all over Spain. As I mentioned earlier, I do love teaching but
this important event in my life made me realize that I also love learning and helping bridge the gap between
research and practice (classroom).
So here I am, studying at the University of Barcelona again since I got a scholarship to study a PhD program
and fulfil one of my dreams. The process has not been easy, especially because of the pandemic and the
fact that I am away from my family, but I am very happy and grateful for all the learning opportunities I have
been given.

Ryan Gornall, Robin de Andrés grant-winner 2019
I was awarded the Robin de Andrés grant when the Annual Conference came to my home town, Oviedo, in
2019. I spoke about using theatre in the ELT classroom and my experiences of using theatre with Primary
students. It was my first real contact with TESOL-SPAIN and also my first time presenting at a Professional
Development event. Since then I've gone on to give several more presentations for GEG Spain and WeVideo,
teaching teachers how to use videos and green screen in the classroom.
The year after that conference I was also invited to join the TESOL-SPAIN board at the Annual General
Meeting in Salamanca. Unfortunately, since then we haven't been able to see each other at a face-to-face
conference, but I was able to help out with the organisation of our Online Conference in 2021. Although
2022's conference will take place again online, I'm really looking forward to helping with the organisation
and hopefully helping to organise a face-to-face conference again for 2023.

María Lanza, First Time Speaker grant-winner 2021
Attending the convention thanks to the grant from TESOL-SPAIN was a rewarding experience, both
personally and professionally. The Breaking Barriers convention gave me a different perspective on what
teaching implies, not only for English but Spanish too. It also offered me a wide range of ideas and
knowledge, which surprised me in a very positive way, and that I have been applying to my translation
studies. But I would also highlight the opportunity I was given to meet professionals from my field of studies
and share ideas with them and enjoy the lively atmosphere of the Convention.

Find out more about the grants on our website.
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WORD SPOT by Dr Daniel Brint

Innovation
As innovation is generally seen as a good thing, bringing with it better living conditions, opportunities and
greater comfort, most of the language surrounding it is predictably positive. Movement metaphors are
common – going forward, breaking new ground or forging ahead, as are images of being at the most developed
point – at the forefront, cutting edge or vanguard. The latter has a military origin (the leading units of an army)
and the former also relates to weaponry – a knife or sword. The expression leading edge is a later version of
cutting edge. More recently, the expression has found a witty variation in the term bleeding edge, used to
describe expensive research and development which is probably not going to become profitable in the
foreseeable future, such as robotics. As bleeding can mean losing money (he bled me dry) there’s a nice play on
the idea of cutting and blood. It’s also a timely reminder that progress is not always welcomed – new-fangled or
gimmicky have negative connotations and words like gizmo and gadget are mildly pejorative, and if something
has bells and whistles it might look very new, but is really more show than substance.
However, the words we use to describe how people innovate usually express an appreciation of the special
skills required to make things new – thinking outside the box, blue-sky thinking. Several expressions also
recognize that innovation often meets with resistance – the recent term disruptors for businesses that
challenge the status quo (Uber, or Dollar-Shave Club) is mainly complimentary as we know that new ideas often
meet resistance.

The cynics among us will doubtless quote adages such as the more things change, the more they stay the same, if
it ain’t broke don’t fix it and there’s nothing new under the sun. But when I find an image in seconds for a class
(rather than wading through a cupboard of saved magazines), locate a relevant video or song in flash, or, of
course, reflect on what lockdown would have been without the mod-cons developed in recent years, I would, on
balance, say innovation is, indeed, a good thing. Whether you are of the same mind or not, I hope you enjoy
our webinar and meet-up sessions this month and will come along and share your own experiences and
feelings about this topic.
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THE GREEN CORNER
ELT Sustainable’s Language Teaching for the Planet course
Autumn is a wonderful time to be a teacher. Although the leaves might be starting to turn, there’s plenty of
new growth in ELT. At ELT Sustainable, that means putting the finishing touches to their exciting new website
and platform, ready for the start of the next Language Teaching for the Planet course in November.
The course was designed by teacher and trainer Owain Llewellyn. A passionate educator and climate
activist, Llewellyn spent years creating and collating lessons with a focus on sustainability and environmental
issues. When his language school shifted to a new teaching programme, where students booked individual
lessons on topics of their choice, Llewellyn faced a problem many teachers are familiar with: how to find space
and time in the syllabus to bring in sustainability and green topics.
“This, along with feelings of lacking confidence about exactly how to raise these issues, is often the reason
teachers aren’t talking about sustainability in their classes,” says Llewellyn. “Language Teaching for the Planet
helps teachers explore ways of integrating sustainability into their day-to-day teaching and explore it with their
students.”
For lead course tutor Ben Crompton, who joined ELT Sustainable after taking the course in 2020, one of the
core strengths of the course is the role and experience of participants. “It was an incredibly humbling
experience. We had teachers from all over the world sharing their experiences and discussing environmental
issues unique to their corners of the world. You very quickly began to feel part of a network of teachers doing
their bit to give students a voice in green issues.”
Community is a strong motif in the Green ELT movement and is a central aspect of Language Teaching for the
Planet. Llewellyn, whose Master's research involves distance and online education, aspires for the course to
become a Community of Inquiry. This learning framework allows for the outcome of the course to be shaped
by its participants, their experiences, and their individual needs as educators and environmentalists.
The course, which lasts for approximately two weeks, runs asynchronously across three units of study:
Unit 1: Forming the online community and exploring green issues in your area.
Unit 2: How to successfully integrate sustainability into your teaching.
Unit 3: Designing a lesson or activity with a sustainable focus, with feedback from your tutor and fellow
participants.
For more information and to sign up for the next Language Teaching for the Planet course, go to
https://courses.eltsustainable.org/. The next course starts on November 14.
About ELT Sustainable
ELT Sustainable was founded in 2012 by Owain Llewellyn, and is dedicated to giving teachers the tools they
need to engage and empower language learners in the global dialogue on sustainability. They offer the
ground-breaking Language Teaching for the Planet course for teachers, tutored by Ben Crompton.
Contact
www.eltsustainable.org
Instagram: @sustainableenglish
Twitter: @eltsustainable
owain@eltsustainable.org
ben.teach@outlook.com
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THE GREEN CORNER
Towards a Paperless CELTA
by Gerard McLoughlin
Before the pandemic, the teacher training courses I worked on were
very much paper-based and not very environmentally-friendly. A typical
CELTA course involves a portfolio for each trainee with lesson plans,
materials, assignments, and an official document from Cambridge to
record the trainees' work and progress on the course. I dread to think
of how many pieces of paper we used. As a department we did
experiment with making the courses paperless, which worked to some
extent. The main stumbling block for teacher trainers was the i
ntermittent Wi-Fi access in the school I worked in at the time. This was
frustrating and added time to preparation and marking.

Gerard McLoughlin is
President of TESOL-SPAIN and
is currently working at the
Escola de Idiomes Moderns
at the Universitat de Barcelona.

During the pandemic, we moved from face-to-face courses to videoconference ones. This clearly meant that
not only portfolios were online but also the teaching materials for classes were also presented using Jamboard
(a Googles Suite feature) and teaching practice students were asked to take a screenshot or photo on their
phones of any materials. This made much more sense and I felt better as an environmentally-aware person.
My current CELTA course is face-to-face again and it seemed obvious and the right thing to move the course to
a paperless one. Especially as my current workplace has very good Wi-Fi connection in all the classrooms. Each
candidate has an online portfolio to record all their documentation in a shared G Drive. The tutors don’t need
to print out anything and we can record our comments straight away onto the version online. We also
discussed with the trainees and the teaching practice students how to reduce the number of handouts we use
in the lessons as the teaching practice students don’t have physical copies of the course materials. The
consensus was that the only time they would need a photocopy was with a reading text. The rest of the time
we project the tasks, and the students take a photo on their phones or tablets.
I now feel we are making progress and helping reduce the amount of paper we use. The discussion with
trainees and students also raised their own awareness of such an important issue. They were all very much in
favour of the proposed changes to reducing paper in the classroom. I strongly encourage other teacher
trainers and teachers to start thinking about how many handouts you really need.
For more eco-news in ELT, check out the latest blog post over on the ELT Footprint website for
launching the new #ELTCanDoEco campaign and find out how you can join in!

Contribute to the Green Corner!
If you have a green story or project you'd
like to share with our members, please get
in touch with us at
tesolspainpublications@gmail.com.
You can send a photo, a text, an audio file or
a short video. Your actions can help and
inspire others to spread the word!
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Other Upcoming Events
Click on the posters to find out more.

Call for Papers
Deadline for proposals October 31.
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Welcoming our new Joint Area
Coordinator for Extremadura
Laura Fielden Burns
I originally hail from the United States, and have lived
happily in gorgeous, green Extremadura since about
2009. I studied philology, history and literature to land
in applied linguistics, in particular, in working with
future teachers of English. Currently I teach at the
Teacher Training College for the University of
Extremadura in the bilingual undergraduate primary
education degree programme, the only one of its kind
in the region. My research interests include metaphor
and technology in language teaching, among others.
I'm excited to be working with coordination in TESOL
and looking forward to exploring new directions for its
work, in particular in the area of teacher training.

Photo from wikimedia shared by Ángel M. Felicísimo from Mérida, España
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A big THANK YOU to all our sponsors in 2021
And a special thank you to those of you who have already pledged to
sponsor us in 2022: Anglia, Cambridge Assessment and Cambridge
University Press, Express Publishing (Gold sponsor), EIMUB, Macmillan,
Richmond (Silver Sponsors), Pearson (Platinum Sponsors), National
Geographic, Grupo SM/University of Dayton and Trinity.

Click here to find out how to sponsor
TESOL-SPAIN's 45th convention in 2022.
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La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ;tsantana44@gmail.com.
Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias
The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.
Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.
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