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English File has been my teaching companion ever since the first editions appeared in 1996-

97. I have been loyal to it through all its editions, and must say it has never disappointed me. 

The fifth edition looks quite updated and modern without losing the style that identifies it. 

New and engaging sections have been added to help learners connect English to their lives 

in a natural way.  

Components 

If you are new to English File, and looking for engaging methods to keep students interested 

and motivated, check what this fifth edition has to offer. It includes the Student Book and 

Workbook in one volume with or without a key plus a Digital Pack that offers an “E-book,” 

“Student Resources,” and “Skills Confidence.” 

Teacher’s materials include a Teacher’s Guide with “Teacher’s Resources” and a Teacher’s 

Digital Pack with the “Teacher’s Guide PDF,” “Classroom Presentation Tool” (Student Book 

and Workbook), “Skills Confidence,” and teacher’s resources: audio, video, and tests. 

Your students will learn and enjoy the process with every file! They engage with authentic 

and contemporary topics, dynamic videos which focus on skills development plus grammar, 

vocabulary and pronunciation.  

Student Book and Workbook organization 

The new edition combines the Student Book and Workbook in 309 pages, organized around 

12 units with the traditional A-C sections for each unit. The same A-C sections of the 

Workbook come in black and white immediately after each Student Book unit.  

In addition to the 12 units, the Student Book includes an exceptional range of useful 

sections: “Practical English,” “Can you Remember..?,” “Revise and Check,” and “Exam Skills” 
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sections every two units. “Practical English” presents a brand new video drama story, 

“Pictures of You,” that follows the lives of two characters in London. Vocabulary, practical 

and social English are part of each chapter. “Can you Remember..?” and  “Revise and Check” 

include extra grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation practise from each unit. “Exam Skills,” 

a brand new section, brings learners practice tasks typically found in official exams. 

The first section is “Commmunication,” pair-work activities to improve speaking skills. 

Activities for Student A start on page 200, and on page 205 for Student B. The activities 

spark conversation engaging learners in real-life interactions. 

The “Writing Bank” devotes one full page for each of the 12 Student Book units. The tasks 

vary from the traditional form-filling, letters/e-mails to social media, and forum posts which I 

find very useful in today’s tech world. 

“Listening” bank includes transcripts for every unit as in older editions. Transcripts are very 

useful because they can help learners with pronunciation or even be turned into reading 

comprehension activities. 

The “Grammar Bank” comprises 12 units, and follows the A-C organization of the Student 

Book. The grammar points are summarized in charts accompanied by short rules and 

examples on the even-numbered pages. Key words are written in bold to make them easy to 

identify. 

The practice, on the odd-numbered pages, includes a variety of exercises: completing with a 

short phrase or word, rewriting a sentence, multiple matching, correcting mistakes, circling 

an option or reporting information from a chart. Most of the exercises include the first 

sentence as an example with the answers in a different color.  

The “Vocabulary Bank” will enable learners to enlarge their vocabulary on everyday topics 

The words and phrases are presented through a variety of exercises with pictures, drawings 

or lists. They include listen and check exercises, activation activities, and reference to the 

unit where the term was introduced  

A list of irregular verbs suitable to A1-A2 levels is available together with “Vowel and 

Consonant Sounds,” simple, basic, phonetics guides with examples of every vowel or 

consonant sound, the usual spelling for each sound and exceptions. I find guides like these 

very useful to help learners deal with phonetics and spelling from the start. 

The “Mediation Bank” is a completely new resource section for units 7 to 12 from the 

Student Book. It offers written and spoken mediation strategies as well as useful phrases. to 

help learners with paraphrasing, identifying key information, linking ideas or focusing on key 

information. Exercises include reading a short text and then paraphrasing, matching or 

completing. Every unit ends with a hands-on task to assess the strategy. 

The last two sections of the Student Book are the “Vocabulary Files,” one for each unit, and 

the Workbook “Answer Key and Listening.” 
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The Digital Pack 

The Digital Pack adds value to the series. As with previous editions, teachers and learners 

alike can enjoy the advantages of this flexible format. Access to the digital course materials is 

open for 18 months by scanning the QR or activating the code provided on the inside front 

cover. The Digital Pack enables users to navigate the book through all the sections, listen to 

examples to improve listening and pronunciation skills, watch videos on demand, bookmark 

pages, draw, and take notes. Checking, displaying or deleting answers are features that, 

unfortunately, have not been included in the tool bar as they were in previous editions. 

However, , it is possible to check, delete or see correct answers after completing each 

exercise. 

In the “Mediation Bank,” font size, background color and spacing of texts and charts can be 

easily adapted to cater for the user’s needs. 

Final considerations 

English File, fifth edition, contains dynamic, real-world themes, and engaging topics that 

help learners develop communication skills, and foster a deep connection to the language. 

This edition keeps many of the traditional topics which are suitable for levels A1-A2.  

Although the material has been updated, and authentic texts have been included, some 

texts from earlier editions remain, for example, the traditional story in Unit 6. I have been 

teaching it for years, and expected something new. 

Whether or not you are new to English File, it is clearly the result of pedagogical research, 

excellent methodology, and the work of experienced teachers who respond to the needs of 

modern language learners. The fifth edition makes teaching and learning a more enjoyable, 

inspiring, and engaging journey. 

 

Reviewed by 

Lic. Paola Dell’Acqua 

TESOL/TEFL teacher 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/paola-dell-acqua-6743b073 

Universidad de Burgos 
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What do teenagers look for when they want to have fun? Interaction.  Teenagers nowadays 

are used to interacting and creating their own paths. Am@zed Readers has made that one of 

their main goals. 

Am@zed Readers present books in which learners choose the next step of the story. After 

finishing a chapter, the reader can choose where to go next from either one or two options. 

Learners have the power, and so they can feel important and, more importantly, not left out, 

but part of the story. 

George Drivas presents the adventures of Sheena, her brother Paul, and their friends, Elisa 

and Jonathan. Each book is centered on one of those characters, and always surrounded by 

the rest of the group in new adventures. 

All the stories not only share their characters, but also the adventures and mysteries ahead of 

them. Nevertheless, there is more: Am@zed Readers show the value of friendship, and the 

liaisons you make when you are still a teenager. 

How to choose an Am@zed Reader for your students? They are classified by levels and color: 

green (A1/A2); orange (A2/B1), and blue (B1/B2). The fact of the matter is that as students get 
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used to Am@zed, the four characters and their adventures, reading will become increasingly 

easier and attractive.  

Each reader is divided into three “mini-books” which follow the development of the 

characters. In Visions!, the four teenagers are followed by mystery. In Missing!¸ the four 

friends try to resolve a mystery their final year of high school. In Innocent!, Paul starts 

university. 

”Mini-books” are divided into nine chapters which follow the same structure: reading section, 

think and answer questions, and fact feed. Having a clear structure makes the reader aware 

of what to expect next. For a language learner, reading can become a hard task, and 

sometimes scary, so that structure helps ease all those feelings. In addition, the Audio files, 

Key and Glossary are available from the publisher, and will help readers advance with their 

work without the need of having a teacher with them all the time. 

Am@zed Readers can be summed up as a great story line full of values, but also as a great 

learning tool for teenagers which is both engaging and entertaining. Having the ability to read 

by themselves will spark their confidence in learning a second language, and will build a great 

language foundation. 

 

Reviewed by 

Cristina de Vega 

Teacher 

CEIP Clemente Fernández de la Devesa 

Medina del Campo 

Valladolid  

 

 

 

 

 


