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Plenary Sessions

“Integrating Professional Coaching into Pedagogical Practices”                         
Ms. Rachel Paling, Doctoral Fellow at the Coaching Laboratory, Case
Western Reserve University, Ohio, USA

“Culturally Responsive Pedagogies and Digital Trends”.                                       
Dr. Grazzia Maria Mendoza Chirinos, Former Board Member, TESOL
International and a Researcher at the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
School of Education, Ohio, USA.

“Enhance Your Students’ Language and Academic Learning through
Pre-Writing Strategies”

       Dr. Kate Mastruserio Reynolds, Professor of TESOL/Literacy at Central    
       University, Former Board of Directors’ Governance Committee Chair 
       Person, TESL International Association, USA       
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Date & 

Time
Session Presenter Name Session Title Rooom

4.00 PM Opening Session

President: Ms. Rana Khan

President Elect: Ms. Jinan Ghossainy

Membership Chair: Ms. Shannon Parks

Conference Chair: Ms. Oshin Danish           

Welcome Address Main Room

4.15 PM Plenary Session

Dr. Rachel Paling

Case Western Reserve University

Ohio USA 

Integrating Professional Coaching into 

Pedagogical Practices’
Main Room

Featured Session
Ms. Melis Akdoğan Gündoğdu,

TESOL Turkiye

From Thinking to Acting: Reflection

for Teacher Wellbeing 
Room 1

Featured Session
Dr. Younes Zhiri,

TESOL Morocco

Investigating Phonological Awareness in Moroccan 

EFL Teacher Education: Competence,

Perceptions, and Training Gaps

Room 2

Featured Session
Dr. Maria Zaheer,      

TESOL Conferences

Digital Literacy in the 21st Century:

Connecting the Dots
Room 3

Featured Session
Dr. Christine Coombe & Dr. Lana Hiasat                               

TESOL Conferences

Essential Elements of Future-Ready Language 

Classrooms 
Room 1

Featured Session
Ms. Aslı Yılmaz Ercan,                    

TESOL Turkiye

Empowering Educators through Technology, 

Wellbeing, and Collaboration in ELT
Room 2

Featured Session
Ms. Teresa Bestwick,

TESOL Spain
Soft skills for the Teen Classroom Room 3

6.00 PM Main Room

TEFL Kuwait Fall Cnference 2025

5.00 PM 

5.25 PM

Coffee Break



6.15 PM Plenary  Session
Dr. Kate Mastruserio Reynolds,       

Central Washington University, USA

Enhance Your Students’ Language and 

Academic Learning through                                  

Pre-Writing Strategies

Main Room

Featured SIG 

Session

Ms. Anar Hamdan Alruwaie,                      

NNEST SIG

Speaking Proficiency and Confidence          

Challenges among NNEST Teachers
Room 1

Featured SIG 

Session

Ms. Renata Legisi,                                     

REALL SIG

From Page to Stage: Enhancing Poetry             

Through Dramatic Expression
Room 2

Featured SIG 

Session

Dr. Abdul Khalique,                                 

Research in ELT SIG

The Future of Language Learning: How Generative 

AI and Use of technology Shape Language 

Learning Engagement

Room 3

Featured SIG 

Session

Prof. Hammoudi Abdelhak,              

Neurolinguistic SIG

Writing APA-Style EFL Research Papers: 

AI–Human Co-Construction of Knowledge
Room 1

Featured SIG 

Session

Dr. Kat Kinsella & Dr. Nicole Shammas,   

Language Learning with GenAI 

Shaping Human Agency in                                         

AI-Driven Higher Education
Room 2

Featured SIG 

Session

Ms. Dima Akel-Faroun,                                 

ESP SIG

Empowerment: HR from a                              

Different Language Lens
Room 3

8.00 PM Plenary Session
Dr. Grazzia Mendoza Chirinos         

University of Wisconsin - Madison, USA 

Culturally Responsive Pedagogies                       

and Digital Trends
Main Room

Featured Session
Dr Saeed A Saeed,                                       

TESOL Kurdistan 

A Comparative Analysis of Multiple Choice 

Questions: Chat GPT Generated Items vs Human-

developed Items

Room 1

Featured Session
Mr. Muhammad Shelby,                               

TESOL Conferences
L1 Grammar to Help L2 Arab learners Room 2

Featured Session
Ms. Yousra Ferchichi,                                  

TESOL Conferences

Engaging Gen Z and Gen Alpha Through            

Digital Storytelling & Active Learning
Room 3

7.00 PM

7.25 PM

8.45 PM



9.10 PM Main Room

4.15 PM  

Plenary 

Session     

Main Room

5.00 PM   

Featured 

Session                 

Room 1

Abstracts of Plenary and Featured Sessions

From Thinking to Acting: Reflection for Teacher Wellbeing,  Ms. Melis Akdoğan Gündoğdu, TESOL Turkiye:                                                                                                                                                       

Teacher wellbeing has become a central theme in contemporary ELT discussions, as it directly influences not only 

teachers’ professional effectiveness but also their personal fulfillment and classroom climate. As a multifaceted 

construct, wellbeing is deeply intertwined with the teacher’s capacity for reflection—a skill that fosters self-awareness, 

resilience, and growth. In this session, the connection between reflection and teacher wellbeing will be explored, 

emphasizing how reflective practice serves as both a professional and personal competency. Participants will be 

introduced to a practical reflection framework, DIGPA (Description, Interpretation, Generalization, Plan Action), and 

the experiential learning cycle, which together offer structured pathways for transforming experiences into meaningful 

action and sustained wellbeing.                                                                                                                                                                  

Email: melisakdogan@gmail.com

Integrating Professional Coaching into Pedagogical Practices,  Ms. Rachel Paling, Case Western Reserve 

University, Ohio USA:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Coaching in Education is becoming the norm, but how can teachers learn to adapt learning and utilise coaching 

conversations to enhance the process?  This talk will explore certain aspects of professional coaching (as seen from the 

perspective of the coaching core competences) as well as coaching models that can be incorporated into language 

learning not only to troubleshoot but also to enhance the learning as well as promote learner autonomy. By embodying 

a coaching mindset and tapping into how we can empower through coaching, pedagogy or the art and science of 

teaching can benefit from the integration of coaching in education. Exploring Boyatzis´ Intentional Change Theory will 

lead to the discussion of the Positive Emotional Attractor sate and the Negative emotional attractor state and how 

teachers can harness sustained learning through vision and coaching for compassion. Skilled coaching conversations 

promote learner autonomy and help learners to tap into their own potential for learning.                                                      

Email: rmp170@case.edu

Closing



5.00 PM   

Featured 

Session                 

Room 2

5.00 PM   

Featured 

Session                 

Room 3

Investigating Phonological Awareness in Moroccan EFL Teacher Education: Competence, Perceptions, and 

Training Gaps, Dr. Younes Zhiri, TESOL Morocco:                                                                                                 

This study explores the perceived significance and role of phonological awareness (PA) in EFL teacher education, 

focusing on pre-service teachers at the Centre Régional des Métiers de l’Éducation et de la Formation (CRMEF) in 

Morocco. It aimed to assess trainees’ PA proficiency, identify specific phonological challenges and trainees’ readiness 

towards PA instruction. Employing a quantitative, exploratory, and cross-sectional design, this study involved 62 pre-

service teachers from multiple CRMEF centers across Morocco. Data were collected using a validated 27-item PA test 

covering phonetic, phonemic, and suprasegmental domains, alongside a structured questionnaire assessing attitudes, 

confidence, and perceived importance of phonology in teaching. Analysis using SPSS and descriptive statistics 

revealed low to moderate PA levels, with relative strengths in phonemic awareness but significant difficulties in 

suprasegmental features. Although trainees had some exposure to phonetics during their university career, PA 

instruction at teacher training centers was limited. Despite recognizing phonology’s crucial role in teaching 

pronunciation and core language skills, trainees reported low confidence in applying PA concepts in practice. These 

findings underscore the need for more explicit, practical, and integrated PA instruction in Moroccan EFL teacher 

education to improve future teachers’ readiness for effective language teaching.                                                            

Email: y.zhiri@umi.ac.ma

Digital Literacy in the 21st Century: Connecting the Dots, Dr. Maria Zaheer, TESOL Conferences                                                                                                                                   

A typical scenario today is a classroom filled with digitally literate students being led by linear-thinking, 

technologically stymied instructors. This presentation will offer practical implementation steps to help eradicate this 

phenomenon. In the advent of a new millennium and the rapidity with which technology has changed society, the 

concept of literacy has assumed new meanings. Experts in the field suggest that the current generation of teenagers, 

sometimes called the E-Generation, possesses the digital competencies needed to navigate the multi-dimensional, fast-

paced digital environment effectively. This presentation will explore how to integrate 21st-century edtech skills to 

promote intrinsic motivation and learners' autonomy.                                                                                                                                        

Email: marszaheer@htmail.com



5.25 PM      

Featured 

Session

Room 1

5.25 PM      

Featured 

Session

Room 2

Essential Elements of Future-Ready Language Classrooms, Dr. Christine Coombe & Dr. Lana Hiasat                               

TESOL Conferences:                                                                                                                                                               

As education evolves in response to global challenges, it is essential to identify the fundamental elements that will 

shape the classrooms of tomorrow. This presentation shares insights from a two-year interdisciplinary research project 

that has developed a framework of seven core principles essential for transformative education. These elements which 

include global and environmental awareness, self-care and well-being, movement and mobility, cultural and 

intercultural competencies, community engagement, emerging technologies and AI, and diversity, equity, inclusion, 

and access (DEIA), serve as a foundation for fostering dynamic and forward-thinking learning environments. Using a 

mixed-methods approach, including document analysis, surveys, focus groups, and observations across Denmark, 

Singapore, and France, the study underscores the growing importance of sustainability, student well-being, and 

technology-driven learning. While many traditional classroom structures remain, key shifts are emerging, particularly 

in the integration of AI, experiential learning, assessment and mobility-focused education. The findings of this study 

offer valuable insights for educators and policymakers seeking to adapt teaching, learning, and assessment models to 

meet future demands. By embedding these core principles into educational frameworks, institutions can cultivate 

adaptable, inclusive, and innovative learning experiences. This presentation will explore practical strategies for 

implementation and discuss how these principles can help prepare teachers and students for an increasingly complex 

and interconnected world                                                                                                                                                   

Email: ccoombe@hct.ac.ae                                                                                                                                                    

lhiasat@hct.ac.ae

Empowering Educators through Technology, Wellbeing, and Collaboration in ELT, Ms. Aslı Yılmaz Ercan, 

TESOL Turkiye:                                                                                                                                                                             

This presentation showcases "Bridging Expertise", a TESOL Türkiye–RELO initiative promoting innovation, 

wellbeing, and collaboration in ELT. Through ten nationwide workshops, over 280 educators explored AI integration, 

trauma-informed teaching, and reflective practice. The project underscored teachers’ desire for sustainable, peer-driven 

growth, inspiring TESOL Türkiye to expand its reach via mentoring and micro-webinars.                                               

Email: aye974@gmail.com                                     



5.25 PM      

Featured 

Session
Room 3

6.00 PM Main Room

6.15 PM    

Plenary  

Session

Main Room

Soft skills for the teen classroom, Ms. Teresa Bestwick, TESOL Spain                                                                            

In this interactive session, we’ll discuss some of the key skills today’s teens need for the future and then try out a 

variety of activities to put these skills into practice. All the activities are low-prep, making them perfect for busy 

teachers and particularly those who work in low-resource classrooms.                                                                                                   

Email: tesolspainpublications@gmail.com

Enhance Your Students’ Language and Academic Learning through Pre-Writing Strategies                                     

Dr. Kate Mastruserio Reynolds, Central Washington University, USA:                                                                                   

Writing in the target language can be a struggle for many students primarily because they have not yet honed their 

preparation skills for drafting. In this practical and innovative presentation, you will learn strategies to position your K-

16 English as a Foreign/Additional Language (EFL) learners for successful academic writing. You will acquire 

information about systemic functional linguistics (SFL) and its application to writing in academic in various genres 

(e.g., expository, descriptive, narrative, persuasive). Using the academic genre and writing product as a starting point, 

we will explore pre-writing, a crucial first stage in the writing process, which allows writers to investigate, organize, 

and generate their thoughts before they being to draft their writing passage. Effective pre-writing situates learners for 

drafting their writing passage in a more directed and efficient manner, while reducing learners’ writing struggles. Pre-

writing strategies also assist your EFL learners to explore their topics in a deeper way. This presentation will help you 

to support your EFL learners in the Middle East to be able to communicate in extended English written discourse in 

their academics and their future careers.                                                                                                                            

Email: kate.reynolds@cwu.edu                                                                           

Coffee Break



7.00 PM      

Featured 

SIG Session

Room 1

7.00 PM      

Featured 

SIG Session
Room 2

Speaking Proficiency and Confidence Challenges among NNEST Teachers, Ms. Anar Hamdan Alruwaie, 

NNEST SIG:                                                                                                                                                                                 

General Issues in Education: Non-native English-speaking teachers (NNESTs) occupy a crucial role in English 

language education, yet many continue to experience challenges related to their own spoken proficiency and 

confidence. While research has often focused on pedagogical effectiveness, less attention has been given to how 

NNESTs’ self-perceptions of pronunciation, fluency, and accuracy shape their classroom practices and professional 

identity. This study investigates the general educational issue of speaking skill proficiency and its relationship with 

confidence among NNEST teachers. A 7-point Likert scale survey was designed to capture teachers’ self-perceived 

speaking proficiency, classroom confidence, and the extent to which concerns over spoken English influence their 

teaching. Items explored dimensions such as language anxiety, willingness to engage in spontaneous interaction, and 

coping strategies for potential errors. Data are being collected from NNESTs across diverse institutional contexts.

Preliminary findings suggest that lower self-perceived proficiency correlates with higher language anxiety and reduced 

classroom confidence, particularly in situations requiring improvisation or extended teacher talk. These insights 

highlight the broader implications for teacher training, institutional support, and policy frameworks that continue to 

privilege native-speaker norms. The study calls for targeted professional development and confidence-building 

initiatives to empower NNEST teachers and promote greater equity in global ELT.                                                         

Email: dr.anar.alruwaie@gmail.com

From Page to Stage: Enhancing Poetry Through Dramatic Expression, Ms. Renata Legisi, REALL SIG                      

This work presents how drama can bring poetry to life. By interpreting, performing, and acting, students of different 

learning styles will be able to address their needs and deepen their understanding of poetic genres. They will also 

develop a better understanding of rhythm, rhyme, and explore poetry interactively.                                                        

Email: renalegisi2@gmail.com                                               



7.00 PM      

Featured 

SIG Session

Room 3

The Future of Language Learning: How Generative AI and Use of technology Shape Language Learning 

Engagement, Dr. Abdul Khalique, Research in ELT SIG                                                                                                

This study investigates the impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Usage (measured by Use of ChatGPT) Teacher’s 

Behavioral and Instructional Strategies, and Technology Acceptance (measured by Perceived Ease of Use and 

Perceived Usefulness) on Chinese students' course learning and satisfaction, with Language Learning Engagement as a 

mediating variable. Data were collected from 375 students at one of the public universities of China and analyzed using 

Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM). The results indicated that Generative AI Usage, 

Perceived Ease of Use, and Perceived Usefulness had significant direct effects on Language Learning Engagement, 

which in turn strongly influenced Course Learning and Students' Satisfaction. Additionally, both Behavioral 

Management and Instructional Management directly impacted Language Learning Engagement and indirectly 

influenced Course Learning. Furthermore, Language Learning Engagement was found to mediate the relationship 

between all five independent variables and Course Learning. The study concluded that enhancing Language Learning 

Engagement through AI tools and effective teaching strategies positively impacts both learning outcomes and student 

satisfaction. The findings suggest that integrating AI-based tools into language learning courses, alongside strong 

instructional management, can significantly improve student engagement and academic performance.                                                                                                                                                                      

Email: abdul_khalique224466@yahoo.com



7.25 PM      

Featured 

SIG Session

Room 1

7.25 PM      

Featured 

SIG Session

Room 2

Shaping Human Agency in AI-Driven Higher Education, Dr. Kat Kinsella & Dr. Nicole Shammas, Language 

Learning with GenAI:                                                                                                                                                      

AI is redefining education. This session examines its impact on student and educator identity, offering research-based 

insights and reflective questions. Participants will take away adaptable frameworks, scenario-based prompts, and 

selected resources to help them plan human-centred learning strategies in their own institutions.                                    

Email:  Kkinsella@hct.ac.ae                                                                                                                                              

nshammas@hct.ac.ae             

Writing APA-Style EFL Research Papers: AI–Human Co-Construction of Knowledge, Prof. Hammoudi 

Abdelhak, Neurolinguistic SIG                                                                                                                                                          

Doing research in the EFL class EFL remains a challenge for many learners, particularly when required to comply with 

the American Psychological Association requirements (APA, 7th edition). Students and teachers alike often struggle 

with academic texts components such as titles, abstracts, tense use, and punctuation, which can weaken their writing 

competence and confidence. In response, this presentation attempts to explore the appropriate ways to integrate 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) as a collaborative partner to support EFL learners in academic writing. The research method 

is grounded in an interactive human–AI dialogue, where students elicit explanations of APA conventions, generate 

prompting questions, and then use AI (e.g., ChatGPT) to proofread, revise their productions and check compliance with 

APA guidelines. This approach not only enhances students writing accuracy but also promotes higher-order and critical 

thinking. Moreover, this strategy can be extended to enhance other language skills, grammar, and cultural 

understanding. Practical classroom examples are provided to illustrate its effectiveness and adaptabilty.                                                                                                                                                                         

Email: a.hammoudi@ens-setif.dz



7.25 PM      

Featured 

SIG Session

Room 3

8.00 PM 

Plenary 

Session 

Main Room

Empowerment: HR from a Different Language Lens, Ms. Dima Akel-Faroun, ESP SIG:                                             

When I began teaching Human Resources at a Palestinian university, I faced the challenge of bridging my English 

academic background with students at a beginner English level. As a London School of Economics graduate, I had to 

“rewrite” my knowledge into a blend of Arabic and English, reworking materials to ensure accessibility and 

engagement.  This interactive presentation explores this development journey, highlighting the challenges of the 

language and strategies including open dialogue and discussion based lectures that transformed the classroom into a 

space where students gained confidence and readiness for the professional world. By the end of this talk, attendees will 

come away with accessible tools to use in their own multilingual/multiproficiency classrooms no matter the level or 

teaching context.                                                                                                                                                            

Email: Dima.akel@aaup.edu

Culturally Responsive Pedagogies and Digital Trends, Dr. Grazzia Mendoza Chirinos, University of Wisconsin - 

Madison, USA:                                                                                                                                                             

When considering culturally responsive pedagogies in today’s evolving digital landscape, a key aspect to keep at the 

forefront is learner identities. This presentation will explore strategies to integrate emergent technologies with 

culturally grounded teaching fostering student and learning centered approaches. By aligning pedagogies to the 

contextual values and the digital trends educators build agency, foster empowerment and bridge the opportunities, 

access and belonging. Participants leave with clear pathways to adapt to their contexts.                                                                                               

Email: kate.reynolds@cwu.edu                                                                                                                           



8.45 PM      

Featured 

Session

Room 1

8.45 PM      

Featured 

Session

Room 2

A Comparative Analysis of Multiple Choice Questions: Chat GPT Generated Items vs Human-developed Items, 

Dr Saeed A Saeed, TESOL Kurdistan:                                                                                                  The integration 

of artificial intelligence (AI), particularly large language models like ChatGPT, into educational assessment is 

accelerating. A central question is whether AI-generated multiple-choice questions (MCQs) match the quality of those 

written by humans. This presentation synthesizes findings from nine recent studies (2023–2025) across medical 

education, computer science, and higher education. Based on expert reviews, psychometric analyses, and learner 

performance data, results show that AI-generated MCQs possess strong face validity and are often indistinguishable 

from human-written ones. However, they tend to be easier, more recall-based, and less effective in distinguishing 

between high- and low-performing learners. Human-created items, by contrast, better assess reasoning and contextual 

nuance. While AI offers unmatched efficiency in generating large item banks, expert oversight remains vital to ensure 

accuracy and cognitive depth. The future of assessment depends on a strategic hybrid model that integrates AI’s 

efficiency with human expertise to achieve both scale and pedagogical rigor.                                                                                                                        

Email:  Saaed.adris@uod.ac                                                                                                                         

L1 Grammar to Help L2 Arab learners, Mr. Muhammad Shelby, TESOL Conferences:                                                           

The predominant EFL grammar pedagogy in many Arab educational contexts is often counterproductive, resulting in 

cognitive friction that inhibits language acquisition. This presentation argues for a pedagogical shift, proposing the 

integration of grammar adapted from L1 English grammar instruction. Such integration can help students utilize 

grammar in the four skills.                                                                                                                                                   

Email: muhammadshelby@outlook.com



8.45 PM      

Featured 

Session

Room 3

Engaging Gen Z and Gen Alpha Through Digital Storytelling & Active Learning, Ms. Yousra Ferchichi, 

TESOL Conferences:                                                                                                                                                                               

Teaching modalities have evolved significantly over time to meet the needs of Gen Z and emerging Gen Alpha learners 

in digital, interactive, and participatory classrooms. This session explores active learning and digital storytelling 

strategies, providing practical guidance on lesson planning, students’ projects, and assessment criteria. The presenter 

will tackle the integration of inclusive pedagogy and andragogy, aligned with AI Competencies Frameworks.                                                                                                                                                                       

Email: yousra.ferchichi@gmail.com
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