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A Pronunciation & Phonetics Teacher Trainer Course

For Teachers of English and Language Professionals

11th October 2025
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BOOSTER COURSE

By Mark Hancock & Stella Palavecino

Overview & Outcomes

This six-week course offers a comprehensive foundation in phonology and pronunciation
for teachers of English and language professionals.

Participants will join weekly live Zoom sessions led by Mark Hancock and Stella Palavecino.
All sessions will be recorded and uploaded to a virtual campus for flexible access.

A key feature of this course is its flexibility: participants can tailor the experience

to suit their individual goals and needs.



What You Will Gain

Throughout this course, you will:

(4 . .

Enhance your own pronunciation

Receive personalized weekly feedback in one-on-one sessions to help you refine your pronunciation
skills.

Apply theory to practice
Complete engaging, practical assignments that put new knowledge into action.

Explore pronunciation pedagogy
Delve into the teaching of phonetics and pronunciation, including:

® Lesson planning
e Creating your own pronunciation materials
® Integrating ICT tools and Al

® Boosting classroom strategies for all age groups and levels

By the end of the course, you will not only gain a deeper understanding of English pronunciation,

but also acquire a toolkit of practical, inclusive strategies to bring phonology alive in your classroom.

Teaching Approaches

e Pronunciation Booster VIl is a practical, hands-on course grounded in relevant pronunciation and phonology

theory.

e The course is participant-centred and collaborative, designed to build both knowledge and confidence in

teaching pronunciation.

e Tutors guide participants through interactive activities and tasks that support the application of course

content to real-world teaching contexts.
e Sessions are live and online, encouraging direct interaction, discussion, and reflection.
e A pronunciation community network will be developed through:

o Forums



o Teamwork on the virtual campus
o  Community walls for peer support and idea-sharing

e A wide range of multimedia resources will be used throughout the course, including:

@ Certification

All participants will receive an end-of-course certificate co-signed by the tutors.
This certificate includes a detailed breakdown of the course content covered, recognizing both

participation and achievement.

B Tutors

@ Both are highly experienced teacher trainers, voice coaches, and authors with international
recognition in the field of pronunciation and phonology.

% They have a strong background in developing practical materials and have worked extensively
with teachers worldwide in continuing professional development, especially in online and blended
learning formats.

ZiZ Mark Hancock, M.A. in TEFL

Pronunciation Expert | Teacher
Trainer | Author | ELT Innovator

Mark Hancock is a UK-based teacher,
trainer, and author specializing in
pronunciation and listening skills in
English language teaching. He holds an
M.A. in Teaching English from Aston
University.

Mark is known for his clear, engaging
approach to pronunciation instruction
and has authored several influential
books, including:

® Pronunciation Games (Cambridge University Press, 1995)
® English Pronunciation in Use — Intermediate (CUP, 2003)
® Authentic Listening in Practice (DELTA Publishing, 2014, with Annie McDonald)

® PronPack Series 1-4 (Hancock McDonald ELT, 2017)



® PronPack 5: Pronunciation of English for Spanish Speakers (2020)

® Mark Hancock’s 50 Tips for Teaching Pronunciation (Cambridge University Press, 2020)

He also co-manages two widely used online teacher resource platforms:

%/ pronpack.com
% hancockmcdonald.com (with Annie McDonald)

With a passion for accessible phonology and practical classroom techniques, Mark continues to lead
professional development workshops and courses for teachers around the world.

B Prof. Stella Palavecino, M.A. in TEFL

Pronunciation & Phonology Specialist | Teacher Trainer | Author | International Speaker

Stella Palavecino is a graduate teacher,
teacher trainer, materials designer, and writer
based in Buenos Aires, Argentina. A validated
specialist in Phonetics and Phonology, she
holds postgraduate degrees in Higher
Education, ICT, and Pedagogy.

She has published extensively and has
delivered presentations at numerous EFL/ESL
symposia on topics including:

® Phonology and pronunciation
pedagogy

e [CT tools applied to pronunciation
teaching

e Language laboratories

e Teacher education and phonetics
methodology

Her international recognition includes being
awarded the IATEFL PRONSIG Scholarship
(2020) and the TESOL Spain Grant (2023).

Stella currently lectures in Phonetics and
Phonology I & 11, as well as English Diction

Instituto Superior en Lenguas Vivas “Juan R.
Fernandez” and Universidad del Salvador.

She is the TESOL-SPAIN PRONSIG Coordinator, promoting collaboration and research in the field of
pronunciation among professionals across Spain and beyond.


http://pronpack.com
http://hancockmcdonald.com

She is also a founding member of B.A. English House, where she created a Fellowship in EFL Education for
university students from the UK.

As an international consultant, she has reviewed widely published teaching materials and actively promotes
continuing professional development through webinars, study groups, and academic events, in collaboration
with universities and teacher education institutions.

Stella is the creator of the EmoPron Stories approach and manages a dedicated teacher support hub for her
books, which include:

2 Thumkie | Thumkie in Spain | The Jawbreaker and the Sound Ticklers | The Polar Bears Pin | The Elves’
Magic Moves |Vowel Land |Heather and The Sound Cavern.

& Visit her official site: https://emopronstories.com.ar

77 Schedule

This Phonetics and Pronunciation course is divided into 6 modules, with each module requiring
approximately 5 hours of work per week. This includes:

e Attending the live webinar
e Reviewing course materials
e Participating in forum discussions

e Completing weekly tasks and assignments

7| Webinar / Online Session 1

Date: 11th October 2025

Contents
Core Topics

Overview of the asynchronous platform and how to navigate the virtual campus.
Explanation of optional work participants can do between sessions

Exploring English spelling and vowel system

Approaches to teaching vowel contrasts and spelling patterns.

Phonics — An approach to literacy-

Optional Asynchronous Activities
e Forum discussion on materials posted by Mark Hancock

o Weekly self-directed work on the virtual platform monitored by tutors


https://emopronstories.com.ar/

Personalization & Interaction

e Participants will create personal presentations to familiarize themselves with the asynchronous
platform

e Forum discussions based on visual prompts related to English spelling and vowels
e Sharing and exploring classroom materials collaboratively

e Option to schedule one-on-one appointments with an English tutor for personalized pronunciation
coaching

7 Webinar / Online Session 2

Date: 18th October 2025

Contents
Core Topics

Exploring English consonants and consonant clusters

Common mother tongue interference issues in English pronunciation
Introduction to the concept and use of Language Laboratories

Getting started with Audacity for sound perception and production analysis
Working with a virtual Language Lab for self-monitoring and self-correction

Optional Asynchronous Activities

Forum discussion on Mark's posted materials

Learning to use language lab tools

Setting up a personal virtual language laboratory

Creating and uploading a first podcast

Peer feedback sessions through the virtual campus

Optional one-on-one sessions with a tutor for pronunciation practice

] Webinar / Online Session 3

Date: 25th October 2025

Contents
Core Topics
e Moving beyond individual sounds: syllables, rhythm, and connected speech
e Developing pronunciation classroom materials: presentations, games, raps, and songs

e Introduction to silence-gapped audio: how to create and use it in a virtual Language Laboratory to



target specific pronunciation features

e Using ICT tools to enhance listening skills and support oral production

Asynchronous Work
e Forum discussion on pronunciation content shared during the live session
e Language Lab tasks: creating customized pronunciation materials
e Creating and uploading the first silence-gapped audio for peer and tutor feedback
e Measuring connected speech processes in participants' own speech

e Optional: Schedule one-on-one pronunciation support sessions with a tutor

] Webinar / Online Session 4

Date: 1st November 2025
Contents
Core Topics

Exploring patterns of stress, intonation, and tones

Working with authentic spoken English

Using PRAAT to identify and analyze intonation contours

Language Lab Work: Applying special effects to authentic audio, including:
o Slowing down tempo
o Amplifying pitch
o Adding repetition to boost comprehension

Asynchronous Work

Forum discussion on pronunciation content

Creating a hybrid audio for classroom use

Integrating a hybrid audio into the stages of a lesson plan

Optional: Book a personal session with a tutor to work on your own pronunciation

%] Webinar / Online Session 5

Date: 8th November 2025

Contents
Core Topics

e Pronunciation for listening: exploring "top-down" vs. "bottom-up" listening
e PRAAT and Ampitch work on falling and rising tones:

o PRAAT: enhancing oral perception

o Ampitch: enhancing oral production
e Introduction to Al tools in pronunciation teaching



e Using ICT tools to give feedback: who gives it, how, and when?
Asynchronous Work

e Forum discussion: classroom feedback techniques and collaboration
e Reflective tasks:
o How and when to give feedback after language lab practice
o Should students socialize podcasts and peer review them?
o What other stages in a lesson allow for oral production feedback?
e Optional: Schedule a personal appointment with a tutor to work on your own pronunciation

] Webinar / Online Session 6

Date: 15th November 2025

Contents
Core Topics
e Planning pronunciation lessons:
o Setting goals and priorities
o ldentifying learners’ needs
o Anticipating difficulties based on learners’ L1
e Giving feedback using ICT tools
Final Project Presentation
e Participants present in groups:
o Either their own pronunciation development
o Or a pronunciation-teaching lesson/project
e Final feedback delivered by the coaches
e Certificates awarded to all course participants

3 Bonus: Book Giveaway — Selected books used during the course will be given away to participants!

What digital tools are covered?

* Artificial Intelligence Tools applied to Pronunciation
* Praat

 Audacity used to set Language Labs

» Google Docs

* Ampitch

* Using a YouTube channel

» Google Slides

e ZOOM



%4 Requirements and Resources

e M Pgrticipants will need a computer, a headset with microphone, a stable internet
connection, and a Google Drive account.

I, While a tablet or phone can be used for much of the course, a PC is required to set up
the language laboratory and complete specific activities.
e == Participants will have full access to:
o Tutor-created PDFs and slide presentations

o Live session recordings

O

Selected articles, free online resources, and a pronunciation glossary
o A course mini-book
o Extensive resources in the Virtual Campus Library

e () Materials will remain available for one month after the course concludes.

At Buenos Aires English House, we are committed to delivering the highest standards in teacher
training. Our courses are designed to recreate the classroom experience—even in an online
setting—offering:

Expert tutor interaction
Ongoing support
Personalized feedback in each module

“@ For further information, feel free to contact us at:
baenglishhouse@gmail.com
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