
Our theme for September is Back to School 
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This month's newsletter is brought to you in two parts - this is part 2! 
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Dear TESOL-SPAIN members,

We promised a second part to our September newsletter and here it is.
Part I was filled with articles from collaborators and members, and our
intention with Part II was to bring you up to date with our plans for the
new school year. 

The media team have put together a great introduction to our 2021/22
Webinar and Meet-Up programme, so there are lots of dates for your
diary; Maria Antonia has been hard at work gathering sponsors for our
March convention, and Karen and her Speakers Team are already sifting
through sack-loads of Speaker Proposals…maybe I’m letting my
imagination run away with me a little here, but the deadline for receipt of
proposals is drawing near, so don’t miss it and get your ideas to us
before midnight on the 15th October.

So there are lots of exciting things on the curriculum for TESOL-SPAIN’s
new year, but you’ll also find information about other Teaching
Associations and their activities. Keep reading because September Part II
also has a fresh new section, entitled The Green Corner, already
blooming with colour and ideas, and no month would be the same
without Daniel’s musings on words and their power to move us.

Enjoy what’s left of the month and we hope to see you in our first Meet-
Ups of the year.
Take care!
The TESOL-SPAIN Media Team 
contact us at: tesolspainpublications@gmail.com

mailto:tesolspainpublications@gmail.com


Towards the end of the last academic year, you may remember that we conducted a short survey among our
Newsletter readers and members, asking about the professional development areas and themes you are
most interested in. We started feeding some of the results into our Meet-ups and Webinars in the summer
term. Our themes for April, May and June were: communication, community and context. 

This term we are focusing on some new themes. In September our theme has been Back to School,  in
October we are going to be focusing on Digital Tools, and in November and December we are going to focus
on the productive skills of Speaking and Writing. 

These themes will run as strands through articles and stories in the newsletter, discussions and conversations
in the Meet-ups and, of course, engagement and inspiration in our webinars.  Each month we will issue a call-
out for your contributions to each theme, in whatever way works for you: a story, an article, a proposal for a
webinar. We are open to all suggestions! 

MEET-UPS FOR SEPTEMBER 
To kick-off our programme for the Autumn Term we're holding our first Meet-ups for this academic year on 
Tuesday September 28 at 12pm and Thursday September 30 at 5pm.  Please click on the posters below
to access the Meet-ups.  Our theme for the Meet-ups is Back to School, and it'd be great if you could come
along with first day/week tips or activities to share!  

CALLOUT FOR OCTOBER 
Drop us a line and let us know which is your favourite / go-to / most recently discovered tech tool that
you use in your classes.  You can write to us at  tesolspainpublications@gmail.com or leave a comment on our
Facebook page. 

WEBINARS 
Our webinar programme will kick off with a webinar from our very own Emily Adrianova on Saturday
October 16. Emily will be exploring how we can use digital tools to engage students in collaborative
writing tasks. We'll be sharing more details of our webinar programme in the October newsletter with
webinars from Fiona Mauchline and Ryan Gornall.  Watch this space!

TESOL-SPAIN Professional Development
- Plans for the Autumn     

Theme-based CPD for the Autumn 

2

mailto:tesolspainpublications@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/711866612883124
http://www.bitly/TESOLSpainMeetUpSep30
http://www.bitly/TESOLSpainMeetUpSep28


TESOL-SPAIN 45th Annual Convention 
 Call for papers     

Since COVID struck we’ve had to learn to change our
mindsets in order to cope, but perhaps we’ve also
learned to change in order to thrive. Everyone has
reacted to the pressures of working in a pandemic in
different ways – and maybe we are becoming more
aware of just how diverse we are – as teachers, as
students, as writers, as people. TESOL-SPAIN would
like to celebrate what we’ve learned, how we’ve
changed and how enriching diversity can be.

Looking back over the last decade of TESOL-SPAIN
Annual Conventions, we’ve zigzagged across the country,
from Madrid to Bilbao and Seville and back to Madrid,
from Salamanca to Vitoria-Gasteiz, Elche, Madrid, Oviedo
and back to Salamanca. In 2021 we held our first Online
Convention, and we have taken the decision to stay
online for ’22. There are many reasons behind our
decision, not least because of the extremely positive
feedback we got from participants, speakers, sponsors
and everyone working behind the scenes. There will be
changes based on our experiences back in March,
including the calendar (1 weekend, not 2), timetabling
(sessions will be 45 minutes long) and more interactive
features on Whova, such as Roundtables. We will
endeavour to offer the same range of high quality
sessions that TESOL-SPAIN conventions are known for,
plus the Community Board, Platinum, Gold and Silver
sponsors, Speaker Grants (First-Time Speaker and Robin
de Andrés grant for speakers presenting on a theme
relating to primary or secondary education) and we will
be applying for official recognition for state school
teachers in Spain. Once again we hope to welcome
speakers and participants from across the country and
around the world. 

We are very happy to confirm the three plenary speakers
for our 45th Annual Convention: Kath Bilsborough,
Gabriel Díaz-Maggioli and Vicky Saumell, and are
looking forward to reading through all the speaker
proposals that reach us by the deadline of October
15th.
 
Registration opens on November 1st – so keep an eye
on our website and pencil the weekend of March 4th to
6th 2022 into your diaries today!
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Click on the poster to submit your proposal.

http://www.tesol-spain.org/en/pages/59/grants.html
https://www.tesolspainonline2022.com/callforpapers


WORD SPOT by Dr Daniel Brint

New Starts 
   It’s that time of year again. Beginnings. Sometimes new, sometimes a continuation, but beginnings, either

way. Many expressions used when describing starting something are derived from sport: kick off / hit the
ground running / get off the ground / off to a flying start (the latter derived from sailing, not running, as often
supposed). Such expressions could well reflect the need for effort and energy but also our aims and goals
and are particularly common when referring to group activities, such as a business or school year. Other
expressions are derived from transport – set out / get the show on the road / get going, a beginning as
something which implies a point of arrival. Journey metaphors provide more space for reflection and hope
about where we are going as we begin – if you want to go fast, go alone, if you want to go far, go with others (I
love that one) and – every journey begins with a single step (to which I’m afraid my response is, duh?)

Beginnings often bring a sense of potential and the opportunity to avoid mistakes made in the past – to
start with a clean slate/ to turn over a new leaf, start afresh, for example. The slate is a nice archaic nod to the 
use of small blackboards in schools in the 19th century and evidence of the persistence of some idioms
and metaphors long after their literal meaning has disappeared from use. It’s also a reminder of how lucky
we are to have computers. 

An abundance of common collocations give nuance to the kind of commencement we have in mind – from
fresh, bright, auspicious, new - to slow, false, sluggish and poor. For teachers, the beginning of a term, and
even more so the beginning of a new year is a time for mixed feelings. Most of us will look forward to the
challenges ahead but are keenly aware of the commitment and effort involved. The poet TS Eliot once
wrote ‘In my beginning is my end…/In my end is my beginning.’ As a teacher, my response to that is twofold.
Firstly, perhaps this is a wise and profound comment on the nature of life and learning, and, secondly,
make up your mind man – and just get the show on the road. I hope you have – or are having - a good
start to the new year.
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Everybody needs to eat.
The food we eat should be produced locally.
The way in which food is cultivated and produced affects us in three ways.

We are launching a new section in our monthly newsletter - The Green Corner - where we want to celebrate
projects that address and promote environmental issues inside and outside the classroom. If you have a story
to share, we'd love to hear it!  Please get in touch with us at tesolspainpublications@gmail.com so that we can
share your story with the TESOL-SPAIN teaching community. 

There are so many ways that students, teachers and schools can work to be part of a growing movement to
make space for the environment - and the challenges facing our planet in the current climate crisis - in our
classes, in our materials, in our curriculum and in our communities.  Here is our first story, from Katherine
Bilsborough, long-time member of TESOL-SPAIN and one of our plenary speakers at next year's convention. 

The Project
What do you do if you live in rural Spain, you produce your own organic food, you are passionate about
protecting the environment and you have surplus? What do you do if you live in this same rural area, you want
to eat healthily, but you don’t have a garden? Easy! You get together with like-minded people, you form a group
and create a food supply model which is local, sustainable, fair and respectful, like the one in Las Merindades,
Burgos, Alimenta Merindades. 

The group started small but today has more than a hundred members. This number might not seem
impressive to those living in large towns and cities but some villages in this part of Spain have fewer than ten
residents, so the number is quite an achievement.

The principles 
The group is based on a few simple principles:

1. We want to eat fresh, healthy, food with no chemicals.
2. We want to use farming and production methods which respect the environment. We want to keep the air,
water and land around us in good condition for future generations.
3. This is a way of life for many families which we need to support and protect. 

The produce
Produce includes ecological fruit including the famous 
Valdivielso cherries, stone-ground flour, cold-pressed 
sunflower oil, local varieties of potatoes, legumes and 
pulses, walnuts, free-range eggs, a large variety of 
seasonal vegetables and local honey. 

Local residents can buy products weekly online and 
collect their purchase each Thursday from a pick-up 
point in Medina de Pomar.

Please feel free to share Kath's story with your students to start a discussion about local produce
in your students' context and to explore the principles of sustainable eating.
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Introducing the GREEN CORNER   
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Free Materials
Exclusive Interviews
Top Tips

The much anticipated second series of Renewable English is just around the corner. Founded by teacher,
teacher trainer and environmental campaigner, Harry Waters, Renewable English looks to give students a
new outlook on the climate crisis and other social justice issues completely free of charge. Catch up with
Series One on their website. If you are looking to improve yours and your students’ eco-literacy, Renewable
English is a fun and unique way of getting live, relevant, up-to-date classes, on a weekly basis.

Series Two is going to take a closer look at the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals. The
course will be looking, in detail, at each goal and sharing plenty of ideas and materials to bring the
increasingly important SDG’s to life in your classroom. Much like Series One, there will be plenty on offer
throughout each week including:

“When we walk into the classroom as teachers, we’re not experts in everything we teach, the environment is
no different,” says Harry Waters Founder and Lead Content Creator of Renewable English. “Our mission is
simple, we want to give as many students and teachers the tools to help make the world a better place to
live.”

Renewable English have created a direct-to-student approach which can be easily adapted and used by
teachers for in-class activities. Their desire to provide timely and free education to students across the globe
is one driven by their experience working with Pearson and the BBC on their award-winning live classes
project. Their aim is to bring students together from across the globe for one common goal. The urgency of
the climate crisis is something that is being felt the world over and they hope to unite people, through their
lessons, to take genuine steps to improve the planet we live on.

In the three years since the “Strike for Climate” and “Fridays for Future” movements started we have seen a
huge awakening amongst young people the world over. People want to learn more about environmental and
social justice issues. The growing movement with ELT and education on the whole, is leading as an issue
which must not be ignored. 

“It’s been a long time coming, but the sustainability movement in education has arrived and I know for sure
that it’s here to stay” says Waters.

About Renewable English
Renewable English was founded in 2020 by Harry Waters, with the aim to help raise climate change awareness
amongst teachers and students. The company provides world-class live lessons, expertly crafted materials, in
house workshops - all personalised and tailored-made for each individual class, school or academy. Find out
more at: http://www.renewableenglish.com/

Contact 
Email: harry@renewableenglish.com
Instagram:@renewableenglish
WhatsApp/Tel: (+34) 673 50 60 47
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THE GREEN CORNER 
Renewable English Series 2 

“Beyond the SDGs”  

https://renewableenglish.com/home
https://www.linkedin.com/in/harry-waters-5750ab139/
https://www.facebook.com/renewableenglish
http://www.renewableenglish.com/
mailto:harry@renewableenglish.com
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Upcoming Events   
Don't miss out on these two exciting online events. The first is this week on Saturday September 25! 

Click on the posters to find out more. 

https://www.britishcouncil.es/en/events/teaching-success-2021
https://www.angliaexams.com/congress
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Upcoming Events   

Call for Papers   
Interested in presenting? Click on the poster to find out more. 

And a great opportunity for in-person  CPD in Valladolid in October. Click on the poster to find out more. 

https://www.eim.ub.edu/eltria/en/proposal/
https://cieb.es/


A big THANK YOU  to our sponsors in 2021 -
and to all of you who have already

committed to sponsoring us in 2022 

Click here to find out how to sponsor 
TESOL-SPAIN's  45th convention in 2022. 9

https://www.tesolspainonline2022.com/sponsors


La información contenida en este mensaje y/o archivo(s) adjunto(s), enviada desde TESOL - SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), es confidencial/privilegiada y está destinada a ser
leída sólo por la(s) persona(s) a la(s) que va dirigida. Le recordamos que sus datos han sido incorporados
en el sistema de tratamiento de TESOL - SPAIN (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)  y
que siempre y cuando se cumplan los requisitos exigidos por la normativa, usted podrá ejercer sus
derechos de acceso, rectificación, limitación de tratamiento, supresión, portabilidad y
oposición/revocación, en los términos que establece la normativa vigente en materia de protección de
datos, dirigiendo su petición a Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4 Nº13, 41018,
Sevilla  o bien a través de correo electrónico: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ;tsantana44@gmail.com.

Si usted lee este mensaje y no es el destinatario señalado, el empleado o el agente responsable de
entregar el mensaje al destinatario, o ha recibido esta comunicación por error, le informamos que está
totalmente prohibida, y puede ser ilegal, cualquier divulgación, distribución o reproducción de esta
comunicación, y le rogamos que nos lo notifique inmediatamente y nos devuelva el mensaje original a
la dirección arriba mencionada. Gracias

The contents of this message, as well as the contents of any attachments sent by TESOL-SPAIN
(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages), are addressed exclusively to the addressee(s) and
may contain privileged or confidential information. We hereby inform you that the personal data
contained in this document, including any contact information, is protected in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (2016/679) and other current legislation regarding the protection of
personal data. We remind you that TESOL-SPAIN (teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
will process the data in order to manage the relationship you have with us. The data will be retained
while the purpose for which it was collected is maintained. You can request access to your personal data
at any time. You also have the right to request the correction, cancellation, copying or deletion of your
personal data; for this you must contact Avenida Ramón y Cajal S/N Edificio Viapol Portal A, Planta 4
Nº13, 41018 Sevilla, or by email to: tesolspainpresident@gmail.com ; tsantana44@gmail.com.

Access to this information by persons other than those designated is not authorised. If you are not the
indicated recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, disclosure and/or copying of the contents of the
message without authorisation is prohibited under current legislation. If you have received this message
in error, please inform the sender immediately by email, copy the original message to the email address
mentioned above and proceed to delete the mail received.

ISSN 2255- 0356 
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